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Save the Date!
Friday, December 16, 2022
Sauvie/Ridgefield/Vancouver Christmas Bird Count
If you wish to count on the Oregon side of the circle,
contact Karen Bachman pppahooie@comcast.net or
call/text to 971-207-7754.

Join Us for Advocacy Day, December 5-6
During ACOW, we hosted a conversation with three of
the most influential state legislators in Olympia. Our panelists included: Senator Christine Rolfes of the 23rd legislative district, the chair of the powerful Senate Committee on Ways and Means; Representative Mike Chapman of the 24th legislative district, the chair of the House
Rural Development, Agriculture, and Natural Resources
Committee; and Representative Steve Tharinger of the
24th legislative district, who oversees the development of
the state capital budget.

If you wish to count on the Washington side of the
circle, contact Susan Setterberg at smsetterberg@yahoo.com or call/text to 856-701-2542.
Early notification of interest is appreciated. If you
have counted before and have a location preference
or a list of people to be part of your count team, just
let us know. We will send out detailed instructions
and assignments in early December.

Everyone is welcome, no matter your experience or
the amount of time you have to count on December
16th. Feeder watchers within the circle are invited to
The panel discussion explored state policy and budget
items for the upcoming 2023 legislative session that could join the count. If you would like more information
have a positive impact on birds and the habitat they need about the CBC, you can find it here: Christmas Bird
to thrive. Specific topics included responsibly-sited clean Count.
energy in Washington’s shrub-steppe, shoreline protection in Puget Sound, funding for the Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s biodiversity programs, and how to allocate
revenues from the state’s new Climate Commitment Act
program. These legislative heavyweights expressed support for a number of our priorities.
Sign up today for our third annual Virtual Advocacy Day
on December 5 and 6 to help make sure your state legislators are all-in on protecting birds and ecosystems in the
upcoming legislative session (don’t forget to ask your
friends to sign up as well). We’re also looking for some
district leads to help coordinate advocacy meetings with
key legislators. If this sounds like you, please reach out to
Teri Anderson at tanderson@audubon.org.

Mountain Bluebird. Photo: Carol Grenier

Which woodpecker was that? Everyone can participate!
Photo: Camilla Cerea/Audubon

From the VAS Board
By Joan Durgin, Treasurer
bers and just approved a policy for field trip leaders
to receive mileage reimbursement if they request it.
We submit all reports in a timely manner to regulatory agencies to retain our good standing as a nonprofit organization.

With every newsletter and every program meeting, I
am always so grateful for the education, entertainment, bird ID challenges and more. My gratitude not
only goes to our volunteer board and committee representatives, but all of the members of our organization deserve a thank you because without your generous support, we could not accomplish so much.

Then there are many important functions we accomBesides educating and entertaining our members,
plish: research, respond and recommend to local and
our board strives to just be a better business organi- state agencies on important conservation issues, clization. Several years ago we shopped around and
mate change action items and comment on potential
purchased liability insurance
development and mining plans.
as well as an Officers and DiWe offer about 3 field trips or
rectors policy. We’ve adopted
bird walks a month; we contact
board policies to deal with
all 3rd-5th grade teachers in
COVID restrictions and how
Clark County informing them of
that effects field trips and prothe Audubon Adventures kits,
gram meetings because we
and now we offer virtual and inwanted our members to feel
person monthly programs, plus
safe. We have completely crelive stream the program on Faceated a new website in the past
book. I am so proud of our chapyear and updated our logo.
ter accomplishments with such
We are drafting a conflict of
devoted and skilled volunteers.
American White Pelicans Photo by C. McCormack
interest policy for board memVancouver Audubon believes in the wisdom of nature’s design and promotes this
through education, involvement, stewardship, enjoyment and advocacy.
PO Box 1966 | Vancouver, WA 98668-1966
Website | vancouveraudubon.org
Facebook | @VancouverAudubon
Chartered December 18, 1975
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Program meetings will be held in rooms #2 and
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Office at 13413 NE LeRoy Haagen Memorial
Drive, Vancouver, WA
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Programs: Don Rose
meetings@vancouveraudubon.org

