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It was a cold day on December 19 for the 2022 

Christmas Bird Count. Temperatures ranged from 32°F 

to 39° F . Sunrise was at 7:48 a.m., but 13 people started 

earlier to get in some owling. We had 73 participants 

formed into 29 teams. We drove 133 miles while 

birding and walked 98 miles. Our effort for all birding 

added up to 148.5 hours. Feeders were watched by four 

participants for eight and a half hours total. 

Our species count was 128. Total number 

of birds counted was 123,621. 

A few items of note:  

• This year we had the highest number 

of counters  for our circle (Sauvie 

Island, Vancouver Lake Bottoms, and 

Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge). 

• We sighted 206 Bald Eagles this year: 

our highest number ever! 

Fifty-seven were identified as sub-adult birds. 

Clearly, Bald Eagles are doing well compared to the 

60’s and 70’s, when counts of 1 to 10 were the 

norm.   

• The Great Egrets hit a new high of 225. 

• This was also a high-count year for Trumpeter 

Swans at 1,100, almost doubling last 

year’s high count, while the total 

number of swans counted jumped 

up to 6,387: also the largest count 

for our CBC.  

High Counts of Snow Geese  

After spending a considerable 

(CBC, continued on page 14) 

by Susan Setterberg 

The 2022 CBC: High Counts for Bald Eagles, Egrets, and Swans 

Industrial property giant Prologis is seeking to build three 

separate warehouses stretching across 35 acres — roughly 

the size of about 26.5 football fields – along LaFrambois Road. The building com-

plex, to be named euphemistically Prologis Park, would total about 561,800 

square feet. Although there aren’t tenants for the facility, Prologis has built facili-

ties for companies like Amazon, FedEx, Sysco, and Dave’s Killer Bread in the past. 

A traffic impact study prepared for Prologis reported that its development would 

generate nearly 2,000 daily truck and passenger vehicle trips, which its authors 

said, without evidence, would not have a significant impact on surrounding 

street networks. 

In December 2022, the City of Vancouver proposed to give the project a Determi-

nation of Nonsignificance under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The 

specific issue unaddressed by the Determination of Nonsignificance is the air 

pollution caused by gasoline and diesel exhaust. The project documents did not 

specify how many of those 2,000 daily trips would be by diesel-powered, gaso-

(Warehouses, continued on page 6) 

by Susan Saul 

Warehouses Could Impact Vancouver Lowlands 

Highest-ever count for Bald Eagles 

this last CBC: 206 
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Vancouver Audubon believes in the wisdom of nature’s design and promotes this through 
education, involvement, stewardship, enjoyment and advocacy. 

VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3). 

The Columbia Flyway is published monthly Sep-
tember through June (except January). 

Vancouver Audubon Board Meetings are held on 
the last Tuesday of the month August through 

May. 

Membership meetings and programs are held on 
the first Tuesday of the month September 

through June (except January). 

Program meetings will be held in rooms #2 and 
#3 at Evergreen Public Schools District 

Office at 13413 NE LeRoy Haagen Memorial 
Drive, Vancouver, WA 
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We are in the home stretch of winter, and 
it’s time to begin preparing for the spring 
nesting season. This includes cleaning and 
preparing your existing birdhouses and 
maybe putting up some new birdhouses. 

While there is no bad time to put out bird-
houses, putting up new birdhouses in ad-
vance of spring’s arrival gives the birds a 
chance to investigate new houses and learn 
where they are located. They may also use 
them as a roost shelter if needed. 

Late winter is also a good time to do some 
spring cleaning of your existing birdhouses. This in-
cludes taking them down, removing any old nesting ma-
terial, and then re-hanging them. You may also want to 
consider placing fresh wood chips in your birdhouses 
before re-hanging them. 

Encourage bird to nest in your yard by providing a sup-
portive habitat—plant native plants, offer a variety of 
habitat structure, and refrain from using pesticides. 

You can also offer your feathered friends some choice 
nesting material. The most common materials birds use 
to construct a nest are available naturally in the birds’ 
usual  environment. Bird lovers who wish to encourage 
birds to nest in their backyard can provide supplemen-

tary sources of natu-
ral, chemical-free 
nesting materials, such as twigs, pine nee-
dles, mosses, lichens, dead leaves, cattail 
fluff, straw, and native plants.  

AVOID string, twine, yarn, plastic, or human 
hair, pet hair, dryer lint. Many of these items, 
including human hair, can pose entanglement 
risk to both adult birds and nestlings, by trap-
ping , cutting, or acting as a tourniquet.  
Brightly colored items can advertise the nest-
ing location to predators, and dryer lint will 
dissolve in wet weather. Most pets in our area 

are treated regularly with flea and tick treatments 
which can be dangerous to birds.  

You can provide nesting material in piles on the ground 
(works well for leaves and twigs), in clean wire-mesh 
suet cages, or in mesh bags hung on tree trunks, fence 
posts, or railings, pushed into tree crevices, draped over 
vegetation, in open-topped berry baskets, or in spiral 
wire hangers made especially for putting out nest mate-
rial from our local Backyard Bird Shop. 

Now all that is left for you to do is sit back and enjoy 
watching your own backyard bird show. 

Safe Nesting Materials         Avoiding nesting pitfalls 

by Craig Wallace  

Safe nesting materials  

https://goo.gl/maps/6x9DdHFuC8zi9WuH8
https://goo.gl/maps/6x9DdHFuC8zi9WuH8
https://goo.gl/maps/6x9DdHFuC8zi9WuH8
mailto:craig@wallfam.net
http://www.vancouveraudubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vancouveraudubon/
https://www.audubon.org/news/what-nesting-materials-are-safe-birds
https://www.fws.gov/story/helping-wildlife-while-avoiding-common-pitfalls
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Programs: Don Rose 

meetings@vancouveraudubon.org VAS Programs 

The location of our IN-PERSON meetings: 

Evergreen Public Schools Administration 

13413 NE LeRoy Haagen Memorial Drive 

Vancouver, WA  

6:30 pm – 7:00 pm - Social time to share bird 
sightings, stories, and upcoming events 

7:00 pm – 8:15 pm - Program 

Refreshments will be available. 

Programs are held the first Tuesday of the month 
except January, July, and August.  All are welcome; 

we hope you will join us! 

Contact Don Rose for more information or to get a Zoom 
link: meetings@vancouveraudubon.org Please send all 

topic, speaker, and program suggestions and requests to 
Don Rose at meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

March 7, 2023 
Bring Back the Pollinators 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL PROGRAM ONLY – Dave Kollen of the 
Xerces Society will present Bring Back the Pollinators, 
a presentation and discussion about importance and 
conservation of our pollinators. Dave is a Xerces 
Society Ambassador and in that role is involved in 
educational and outreach work. Additionally, he is an 
Oregon Master Naturalist and Master Melittoligist 
Apprentice. Dave lives in Brookings, Oregon. 