VAS Programs

Our September meeting was the first LIVE MEETING
in over two years! We have a great new modern
meeting room at Evergreen Public Schools District
Office at 13413 NE LeRoy Haagen Memorial Drive,
Vancouver, WA. It is almost directly across NE 136th
Avenue from the Washington Dept. of Licensing
office. We will also be continuing to broadcast the
meeting via Zoom for those that are unable or prefer not to meet in person. All Vancouver Audubon

members will receive a Zoom invitation via email. If
you intend to attend via Zoom, you must register in
advance to receive the link to the meeting. Zoom
will also allow us to continue live streaming on Facebook.
Previous program recordings can be found on our
Vancouver Audubon Society Facebook page and edited versions are now on our YouTube page. Search
YouTube for “Vancouver Audubon Society”.

Upcoming Programs:
November 1st – Birds
and Beasts of South
Africa

December 6th—Swans
and Snow Geese

Local member Steve Bredthauer
has recently taken three separate
trips to South Africa to
photograph birds and other
wildlife. Steve has put together a
show highlighting the species
that he discovered there.

Trumpeter Swans
Photo: Mick Thompson

Martha Jordan, Washington’s
well-known swan biologist, will
be here to discuss these beautiful
wintering birds, their habitats,
and conservation.

Pied Kingfisher
Photo by Steve Bredthauer

Kori Bustard and black-backed jackal
Photo by Steve Bredthauer

Programs are held the first Tuesday of the
month. Programs start at 7:00 pm, with a
casual social time at 6:30pm. All are welcome,
we hope you will join us!

The November field trip will be
visiting a trail in Pacific County
named in honor of Martha and
her work!

Contact Don Rose for more information or to get a
Zoom link: meetings@vancouveraudubon.org
Please send all topic, speaker, and program
suggestions and requests to Don Rose at the above
email address.
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Field Trips: Randy Hill
fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org

VAS Field Trips

Please visit the VAS website for field trip details and requirements.
Vancouver from this point, likely home late afternoon.
Spotting scopes encouraged and radios if you have them.

Tuesday, Nov 1
First-of-Month Bird Walk

Limit of 5 cars but TBD with one or two day option, 10
total participants. Trip travel type expectations: Pace: 1-2;
Terrain: A; generally <1 mile walking. Mostly driving to
viewing spots or along routes.

Leader: Cindy McCormack
Meeting time: 8:00am
Meeting location: Water Resources Center, west lot
Register: vas@vancouveraudubon.org

Monday, Nov 14, 2022
Pacific County (optional extension)
to Leader: Randy Hill/co-leaders expected

November’s bird walk: Water Resource Center to
Tidewater Marina
Hopefully we get some fair weather! Let’s check out the
feeders at the center, then head along the trail to the river
and look for wintering ducks, loons, and grebes. Meet in
the lot on the west side of the Water Resource Center,
4600 SE Columbia Way, Vancouver.

Departure time: 7:00 am
Meeting location: Salmon Creek Park & Ride
Register: email re_hill@q.com or call/text 360-975-2573

Bird Walks are meant to be a casual, local morning of
birding. They are a great time to enjoy birds with others,
find new areas to visit, and/or work on bird identification
by sight and sound or to practice your eBird app with help
when needed. These walks are usually easy to join or
depart at any time during the morning, no commitment to
participate in the entire walk if you have limited time.

Target species include resident and migrating species in a
wide variety of marsh, mixed forest, estuary, coastal bay,
sandy beach, open ocean. ThIs extension to the previous
day’s trip has nearly the diversity of the August Grays
Harbor trip but reflects late fall/wintering species.
Itinerary: Split from the single-day participants Sunday
afternoon to head to Pacific County, continuing west on SR
-4 toward Long Beach with some additional birding before
lodging. Monday’s birding will include a variety of stops
that could include Nahcotta, Oysterville, Leadbetter Point
SP, Cape Disappointment SP, Ilwaco Marina and Chinook
Valley. We will carpool within current COVID guidelines.
Trip will likely go to at least mid-afternoon before a return
home. Spotting scopes encouraged and radios if you have
them.