April 4, 2023  
Cranes’ Landing 

Sanoe Keliinoi, the new Natural Area Manager for the 
Cranes’ Landing property in the Vancouver lowlands, 
and Cindy McCormack, monitoring biologist, will give 
an overview of Columbia Land Trust’s habitat work 
and monitoring efforts for Sandhill Cranes and other 
birds/wildlife. (In-person program) 

 

Upcoming Programs 
Our March meeting will be a virtual ZOOM meeting 
only. All Vancouver Audubon members will receive a 
Zoom invitation via email. You must register in advance 
to receive the link to the Zoom meeting. We will also be 
live-streaming on Facebook and recording the meeting 

for viewing online.  
Previous program recordings can be found on our Van-
couver Audubon Society Facebook page and edited ver-
sions are now on our YouTube page. Search YouTube for 
“Vancouver Audubon Society”. 

https://goo.gl/maps/uuEoEuDwKQEHRC3t9
https://goo.gl/maps/uuEoEuDwKQEHRC3t9
mailto:meetings@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=program
https://xerces.org/
http://www.columbialandtrust.org
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Wednesday, March 1 
First-of-Month Bird Walk 

Leader: Cindy McCormack 
Meeting time: 8:00am 

Meeting location: Vancouver Lake Regional Park  
Register: vas@vancouveraudubon.org  

March’s bird walk:  Vancouver Lake Regional Park 

We will check the lake and flocks in the main park then 
head to do a portion of the north trail to enjoy the birds in 
the cottonwood forest. We will head back to check on the 
birds using Buckmire Slough and return along the road 
and/or the grass trail. There should be a good mix of 
passerines, waterbirds, and raptors! County park pass or 
parking fee required at this parking lot. 

Saturday, April 1 
First-of-Month Bird Walk 

Leader: Cindy McCormack 
Meeting time: 7:30 am 

Meeting location: Ridgefield NWR Carty Unit 
Register: vas@vancouveraudubon.org  

April’s bird walk:  Ridgefield NWR Carty Unit 

We will walk the beautiful Oaks-to-Wetlands Trail to enjoy 
the spring atmosphere and bird songs. This is a great time 
to look for some early wildflowers and hopefully find some 
of our early migrants arriving for the season!  

Meet in the Carty parking lot— pass (interagency or refuge 
pass or duck stamp) or fee per vehicle required in this 
area. 

Please visit the VAS website for field trip details and requirements. 

VAS Field Trips & Bird Walks 

by Randy Hill       Upcoming Field Trips 

Grays Harbor County Crane Search 

March 9th (Thurs) 
 

Leader: Randy Hill and possibly others. 

Register:  360-975-2573 or re_hill@q.com 

Meet at Salmon Creek Park & Ride 

Departure time:  6:30am 
 

This trip will head directly to the Elma-Montesano area of 

US12 to search for the crane flock that includes a Com-

mon Crane associated with Sandhill Cranes. It would like-

ly include the Brady Loop Road toward Montesano, even 

if the flock is using area further east.  

 

Scouting reports will determine the search area near the 

Chehalis River. If cranes are not reported beyond March 

6, an alternate trip will go to NE Clark County toward 

Yacolt, the Lewis River, and the L-1000 Road through Dole 

Valley, along Rock Creek and the L-1200 Road, toward 

Larch Mountain, returning via the Hockinson area. 

Meet at the Park & Ride in time for carpool organization 

and a 6:30 departure. 

Columbia River Gorge— 

March 22nd (Wed) 
 

Leader: Cindy McCormack 

Register: vas@vancouveraudubon.org 

Meet: Port of Camas-Washougal Parking Lot 

Departure time: 6:45am  

The Columbia Gorge Scenic Area is amazing in the spring! 

This trip will target some of the early spring migrants, 

singing residents, and lingering wintering birds as well as 

some spring wildflowers. Possible migrants include both 

bluebirds, Loggerhead Shrike, Say's Phoebe and hopefully 

a surprise or two! We will plan on visiting several 

hotspots in the gorge, the location dependent on the 

gorge winds and weather. If the weather allows, we may 

hike trail loops in some areas, so be prepared with a light 

pack.  

This will be a full-day trip, usually returning by late after-

noon/early evening. Dress for the weather, be prepared 

for inclement conditions. Bring lunch, snacks and water. 

Bring your Discover Pass and Interagency Pass if you have 

them. Limit 10 participants/3 vehicles. 

https://goo.gl/maps/NBEcRHoZ4rAjfo979
mailto:vas@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=Bird%20Walk
https://maps.app.goo.gl/128EcuY1hB3qxym88
mailto:vas@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=Bird%20Walk
https://vancouveraudubon.org/vancouver-audubon-field-trip-guidelines/
https://goo.gl/maps/bv8WApdP14MxQt4g7
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VAS Field Trip Reports 

February Gulls Galore Field Trips: February 7 and 16 

Scheduling field trips that are dependent on weather 

factors, especially a month ahead of time, can be a plan-

ning nightmare. There is always a last-moment change 

opportunity, but usually it will be a hit or a miss. So this 

time I doubled down: two field trips nine days apart 

based on past successes. (I ignored the failures.) I 

should add that I’m not a gull enthusiast or even knowl-

edgeable about 4-year plumages; and of course that gull 

thing with hybridization! But charge ahead we did. 

A Little Background  

Every year there are several periods of smelt runs up 

the Columbia River to tributary streams in Cowlitz 

County and up toward Bonneville Dam. Precipitation, 

snow melt, water temperature, and discharge rates 

from Bonneville Dam all influence this annual migra-

tion. With this fish movement go their predators: other 

fish, sea lions and seals, eagles, cormorants, mergansers, 

and a multitude of gulls. Ten species of gulls in a morn-

ing are a memory (and a hope) that have included Glau-

cous Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, and Black-

legged Kittiwake among the more expected wintering 

species. The Cowlitz, Kalama, and Lewis Rivers have 

been the most productive. 

February 7 Trip 

With a little scouting by local Longview birder Russ 

Koppendrayer, Tom and I ventured north on February 

7, first checking the Kalama River mouth then continu-

ing on to Gerhart Gardens Park in Longview. We arrived 

with a quick scan that turned up 20+ Bald Eagles and 

plenty of sea lions “arfing” from the mouth of the 

Coweeman River and midstream up the Cowlitz. We 

walked along the river shoreline and found several 

smelt on the river bank sand bar; I don’t know why the 

gulls weren’t taking advantage of easy pickings. 

Short-billed Gulls were dropping more smelt into the 

river than they were consuming! Tom did get a glimpse 

of a Bonaparte’s Gull, but otherwise it was ho-hum for 

gulls. So we headed for a stop at the Longview Sewage 

Ponds (Canvasbacks and Ruddy 

Ducks) before a drive around Willow 

Grove.  

There were a few more gulls on the water and atop pil-

ings at the boat ramp/park, including a clean Western 

Gull. We also found out that daily movement of gulls is a 

factor. Later that afternoon we found out that close to 

5,000 gulls were near the mouth of the Cowlitz River at 

Rainier, Oregon. 

February 16 Trip 

Our repeat trip on February 16 was better timed and 

better attended, and I considered all six of us as co-

leaders. After seeing no gulls on our drive by the Lewis 

River approaching Woodland we continued to the Kala-

ma boat ramp with a couple hundred gulls leaving the 

log booms and scattering along the river. 

Russ Koppendrayer let us know that the mouth of the 

Kalama River had some gull activity, so we joined him 

there. We had about 200 gulls and biting cold coat-and-

gloves temperature, but again nothing special. So on to 

Willow Grove where the birding picked up. We stopped 

at our first view of the Columbia River east of the mari-

na where a raft of ~6,000 scaup among waterfowl and 

more than 1,000 gulls were actively feeding; the Trum-

(Continued on page 7) 

by Randy Hill 

Bonaparte’s Gull, Peggy Scanlon 

Audubon Photography Awards 
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VAS Conservation 

line-powered, or electric-powered vehicles. 

Vancouver Audubon has joined with Fruit Valley neigh-

bors, neighborhood associations, and local environ-

mental and social justice groups in asking the city to 

submit a Determination of Significance under SEPA, 

arguing that the current proposal is vague. A Determi-

nation of Significance would require an in-depth envi-

ronmental impact statement describing anticipated ef-

fects of the project. 

Human and Wildlife Health Impacts 

Neighbors are concerned about human health impacts. 

Vancouver Audubon is 

concerned as well about 

the impacts to the adja-

cent Vancouver Lake Low-

lands and its wildlife in-

habitants. Birds suffer 

from air pollution just like 

humans. 

The proposed Prologis Park development would occur 

on the border of city-owned land dedicated to conserve 

the Vancouver Lake Lowlands  — about a mile from the 

shoreline of Vancouver Lake. 

Vancouver Lake and the Vancouver Lake Lowlands 

were identified as an Important Bird Area (IBA) by 

Audubon Washington in 2001. Washington joined a 

worldwide effort to identify key places with significant 

bird populations. Vancouver Lake and its Lowlands 

provide habitats where migrating and wintering birds 

can rest and feed. Vancouver Audubon serves as a con-

servation steward for the IBA. 

Many of the same emissions that drive climate change 

present an immediate health concern for bird popula-

tions. Studies have confirmed that birds, which share 

the air that we breathe, are afflicted by the same respir-

atory problems as humans when exposed to air pollu-

tion. In addition, field studies have shown that air pol-

lution affects bird habitats as well. 

Air Pollution Affects Birds 

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), pollution from diesel exhaust includes: 

• Soot or particulate matter, 

• Oxides of nitrogen (NOx) which contribute to the 

production of ground-level ozone (smog) and acid 

rain, 

• Hydrocarbons, 

• Carbon monoxide, and 

• Other hazardous air pollutants and air toxics. 

Ground-level ozone and NOx are powerful oxidants that 

can cause direct, irreversible damage to birds’ lungs. 

Long-term exposure can 

lead to inflammation, rup-

tured blood vessels, and 

lung failure. Birds are ex-

posed to more particulate 

matter than humans because 

birds have a higher breath-

ing rate and spend more 

time in the open air. Extra-fine particles, especially 

those less than 2.5 microns in diameter, are small 

enough to lodge into the deepest branches of the lungs. 

Ground-level ozone directly damages the plant commu-

nities that birds rely upon for feeding, nesting, and 

shelter. According to the EPA, trees such as cotton-

wood, the most common tree around Vancouver Lake, 

have been shown to be particularly vulnerable to ozone 

damage. 

Oxides of nitrogen (NOx) from air pollution are a signif-

icant cause of eutrophication – the excess of nutrients 

in water bodies. Vancouver Lake often has poor water 

quality and aquatic weed issues, which impact lake us-

ers and the ecosystem. Adding more pollution to Van-

couver Lake would seem counter-productive to Clark 

County’s efforts to improve water quality. (Clark Coun-

ty has hired Herrera Environmental Consultants, Inc. to 

develop an Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan to ad-

dress algal blooms and invasive vegetation in the lake.) 

(Warehouses, continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 

“The proposed Prologis Park development 

would occur on the border of city-owned 

land dedicated to conserve the Vancouver 

Lake Lowlands  — about a mile from the 

shoreline of Vancouver Lake.” 
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peter Swan flock was still present.   

We continued downstream to the Willow Grove Park. It 

was here that I determined my novice level of gull ID. 

Between the experience of Dave Irons and Jim Danzen-

baker, calling out numbers of Western, Herring, Ice-

land and other gulls vs. what I was entering in eBird as 

Larid species, sometimes I’m glad that I can just be a 

facilitator.  We did have a discussion of CBC vs. eBird 

observer/bird location. (Here in Washington, birding 

mostly Oregon birds, where is mid-channel/state line?, 

what list?).  

After looking at enough dots in the distance, we headed 

around the rest of Willow Grove peninsula wondering 

why we couldn’t come up with a single Golden-crowned 

Sparrow along all of those roadside blackberry patches. 

A final stop at the Longview Sewage Ponds yielded nine 

waterfowl species. 

An eBird trip report for February 16 follows:  https://

ebird.org/tripreport/108824.  

For a more complete or advanced ID list from those lo-

cations, check out Dave Irons’ eBird checklists for the 

same locations.  

Parting words: We still didn’t hit the big run of smelt 

or gulls, but we did edge closer. 

(Gulls Galore, continued from page 5) Guided Birding Opportunities 

Bird festivals and other nature festivals are a great place 

to find organized birding field trips with skilled guides/

leaders with local knowledge. Many of these leaders 

also offer field trips or guide service outside of the festi-

val for a fee or for free.  

The Washington Ornithological Society (WOS) has an 

annual conference with venues centered in different 

areas of the state, often alternating year to year be-

tween east and west of the Cascades. Audubon Wash-

ington supports many chapter-associated trips. A few 

examples are the Wenas Creek campout, the Leaven-

worth Spring Birding Festival, and a few that I’ve been 

involved with in Othello and Ridgefield. If you want to 

see what’s happening in the state, take a look at this 

website: https://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0 

Piecemeal Environmental Review? 

Environmental review is not supposed to be piecemeal. 

Prologis’ original plans included using a segment of the 

city’s anticipated 32nd Avenue extension as one of its 

four access points to the site. The road extension is a 

separate project from Prologis Park and is designed to 

relieve freight congestion in Fruit Valley’s industrial 

areas. The road extension would bisect part of the Van-

couver Lake Lowlands, which is legally considered a 

conservation area. Using this land comes with re-

strictions, notably that the city would have to substitute 

other land for preservation. 