Sunday, Nov 13, 2022
Wahkiakum County w/optional
extension to Pacific County
Leader: Randy Hill/co-leaders expected
Departure time: 7:00 am
Meeting location: Salmon Creek Park & Ride
Register: email re_hill@q.com or call/text 360-975-2573

Limit of 5 cars but TBD with one or two day option, 10
total participants. Trip travel type expectations: Pace: 1-2;
Terrain: A; generally <1 mile walking. Mostly driving to
viewing spots or along routes.

Target species include resident and migrating species in a
wide variety of marsh, riparian, ag/pasture, mixed forest,
open river. The 2-day trip has nearly the diversity of the
August Grays Harbor trip but reflects late fall/wintering
species.

Dates TBD
Raptor Survey Route

Itinerary: Meet to leave at 07:00 at the Salmon Creek Park
and Ride to carpool within current COVID guidelines. We
will head north to Longview and travel west on SR-4 with
stops at Puget Island, Julia Butler Hansen NWR, and Grays
Bay around to Altoona. Those continuing the next day in
Pacific County will split from the group after this point to
continue west. Those returning will head back to

Leader: Randy Hill
Departure time: Arranged
Meeting location: Arranged
Register: email re_hill@q.com or call/text 360-975-2573
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VAS Conservation

Susan Saul
conservation@vancouveraudubon.org

Vancouver City Council permanently bans large, new fossil fuel developments
by City of Vancouver and Susan Saul
On Oct. 3, the Vancouver City
Council voted unanimously to approve changes to the
city’s fossil fuel code. The ordinance—which supports two
of the city’s policy priorities, addressing climate change
•
and equity—seeks to protect and enhance public health
and safety, environment, and foster a transition to cleaner fuels in alignment with the city's Climate Action goals.

number of types of liquid or gaseous fuels produced from renewable sources or that
have low or no emissions
The capacity of existing bulk fossil fuel facilities could
be expanded by 15% if switched to cleaner fuels, upgraded to seismic standards, and subject to approval
of fire and spill response plans, among other requirements

Thank you to everyone for your persistent efforts: showing up to testify, submitting comments, and urging the
• New cleaner fuel facilities of up to one million gallons
city to do the right thing to protect our local health and
capacity may be allowed by conditional use permit in
safety, as well as protecting our region by preventing adthe IH District in order to support the City’s Climate
ditional fossil fuel unit trains traveling through the ColumAction Strategy and a transition away from fossil fuels
bia River Gorge.
“The environmental health impacts of fossil fuel facilities
“We’re concerned fossil fuel facilities pose a risk to the
add disparate burdens on some communities in Vancouarea’s health and safety,” said Chad Eiken, the city’s comver,” said Dan Serres, Columbia Riverkeeper conservation
munity development director. “There are currently six
director. “The proposed ordinance avoids worsening envibulk facilities that are susceptible to liquefaction and hazronmental health disparities already present in Vancouardous materials could potentially flow into the Columbia
ver and demonstrates an awareness of the difficulties
River, wetlands and other wildlife habitats in the case of a
these communities face.”
seismic event. These code changes are intended to reApproval of the fossil fuel code change ordinance does
duce this risk and also minimize greenhouse gas emisnot apply to storage or use of petroleum for commercial
sions.”
sales or industrial processes, or maintenance or repair of
Changes under the approved ordinance include:
existing facilities.
• New bulk fossil fuel facilities, coal energy-generating
The ordinance allows for existing fossil fuel facilities to be
facilities and solid fuel yards will be prohibited in all
maintained and upgraded; an allowed modest increase in
zoning districts
capacity is intended to incentivize a conversion to cleaner
• Existing bulk fossil fuel facilities could be upgraded
fuel and upgrade to seismic standards. The moratorium
and maintained to ensure safe operations
will expire and the ordinance takes effect November 5.
•