The city asked Prologis to put its contribution to the 

32nd Avenue extension on hold while the city reviews 

its alignment. In turn, the city will not be able to assess 

the impact that the extension might have on the envi-

ronment. The extension was not included in planners’ 

initial SEPA checklist or application notice in December, 

making some question the application process. The 

32nd Avenue extension will have significant environ-

mental impacts on the Lowlands. 

Public Comments Accepted 

City planners have not yet issued a staff report regard-

ing the Prologis Park proposal. You can send your com-

ments to:   

Mark Person, Senior Planner, City of Vancouver 

360-487-7885, mark.person@cityofvancouver.us 

(Warehouses, continued from page 6) 

https://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0
https://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0
https://wa.audubon.org/bird-festivals-0


                                                                                              8                                                                                      March 2023 

gorgebirds@juno.com (360)835-5947 Wilson Cady’s Afield 

Personal Note: This winter there were more sighting 
reports of Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks, and American 
Tree Sparrows than I can recall since I started compiling 
this column in 1975.  

Missing this winter were members of the Finch family. 
There were no flocks of Pine Siskins, Evening Grosbeaks, 
or Red Crossbills. At our place, we haven’t even had House 
Finches since the winter cold spell. 

Jan. 20, C.J. Flick was at the Bingen Pond, Klickitat 
County, where she saw a SWAMP SPARROW actively 
feeding along the edge of the water line. She said that 
this small sparrow had foraging behavior unique and 
unlike that of SONG SPARROWs: by using its bill to flip 
vegetation like a Varied Thrush, and 
scratching vegetation profusely like 
a Fox Sparrow with its clawed feet. 

Jan. 23, a continuing PACIFIC LOON 
(4) was located by Ken Vanderkamp 
along the Vancouver-Columbia River 
Boardwalk. This species is usually 
found in saltwater, but does 
winter locally in small numbers. 

Jan. 26, the continuing male 
REDHEAD (3) at Skamania Landing 
was found again by Les Carlson. 

Jan. 27, the first WESTERN 
BLUEBIRD (3) reported from Clark 
County this year was one heard calling from the top of a 
conifer near the east side of the reconstructed fort at 
the Fort Vancouver NHS by Nick Mrvelj. (The very first 
Western Bluebird was discovered in 1835 by John 
Kirk Townsend during his visit to Fort Vancouver.) 

Jan. 30, Cindy McCormack was doing a survey on 
Cranes’ Landing in the Vancouver Lake lowlands when 
she heard an AMERICAN TREE SPARROW (4) calling 
and then located it perched on top of some teasel heads. 
Cranes’ Landing is about 2 miles south of where one of 
these visitors from the north had been seen this winter, 
and this one may have been a different bird. 

Feb. 2, at Cranes’ Landing in the Vancouver Lake 
lowlands, Cindy McCormack heard, then located, a 
continuing HORNED LARK (4) foraging on the ground in 
a matted pea field. 

Feb. 3, Daniel Solorzano was birding at the Steigerwald 
Lake NWR when he saw 2 HORNED LARKs on the 
ground about 15 feet off the main trail. 

Feb. 6, an early returning TURKEY VULTURE was seen 
by Jim Danzenbaker a the Ridgefield NWR-River S Unit, 
near the entrance kiosk, circling with a ROUGH-LEGGED 
HAWK (3). 

Feb. 8, Jim Danzenbaker found the AMERICAN TREE 
SPARROW at Shillapoo Lake. It had been 
last reported on eBird at this location on 
January 20. 

Feb. 9, Cindy McCormack, Les Carlson, 
and I did some birding in the Gorge. In 
Skamania County, we saw the long-
staying male REDHEAD at Skamania 
Landing and a CANYON WREN (3) at the 
Spring Creek Fish Hatchery. We 
continued upriver into Klickitat County 
when we finally got far enough east to get 
out of the strong winds. At Major Creek 
on Old Highway 8, just past the Catherine 
Creek Preserve, we spotted a soaring 
GOLDEN EAGLE. We drove the Balch 

Road loop with a stop at the cemetery finding 75 WILD 
TURKEYs and 1 ACORN WOODPECKER. What was 
surprising was that we didn’t see a single Lewis’s 
Woodpecker! 

Feb. 9, LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE (4) was found by Bob 
Flores in the blackberry patches south from the 
entrance to Shillapoo Lake. He was able to share views 
of it perched on top of the blackberry patch by about 5 
individuals through scopes. A few of these birds pass 
through our region on their way to their breeding 
grounds east of the Cascades. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Abundance Codes used in this column: 

 (1) Common, (2) Uncommon, (3) Harder to find, usually seen annually, (4) Rare, 5+ records, (5) Fewer than 5 records  

These codes vary for each county, to see all 39 WA county checklists go to wabirder.com and click on Checklists. 

Birds not given a rarity code may be ones that are common but unusual at this time of the year. You can see the abundance of any 
bird through the seasons on the eBird bar charts and they are helpful for seeing when migrant birds are due to return or leave. 
Here is the link to Clark County’s bar chart.   Bar Charts - eBird Pacific Northwest 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Photo: Roger Baker, Audubon 
Photography Awards 

http://www.wabirder.com/
https://ebird.org/pnw/barchart?r=US-WA-011&yr=all&m=
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Feb. 10, the first TREE SWALLOW of 2023 was 
reported on eBird from the Ridgefield River- S Unit by 
Barry Woodruff. 

Feb. 11, a hybrid BLUE-WINGED TEAL x NORTHERN 
SHOVELER was seen at the Ridgefield NWR-River S Unit 
by Jim Danzenbaker. He said it looked like a shoveler 
with a large white crescent on the face, a large bill,  and 
a specked breast like a drake Blue-winged Teal. 

Feb. 11, young birder, Liam Hutcheson, visited Clark 
County and saw 4 ACORN WOODPECKERs (5) at Fort 
Vancouver NHS, and the AMERICAN TREE SPARROW at 
Shillapoo Lake in the Vancouver Lake lowlands. 

Feb. 13, another early returning TURKEY VULTURE 
was seen by Bill Tweit from the Shillapoo Wildlife Area 
on LaFrambois Road over the north end of Vancouver  
Lake. 

Feb. 13, what must have been the same TURKEY 
VULTURE was spotted by Abby Haight from the 
Vancouver Lake Regional Park. 

Feb. 13, Thomas Tinsley Fort reported finding 3 of the 
ACORN WOODPECKERs at Vancouver NHS in a large 
tree with broken limbs in the Forest Service parking lot 
west of building 405. 

Feb. 13, the 3 ACORN WOODPECKERs were also 
reported by John Davis from Fort Vancouver NHS. 

Feb. 13, a sudden flurry of birds in our feeding area 
caught our attention in time to see a NORTHERN 
PYGMY-OWL (2) flying off, carrying a small bird. 

Feb. 14, Brent Angelo reported seeing a continuing 
MERLIN (3) at his Orchards Home, in a different spot 
than in previous times: atop my neighbors’ backyard 
pine tree for about five to ten minutes. These small 
falcons will return to known feeding areas and 
probably move around the neighborhood checking 
several feeders where they have had luck in the past. 

Feb. 14, the 3 ACORN WOODPECKERs were seen by 
Tom Schooley and Sheila McCartan at Fort Vancouver 
NHS during a visit to our area. (These woodpeckers 
have brought many visitors to explore our local 
birding spots to add them to their lists.) 

Feb. 15, Cindy McCormack checked on the ACORN 
WOODPECKERs at Fort Vancouver NHS. She found a 
total of 8, with 2 at the big oak tree by building 405, and 
one excavating persistently over her 5-minute 
observation period at the same fresh cavity she had 
noted in the previous week. She said that there were a 
minimum of 6 additional individuals seen at one time in 
the oaks to the north. If these birds establish a nest 
colony here it will be the only nesting site in 
Washington outside of Klickitat County, where the 
first nest was found in 1990. 

Feb. 16, Darren Ferris saw the Shillapoo Lake 
AMERICAN TREE SPARROW in a group of WHITE-
CROWNED and GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROWS. These 
small sparrows nest from Alaska across the northern 
tier of Canada. All of the previous records that I am 
aware of in Clark County were only seen for a short 
time and not by as many people who have had a 
chance to see them here this year. 

Feb. 17, John Davis found a NORTHERN SHRIKE (4) on 
Strawberry Island below Bonneville Dam. 

Feb, 18, while searching for the Northern Shrike on 
Strawberry Island, Les Carlson saw 2 WESTERN 
BLUEBIRDs (3) along the Dam Access Road that leads to 
the visitor’s gate at Bonneville Dam. He had no luck in 
relocating the shrike. 

Feb. 18, Win Wheeler did re-find the NORTHERN 
SHRIKE seen here the day before by John Davis. It was 
perched in the top of a small deciduous tree toward the 
south end of the “island.” He described it as the size of a 
mockingbird, but with a faintly barred breast, a 
prominent hooked bill with a pale base, and a less 
pronounced mask as seen on a Loggerhead Shrike. He 
found a flock of 9 WESTERN BLUEBIRDs, including a 
pair that seemed to be checking out a cavity in a tree.  

(Afield, continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Northern Shrike, Paul Kusmin 

Audubon Photography Awards 
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Feb. 19, 2 male REDHEADs were found on the Rock 
Creek Mill Pond in Stevenson by John Willis. 

Feb. 19, Don Rose also saw ACORN WOODPECKERs 
excavating the cavity in the possible nesting tree at Fort 
Vancouver NHS. These woodpeckers are unusual in 
that they live in a colony with a single breeding pair 
whose young are tended and fed by the entire colony. 
Nearby he spotted a GREAT HORNED OWL in the top of 
a broken-off conifer: a likely nest site at this time of the 
year. 

Feb.19, the first VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOWs of the 
year were the 30 reported from Steigerwald Lake by 
Kevin and Rebecca Black. 

Feb. 19, at their home near Green Mountain, Jan 
DeGrandchamp had 2 WESTERN SCREECH-OWLS. 
These small owls have been harder to find after the 
fairly recent arrival of Barred Owls in our region. 
The Barred Owls not only compete for nest sites and 
food; they also prey on the smaller owls. 

Feb. 20, Chris Nixon saw his first ACORN 
WOODPECKER when one landed in a tree in his yard 
near Officers Row. It is nice when a life bird comes to 
you. 

 

The next three months are my favorite time of the 
year, spring migration. We have already had a few 
early arriving birds but the numbers and variety will 
increase weekly through the month of May.  

For a calendar view of what the average return date for 
some birds is in various locations in the Willamette 
Valley go to this link. The bird names that are in a blue 
font are for the Portland/Vancouver area.  

https://birdsoverportland.wordpress.com/oregon- 
migration-phenology/ 

Please continue to send me your sightings or enter them 
into eBird for use in this column and for the year list 
project of compiling all species seen in each county by 
anyone this year.  

I would also would appreciate any photos of any Code 3 
and higher birds for use in this column.  

As of Feb. 20th, the 2023 Washington County 
Cumulative Year List Project has tallied 144 species 
reported in Clark County for the year and the Skamania 
County list is now at 103. These lists of all of the birds 
reported in each county are updated every two months 
and can be seen at Washington Birder (wabirder.com). 

(Afield, continued from page 9) 

Spring is coming: a great time for birding!  

As noted in Wilson Cady's column, Spring is his fa-
vorite time of year. His column also features some 
sightings by VAS's newest birders.   

The next Young Birders’ Club Bird Walk will be held 
on March 18th, 
lead by ABA’s 
past Young Bird-
er of the Year—
Katie Warner! 
Watch the web-
site for meeting 
location and de-
tails. 

Please note the 
calendar page 

for this month's Young Birders' events, as well as 
this link:  
https://vancouveraudubon.org/young-birders-club/  

And, if you haven't already done so, check out 
eBird's Young Birders resources and blogs at:  
https://ebird.org/about/resources/for-young-
bird-
ers 

Photo: Evan Barrientos/Audubon  

American Redstart, photo: Tom Warren/

Audubon Photography Awards  

Hello, Young Birders! 

https://birdsoverportland.wordpress.com/oregon-%20migration-phenology/
https://birdsoverportland.wordpress.com/oregon-%20migration-phenology/
https://birdsoverportland.wordpress.com/oregon-%20migration-phenology/
wabirder.com
https://vancouveraudubon.org/young-birders-club/
https://ebird.org/about/resources/for-young-birders
https://ebird.org/about/resources/for-young-birders
https://ebird.org/about/resources/for-young-birders
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VAS in the Community 

VAS Funds Environmental Journalism___________________________ 

As mentioned in the February newsletter, Vancouver Audubon offered a challenge grant for an environmental 

reporter at The Columbian newspaper. 

If you would like to provide a match to the Vancouver Audubon challenge grant, donations to Local Media 

Foundation for this project are tax-deductible to the extent of the law.  No goods or services are provided in 

exchange for contributions. For more information, visit columbian.com/cfj.  

At the January 31 Board meeting, the VAS Board approved a grant application request from the Watershed 

Alliance of Southwest Washington for $5,000. This will be funded from our endowment fund that is held with 

the Community Foundation of Southwest Washington. The Foundation imposes an annual limit of how much 

we can grant with our endowment fund , so the Board is selective in awarding grants.  

The Vancouver Audubon grant to The Watershed Alliance is funding 1,000 native plants, which will be plant-

ed along Burnt Bridge Creek on March 11. "We are so grateful to Vancouver Audubon for helping us provide 

additional restoration opportunities and bird habitat this season,” said Anna Wilde, Deputy Director.  

To join other volunteers for this event, please register at thewatershedalliance.org/events.  

VAS Donates for Local Watershed Restoration_____________________ 

Volunteers Needed for Intermountain West Shorebird Survey________ 

Volunteers are needed for the Intermountain West 

Shorebird Survey, April 24-30, 2023. The Intermoun-

tain West Shorebird Survey aims to sustain shorebird 

populations by empowering and inspiring stakehold-

ers to take actions that conserve wetlands and water.  