Cleaner fuels will be specifically defined to include a

Link with Rewards Programs to donate when you shop
You can make a difference for Vancouver Audubon while you shop. Through
a one-time linking, you can trigger an automatic donation
by participating in the Fred Meyer Community Rewards
Program and AmazonSmile. Thanks to all of you who've
signed up for the Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program. Vancouver Audubon receives a check 4 times per
year, based on how many people shop and how much
they purchase at Fred Meyer stores. Please help us by

signing up for the Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program and selecting
Vancouver Audubon Society as your charity of choice. The
best part is that linking will not diminish any benefits or
rewards you already receive.
Select the Vancouver Audubon Society as your Amazon
Smile non-profit organization of choice and the VAS will
automatically receive a donation from Amazon valued at
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases at no cost to you.
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Vancouver Audubon Supports Outstanding Resource Water Designations
Under the Clean Water Act of 1972, states and Tribes can
designate rivers as Outstanding National Resource Waters
(ORW) for a variety of reasons, including high water quality, exceptional recreational or ecological significance, or
the existence of cold-water thermal refuges. ORWs maintain water quality, protect fish, wildlife or other ecological
values, and support recreation. An ORW designation prohibits new or increased pollution in a waterway, although
it does not affect existing rights.

The Green River meets the ORW
by Susan Saul
qualifications due to its relatively
pristine condition, high water quality, unique recreational
value, and statewide ecological significance. The Green
River and named tributaries comprise about 44.1 miles of
streams. This total does not include unnamed tributaries,
wetlands, or intermittent or perennial streams, but these
are included in the nomination.
The Green River originates from snowmelt near Spirit Lake
on the northeast side of Mount St. Helens and is a tributary to the Toutle River just downstream of the Sediment
Retention Structure. Like the rest of the Toutle River system, the Green has been shaped by the 1980 eruption of
Mount St. Helens. Partly as a result of that eruption – and
partly in spite of it – the area has outstanding and nationally significant scientific, geologic, recreational and scenic
resources.

The Washington Department of Ecology has initiated rulemaking this year to consider designating segments of the
Green River near Mount St. Helens, the Cascade River in
the Skagit River watershed, and Glacier Peak’s Napeequa
River as the state’s first ORWs. These rivers provide clean
drinking water for communities, support local economies –
including through abundant recreation opportunities – and
enhance the health of fish and wildlife.

Vancouver Audubon has joined other conservation organi- Patches of ancient forest that survived the eruption prozations in a letter of support for these nominations, partic- vide habitats for a host of native species, including the
ularly the Green River.
Northern Spotted Owl. The Green River also contains critical fish habitat for salmon, steelhead, lamprey and coastal
The Green River nomination includes segments that origicutthroat trout, and it is designated as a wild steelhead
nate in the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument
gene bank. Priority habitats include freshwater forested
and extend to the Gifford Pinchot National Forest boundaand shrub wetland, freshwater emergent wetland, and
ry with private timber lands. The river flows through land
riverine habitat.
that originally belonged to the Confederated Tribes and
Bands of the Yakama Nation and the Cowlitz Indian Tribe. The Department of Ecology anticipates holding a formal
public comment period for each river next summer.

Bird Migration Explorer is Audubon’s Latest Conservation Tool
by Susan Saul
National Audubon recently announced the
Bird Migration Explorer, a first-of-its-kind, interactive, digital
platform that visualizes the heroic annual journeys of 458 North
American migratory species.
The culmination of years of collaboration and scientific contributions from hundreds of researchers and institutions and 520 migration studies, the Explorer will transform the way we approach
the toughest conservation challenges and our relationship with
the birds we all love.
With 2.5 billion migratory birds lost since 1970, by mapping
where, when, and how extensively species are exposed to human
activities and environmental changes, we can better understand
the challenges birds face and explore solutions that will maximize
benefits for birds and people.
Try out the Bird Migration Explorer for yourself and gain new appreciation for migratory birds. (A mobile version is planned to be
developed later.)
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gorgebirds@juno.com

Wilson Cady’s Afield

(360)835-5947

Abundance Codes used in this column:
(1) Common, (2) Uncommon, (3) Harder to find, usually seen annually, (4) Rare, 5+ records, (5) Fewer than 5 records
These codes vary for each county, to see all 39 WA county checklists go to wabirder.com and click on Checklists.
A bird reported for the first time in a county in 2022 is marked FOY for first of the year.
Most of the sightings in this report are only the highlights gleaned from the eBird reports, to see the complete list for any outing go
to eBird.org and enter the county name into Explore and then scroll to that date.

Sept. 22, Jared Strawderman
cled the summit and appeared to
found 5 HORNED LARKS (4) Steiland. They kept coming with
gerwald Lake NWR, about a half
them counting 23 ravens. About
of a mile down the Mountain
10-15 minutes later, they began
View Trail from the parking lot.
to take off in the similar groups
These birds nest in open areas at
and fly south again. As we
higher elevations in places like
watched them, the group memMt. Saint Helens and the eastern
bers were engaging with one anend of the Gorge. They are usualother on the wing and doing aerily a winter visitor here although
al acrobatics. It was quite enterthere is an endangered subspetaining, but she doesn't rememcies, the Streaked Horned, that
ber seeing ravens gathering in
Horned Lark at Steigerwald NWR
breeds on the sandbars and issuch a large group on a mountain
Photo by C. McCormack
lands in the Columbia River. It
top.
would be interesting to determine which subspecies these
Sept. 26, the continuing 3 ACORN WOODPECKERS at the
were and if there is the possibility that they may be the
Fort Vancouver NHS, were seen by Jim Danzenbaker and
endangered ones repopulating former habitat after the
Gregory Johnson.
restoration work at the Steigerwald Lake NWR.
Sept. 25, Fran Lenski saw that the SANDHILL CRANES have
returned to the Vancouver lowlands. He also spotted four
airborne AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS and large groups of
CACKLING GEESE in the Vancouver Lake lowlands.

Sept. 26, Larry Hooge found 3 LEWIS'S WOODPECKERS (3)
on Strawberry Island, below Bonneville Dam in Skamania
County. And Josh Barstow spotted two of them there and
said that this was the third location he had seen them at in
the county during the last couple of weeks.

Sept. 25, 3 ACORN WOODPECKERS (5) were found by Cindy McCormack at the Fort Vancouver National Historic
Site. She heard them calling from one of the ancient oaks
growing there where they have been seen a couple of other years.

Sept. 27, Thomas Tinsley found 2 of the Fort Vancouver
NHS ACORN WOODPECKERS, while Randy Hill spotted 3 of
them there after hearing them calling near the Veterans
War Memorial close to the auditorium.

Sept. 29, Cindy McCormack revisited the Fort Vancouver
NHS, and had at least 4 ACORN WOODPECKERS visible at
one time on a snag-topped tree southwest of building 405,
caching acorns. Later, she saw 3 on the north side of
Officer's Row but was unable to tell if they were additional
Sept. 25, Paul Slichter, Lu Pinson, Carolyn Wright and Su- individuals or if the group on the south side of the fort
san Saul hiked the loop over Sawtooth Mountain at Indian property had moved. Janet Phillips searched for many
Heaven Wilderness Area. From a viewpoint along the ridge minutes in the oak grove area without success; but as she
on the south shoulder of Sawtooth, which has a steep
walked up Ft. Vancouver Way, 2 ACORN WOODPECKERS
drop off along its east face, they watched COMMON RAflew over; possibly the same ones Cindy saw on Officer's
VENS in groups of 3 up to 8 fly from the south to the north
(Continued on page 8)
to gather at the summit of Sawtooth Mountain. They cirSept. 25, Luke Hanes heard the liquid gurgling call of a late
migrant PURPLE MARTIN off and on for several minutes
over his home in Vancouver. I am always amazed by how
loud this birds call is and how far the call carries.
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Oct. 5, Cindy McCormack and Les Carlson picked out a
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (5) in a mixed flock of sparRow.
rows at Steigerwald Lake NWR. These are dainty little
Sept. 30, Pamela Gunn had 2 ACORN WOODPECKERS at birds that only nest in a couple of small colonies in eastFort Vancouver NHS, calling in oaks near the new parking ern Washington with the majority of their population belot. Michael Hanley was able to photograph three of them ing found east of the Rocky Mountains. They said that this
bird was slightly smaller than a nearby LINCOLN'S SPARthere.
ROW.
Sept. 30, Samuel Holman was birding on the north side of
Mt. Adams in Skamania County, around High Camp on the Oct. 5, a very late YELLOW WARBLER was seen at the
north end of Dike Road in the Woodland Bottoms by DaKillen Creek Trail when he encountered 3 MOUNTAIN
vid Irons, Shawneen Finnegan and Jim Danzenbaker.
BLUEBIRDS (3).
(Afield, continued from page 7)