Volunteers  from eleven Western states will: 

• Document shorebird populations at 189 sites. 

• Compare shorebird populations today to 1989-

1995. 

• Communicate scientific results to stakehold-

ers, including land and water managers and 

policy makers. 

Webinars begin on April 10 and 17.  
 

For information, contact Max Malmquist,  

Engagement Manager, Audubon Saline Lakes 

Program, Max.Malmquist@audubon.org 

You can make a difference for Vancouver Audubon when you shop____________________ 
 
Through a one-time linking, you can trigger an automatic donation by participating in the Fred Meyer Community Re-
wards Program.  Thanks to all of you who've already signed up. Vancouver Audubon receives a check four times per 
year, based on how many people shop and how much they purchase at Fred Meyer stores. Please help us by signing 
up for selecting Vancouver Audubon Society as your charity of choice.  

https://www.columbian.com/cfj/
http://thewatershedalliance.org/events
mailto:Max.Malmquist@audubon.org
https://gfo.org/support-us/donate/rewards.html#FMCRP
https://gfo.org/support-us/donate/rewards.html#FMCRP


                                                                                              12                                                                                      March 2023 

by Cindy McCormack 

The tail tells the tale (I will pause here so 

you can groan and roll your eyes) …but 

the tail is the give-away characteristic in 

the identification of this picture!  

Looking at the photo, the first thing you 

should check is to make certain the 

striping isn’t a shadow effect (the branch 

throwing a shadow onto the tail, making 

it appear striped). Lighting and shadows 

can really trip you up on bird identifica-

tion! If you zoom in, you can see the 

shadow only covers the undertail coverts, so the black-and

-white banded appearance seems to be accurate. 

Say that you may not know which bird in our area sports a 

gorgeous black tail with a 

contrasting white band and 

a terminal band—how can 

we tell what type of bird 

we are viewing? The foot is 

going to help us out here. 

Check out that brilliant 

yellow foot with long toes 

ending in very long, very 

sharp talons! The upright 

posture while perched also 

points in the same direc-

tion--we have a predator 

here, some type of raptor. 

The toes are long and rela-

tively thin, so some of the 

big, bulky raptors such as 

Red-tailed Hawk and the eagles, are eas-

ily eliminated, leaving us with some type 

of smallish raptor. The photo shows a 

bulky chest, so likely a powerful flyer. 

We can’t see the wings well, to be accu-

rate.  

So, if you look carefully, you can make 

out the edge of the primaries along the 

side of the tail. The wing extends be-

yond the level of the undertail coverts 

(UTCs). This would eliminate both 

Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned Hawk from consideration—

two of our more common smaller raptors. They have 

short, rounded wings that end right about (or just before) 

the level of the UTCs. (They 

also have longer tails.) 

Now we have it narrowed 

down to a longer-winged 

raptor with yellow, long-

toed feet. That fits the fal-

cons rather well!   

Which falcon? Here is 

where that tail comes into 

play… 

American Kestrel, our small-

est falcon, has a lovely rusty

-red tail. This makes them 

very easy to eliminate from 

consideration.  

(ID Challenge, continued on page 13) 

February’s Bird ID Challenge Discussion 

This flat edge 

angling behind 

the tail are the 

primaries 

(outermost flight 

feathers) of the 

wing. 

This is the point 

we can see the 

primaries 

disappearing 

behind the tail. 

This triangle of 

feathers make 

up the undertail 

coverts (UTCs). 

The white at the end of a tail 

here is called a “terminal band”. 

Upright 

posture 

Ouch! 

February’s ID Challenge 

photo by C. McCormack 

Bird ID Challenge 
Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that can be a 

challenge to ID! If there are identifiable features in the photo, submit your 

photo for our next challenge. 

Uncertain about identification or if photo has enough info? Don’t hesitate 

to send it in for discussion and review. Send questions, comments, and 

submissions to Cindy at vas@vancouveraudubon.org. 

Whooooo is this Fuzz-Ball?  Identification and discussion will be in 

the next newsletter.   

March’s ID Challenge 

photo by Bud McCormack 

mailto:nwbirder@gmail.com?subject=Bird%20photo%20challenge
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Peregrine Falcon, our bulkiest (excluding the very rare ap-

pearance of Gyrfalcon, of course!) falcon, has a finely 

barred tail, quite different from the bold, thick bands seen 

in our quiz photo. 

That leaves us with the MERLIN! Merlins are small falcons, 

just a little bit larger than an American Kestrel and they do 

have a tail with thick black (or dark gray/brown) tail bands 

alternating with thinner, contrasting white or buffy bands. 

There is another raptor in our area that can have a similar 

pattern in the tail—the Red-shouldered Hawk. It is a bulki-

er bird overall, with relatively shorter tail and wing. It has 

a flight style similar to that of a Cooper’s Hawk, nothing 

like the powerful jet that is a Merlin! The Red-shouldered 

Hawks look quite large, but compact and stocky when 

perched, unlike the more small and streamlined look of a 

Merlin. 

Merlins may be small, but they have big-falcon attitude! 

They can easily be mistaken for a Peregrine in flight—they 

mean serious business when they take flight. I have seen 

them take large birds for their size, such as European Star-

ling and Eurasian Collared-Dove! They regularly winter in 

our area and can be found in neighborhoods, using perch-

es at the very tops of trees to surveille all those in their 

domain. 

(ID Challenge, continued from page 12) Full view of our quiz bird, watching the VAS Young Birders’ group.  

Photo by Katie Warner 

Showing off that beautiful tail. Note the very weak moustachial stripe 

below the eye. This photo also shows the long, pointed wings of the 

Merlin.  Photo by Katie Warner 

You are invited to a celebration of birds, bats, butter-

flies, botany, and the beauty of spring in eastern 

Washington. Each year, Audubon chapters and their 

friends gather for a few days of camping, birding, and 

exploring the Wenas Wildlife Area near Ellensburg, 

WA. In 2023, the campout will be held the first week-

end in June, avoiding the crowds of Memorial Day. 

The casual and friendly gathering offers a variety of activities, including bird-

ing field trips, wildflower walks, field sketching, and evening campfire 

presentations. Come for the weekend or a single day. There is no charge to 

attend and no registration is required. Donations are accepted for organizing 

costs, including sanitation service.  Information on dispersed camping, activi-

ties, and what to expect are on the website, wenasaudubon.org, or follow 

the Wenas Campout 

group on Facebook for 

current information.   

Wenas Campout June 2-5, 2023 

The Wenas Campout has excellent opportunities to enjoy 

birds! White-headed Woodpeckers and Lazuli Bunting are just 

a few of the wonderful species to enjoy!  Photos: Carol Kohler 

https://wenasaudubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wenasaudubon
https://www.facebook.com/wenasaudubon
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amount of time with eBird notes, tally sheet notes, and 

conversations with some of the teams, I settled on 

23,381 as a good estimate. I do confess though that this 

might be high. It is the highest count of Snow Geese we 

have had in our circle, though our counts have been 

steadily climbing.  For the last five years we have 

ranged from 10,000 to 19,000 birds. Our high count in 

the first 10 years (1967-77) was 250 Snow Geese!  

The biggest challenges of the day included counting 

thousands of Snow Geese, Sandhill Cranes, Mallards, 

Northern Pintail, and Green-winged Teal. The Snow 

Geese were particularly difficult with their movement. 

They were seen in very large numbers around Oak 

Island, Rentenaar Road fields and surrounding lakes, 

and the Columbia Land Trust fields in the Vancouver 

Lake Bottoms.  How they moved between those areas is 

still a bit of a mystery.  

Sandhill Numbers are Holding 

Our Sandhill Crane numbers seem to be holding over 

the last half dozen years, with a count of 5,688 this year 

— our second high. In mid-

October there is a Sandhill 

Crane count across the same 

area. It is designed to catch 

the peak of the southern 

migration to the central 

basin of California and 

possibly the highest density. 

However, our CBC numbers 

have been equal to, or higher 

than, the October crane 

count in recent years.  

The mid-October count 

starts at dusk where counters are stationed at known 

night roosts and the cranes are counted as they come in 

until they cannot be seen or heard—usually 30 to 45 

minutes after sunset. Our CBC count is variable in time 

of day, and we count cranes that have dispersed around 

the circle, making them more susceptible to double 

counting.   

Most of the 1,012 cranes counted on the Washington 

side were seen from the Plas Newydd Farm as they 

moved out and flew north into Woodland Bottoms. The 

cranes that came into the Vancouver Lake Bottoms area 

to feed throughout the morning came from Sauvie 

Island, so those numbers were not added in the final 

CBC tally. 

Low Counts 

Even though in some places it seemed like we couldn’t 

avoid scads of Song Sparrows and Golden-crowned 

Sparrows, we didn’t set any new high records. Some 

noted the lack of sparrows in general in their reports. 

We also missed Vesper Sparrows this year. Our counts 

were generally below median for us. Most numbers for 

ducks, Canada/Cackling Geese, and gulls were low. 

Infrequent Visitors 

There were a couple infrequent visitors this year. The 

two Spotted Sandpipers were seen west of Rentenaar 

Road. We don’t get them very often. They were last seen 

on the count in 2017.  

Although not new to our count, an Acorn Woodpecker is 

a good CBC find.  Jim Danzenbaker and Cameron Cox 

were birding a privately-owned farm in the north 

section of the circle on the Washington side and noted: 

“Calling from far side of large oak motte, never seen but 

highly distinctive call heard 

multiple times well.” Acorn 

Woodpeckers were last on 

the CBC on December 26, 

1968. There was a time 

when finding an Acorn 

Woodpecker on the 

Washington side of the 

river required a trip to Lyle 

in the Columbia River 

Gorge. The Oregon side has 

had a better sightings 

(Christmas Bird Count Data, continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 15) 

Snow Geese 

Photo: Kathleen Kitto, Audubon Photography Awards 

The Oak Island Team 
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record in eBird going as far back as 

September 2000 on Sauvie Island, 

2011 in Delta Park, and more 

recently at Whitaker Ponds.  

In addition to the woodpecker, Jim 

and Cameron were able to pick out a 

Bewick’s subspecies of Tundra 

Swan, Cygnus columbianus bewickii. 

The Bewick’s subspecies generally 

winters in northwest Europe, not in 

our area.  Only occasional vagrants 

are seen from Alaska down the 

Pacific coast into California. 

The complete tabulation of the 2022

-2023 Ridgefield/Sauvie Island 

Christmas Bird Count sightings is 

included on the following page. 

Thank you to all of our CBC 

participants!  

(CBC, continued from page 14) 

(CBC, continued on page 16) 

Christmas Bird Count Data 

Christmas Bird Count Photos 

Left to Right, from top to bottom: 

Laurie Kerr and Jean Brodahl at Salmon 

Creek; Paul Slichter on Bachelor Island; Joan 

Durgin and Kate Ketcham at Whipple Creek;   

Snow Geese on Sauvie Island; Elizabeth Mar-

tin and Bob Flores at Shillapoo and Fazio 

Farm Area;  Chip Hauser looking for Barn 

Owls in Clark Co.; Red-shouldered Hawk on 

River S; collared Dusky Canada Geese on the 

Refuge. 

submitted by Susan Setterberg 



                                                                                              16                                                                                      March 2023 

Greater White-fronted Goose 17 

GWFG x CACG (hybrid) 1 

Snow Goose 23,381 

Brant 1 

Cackling Goose 22,126 
Canada Goose 3,838 

Cackling/Canada Species 3,263 

Trumpeter Swan 1,100 

Tundra Swan 3,892 

Tundra Swan (Bewick’s) ssp 1 

Swan sp. 1,395 

Wood Duck 27 

Gadwall 329 

Eurasian Wigeon 7 

American Wigeon 2,533 
Amer X Eur Wigeon (hybrid) 2 

Mallard 19,481 

Cinnamon Teal 3 

Northern Shoveler 512 

Northern Pintail 7,101 

Green-winged Teal 6,242 

Canvasback 886 

Redhead 4 

Ring-necked Duck 1,517 

Greater Scaup 253 

Lesser Scaup 99 

Scaup sp. 206 

Bufflehead 193 

Common Goldeneye 101 

Barrow’s Goldeneye 17 
Hooded Merganser 176 

Common Merganser 279 

Red-breasted Merganser 1 

Ruddy Duck 120 

Duck sp. 65 

California Quail 12 

Ring-necked Pheasant 10 

Common Loon 1 

Pied-billed Grebe 83 

Horned Grebe 1 
Western Grebe 5 

Double-crested Cormorant 429 

American White Pelican 19 

American Bittern 1 

Great Blue Heron 213 
Great Egret 225 

Northern Harrier 94 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 

Cooper’s Hawk 10 
Bald Eagle - Adult 149 

Bald Eagle - subadult 57 

Red-shouldered Hawk 6 

Red-tailed Hawk 118 

RTHA (Harlan’s) 1 
Rough-legged Hawk 5 

Virginia Rail 8 

American Coot 1,410 

Sandhill Crane 5,688 

Killdeer 49 

Spotted Sandpiper 2 

Greater Yellowlegs 23 

Lesser Yellowlegs 9 

Dunlin 9 

Least Sandpiper 9 
Sandpiper sp. (peeps) 10 

Long-billed Dowitcher 15 

Wilson’s Snipe 26 

Mew Gull (Short-billed) 67 

Ring-billed Gull 68 

California Gull 38 

Herring Gull 11 

Iceland (Thayer’s) Gull 2 

Glaucous-winged Gull 45 

Olympic Gull (GW x W) hybrid 44 

Gull sp. 96 

Rock Pigeon 5 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 37 

Mourning Dove 326 

Barn Owl 11 
Great Horned Owl 22 

Barred Owl 6 

Short-eared Owl 10 

Anna’s Hummingbird 85 

Belted Kingfisher 33 

Acorn Woodpecker 1 

Red-breasted Sapsucker 22 

Downy Woodpecker 76 

Hairy Woodpecker 16 

Northern Flicker 151 
Pileated Woodpecker 8 

American Kestrel 75 

Merlin 2 

Peregrine Falcon 5 

Black Phoebe 15 
Northern Shrike 3 

Hutton’s Vireo 4 

Steller’s Jay 89 

California Scrub-Jay 188 
American Crow 332 

Common Raven 37 

Black-capped Chickadee 491 

Chestnut-backed Chickadee 58 

Bushtit 230 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 33 

White-breasted Nuthatch 73 

Brown Creeper 90 

Pacific Wren 66 

Marsh Wren 54 

Bewick’s Wren 116 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 216 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 153 

Hermit Thrush 15 

American Robin 493 
Varied Thrush 36 

European Starling 3,115 

American Pipit 65 

Common Yellowthroat 1 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 124 

Townsend’s Warbler 14 

Fox Sparrow 131 

Dark-eyed Junco 848 

White-crowned Sparrow 246 

WCSP - Gambel’s - ssp 3 

Golden-crowned Sparrow 1,356 

White-throated Sparrow 6 

Savannah Sparrow 62 

Song Sparrow 828 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 64 
Swamp Sparrow 1 

Spotted Towhee 247 

Sparrow sp. 33 

Red-winged Blackbird 3,412 

Western Meadowlark 72 

Brewer’s Blackbird 417 

Brown-headed Cowbird 71 

Blackbird sp. 21 

House Finch 160 

Purple Finch 21 
Pine Siskin 16 

Lesser Goldfinch 10 

American Goldfinch 207 

Finch sp. 4 

Evening Grosbeak 6 
House Sparrow 37 

(Christmas Bird Count Data, continued 

from page 15) 
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INJURED WILDLIFE:  WHAT TO DO? 

Injured Wildlife Hotline: 503-292-0304 
 

The nearest wildlife care and rehabilitation 
center is operated by Portland Audubon. 
Here are some general guidelines from 
their Wildlife Care Center:  

1. Prioritize your safety 

2. Safely contain the animal 

3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take it to. Wild-
life Care Center 

• Do not handle the animal any more than necessary to contain 
it Limiting contact will reduce stress on the animal. 

• Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet space. Keep 
them away from children and pets. 

• Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on low under 
half their enclosure, or a sock filled with dry rice and micro-
waved for 1-3 minutes.  

• Do not feed the animal.  

• Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many wild ani-
mals do not drink standing water, and attempting to help 
them drink can result in pneumonia. In addition, if an animal 
spills its water and gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in 
doubt, it is better not to leave water. 

Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon as you can. If 
you can’t bring it to the center during our open hours, or you be-
lieve the animal is in critical condition and needs immediate atten-
tion after hours, the Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with 
the 24 hour Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in 
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281. 

If you are unable to transport to the care center, try calling Arden 
360-892-8872. If he is available to transport a bird, you will be 
asked to donate a gas mileage compensation and a small donation 
for the Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick up. 

The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients and oper-
ates its Injured Wildlife Hotline 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., 365 days a year. 

NWR Updates 

Refuge Information current as of publication. Check 
the alerts on the website for current information. 

 

Ridgefield NWR  
Entrance fee 

Automatic Gate times for all units: dawn to dusk, 
times posted at the entrance and on website  

 

“S” Unit 

Auto Tour Route: Open Daily 

Auto traffic only (must remain inside your vehicle 
except at entry kiosk and viewing blind trail) 

October 1 to April 30. 

Kiwa Trail: closed October 1 to April 30 

 

Carty Unit 

Oak-to-Wetlands Trail: Open 

Port entrance Lookout: Open year-round 

Port entrance & Carty Trail: Seasonal trail closed 
Oct. 1-April 30.  

 

 Steigerwald Lake NWR  
Open Daily, Sunrise - Sunset 

Check website for gate times.  

The seasonal portion of the Wildlife Art Trail 

(between gates) is closed for the season, and will 

reopen on May 1.  

 

Vancouver Audubon Society Support & Donation Form 

Membership dues support education, speaker programs, newsletter, and conservation projects.  

    _____ I wish to become a supporter of  Vancouver Audubon for $20/year or $_____________ 
 

Please include this form and make check payable to and send to:  Vancouver Audubon,  P.O. Box 1966,  Vancouver, WA 98668-

1966   -OR– join/renew/donate online at vancouveraudubon.org  
       

VAS will not share your information with any other organization. VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  
 

    NAME______________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________________  

 CITY_________________ STATE__________ ZIP__________ PHONE ________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ (req’d for newsletter) 

For additional information on membership to National Audubon (Chapter # Y13) , go to http://www.audubon.org/ 

Renewal date: 

September 1st 

https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/found-a-wild-animal/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://www.dovelewis.org/
https://www.refuge2020.info/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/steigerwald_lake/
https://vancouveraudubon.org/membership/
http://www.audubon.org/


                                                                                              18                                                                                      March 2023 

THE COLUMBIA FLYWAY is the monthly newsletter of the Vancouver Audubon Society, a chapter of the National Audubon Society. 
Publication deadline is the 20th of the preceding month unless otherwise posted. 

Contents 

VAS Board & Chairs ....................................... 2 

From The Board ............................................ 2 

Programs ....................................................... 3 

Field Trips ...................................................... 4 

Conservation ................................................. 1,6-7 

Wilson Cady’s Afield ...................................... 8-10 

Bird ID Challenge ........................................... 12-13 

NWR Updates ................................................ 17 

Membership/Donation form ........................ 17 

Injured Wildlife ............................................. 17 

8101 NE Parkway 

Vancouver, WA 98662
(360) 253-5771 

backyardbirdshop.com 

Feb 28 (TUE): Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm 

March 1 (WED): Bird Walk: Vancouver Lake Regional Park, 8:00 am 

March 7 (TUE): Monthly Program: Pollinators, 6:30pm social/program 7pm via Zoom. 

March 9 (Thu): Field Trip, Grays Harbor Co. Crane Search 
March 11 (SAT): Young Birders Field Experience - Planting with Watershed Alliance at Burnt Bridge Creek  

March 18 (SAT): Young Birders’ Club Bird Walk, led by Katie Warner. See website for details. 
March 22: (WED): Field Trip in the Gorge; Young Birders’ Club Meeting at 6 pm 

March 28 (TUE): Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm 

April 1 (SAT):  First-of-Month Bird Walk, Ridgefield NWR Carty Unit, 7:30 am 

April 4 (TUE): Monthly Program: Cranes’ Landing, 6:30pm social/program 7pm 
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