Oct. 6, SAY'S PHOEBES (3) are not
unexpected here as a Spring migrant but are rare in the Fall, so the
one Cindy McCormack found in the
Vancouver Lake lowlands, flycatching from a barbed wire fence was
notable.

Oct. 1, 6 early returning TUNDRA
SWANS were reported from Steigerwald Lake NWR, by Yu Gu.
Oct. 1, TREE SWALLOWS are one
of the earliest local nesting birds
to migrate so the four seen at the
Ridgefield NWR-River 'S' Unit by
Tara Lemezis were unusual.

Oct. 6, Cathy Flick banded a hatch
year SWAINSON'S THRUSH at the
St. Cloud Wayside, Skamania County where she has had them there in
the fall through mid-October each
year when they are considered to
be a rare late migrant.

Oct. 1, the ten remaining participants of the VAS outing led by Cindy McCormack, found 1 ACORN
WOODPECKER at Frenchman's
Bar Regional Park, a first record for
this location.

Oct. 7, John Bishop, Jim DanzenbaAcorn Woodpecker
ker, David Irons and Gregory JohnOct. 2, Becky Kent and Russ Kopphoto by Greg Johnson
son were watching for migrant rappendrayer saw 4 ACORN WOODPECKERS behind the Auditorium Building at Fort Vancou- tors from the north end of the Dike Road in Woodland,
when they picked out 2 BROAD-WINGED HAWKS (5) lookver NHS.
ing positively tiny in a kettle of vultures. A LEWIS'S
Oct. 1, we had a late PACIFIC-SLOPE FLYCATCHER and a
WOODPECKER (4) and a YELLOW-SHAFTED NORTHERN
late female WESTERN TANAGER that was eating grapes
FLICKER were also seen.
growing in our hedge in western Skamania County.
Oct. 7, at Rock Creek Mill Pond, in Stevenson, 1 male REDOct. 2, Janet Phillips located 4 ACORN WOODPECKERS at HEAD (3) was seen in a mixed flock of other duck species
the Fort Vancouver NHS, and said that they were in alby Josh Barstow.
most constant motion in and between the oak trees just
north of the construction site on Ft. Vancouver Way and Oct. 8, Jim Danzenbaker had an amazing day at the north
end of the Woodland Bottoms, Cowlitz County with: 1017
5th St.
TURKEY VULTURES, a new single day record for this locaOct. 3, Robert Vanderkamp saw the very active and quite tion which beat the previous record by 242 with an alnoisy 4 ACORN WOODPECKERS of the Fort Vancouver
most continuous stream for about 2.5 hours. He also saw
NHS.
1 Osprey, 1 NORTHERN HARRIER, 8 SHARP-SHINNED
HAWK, 5 COOPER'S HAWK, 2 BALD EAGLES, 1 REDOct. 3, Bob Flores was at the Frenchman's Bar Regional
Park, when he heard a lingering WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE SHOULDERED HAWK and at least 6 RED-TAILED HAWKS,
calling several times giving a nasal “breee” and spotted it
flycatching.

(Continued on page 9)
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other Swamp Sparrow was
seen at the Ridgefield NWRRiver S Unit by Jim Danzenbaker.

(Afield, continued from page 8)

but there may have been
more since it is difficult to distinguish locals from migrants.

Oct. 17, the HORNED LARKS
continued at the Steigerwald
Lake NWR and were seen by
Cindy McCormack, Bob Flores, Ken Pitts and Janet Phillips.

Oct. 8, Les Carlson and I had a
TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE (3)
feeding in a Mountain Ash
tree in our yard six miles east
of Washougal.

Oct 10, Susan Saul, Paul
Oct 18, a juvenile SNOW
Slichter, Luan Pinson and CarGOOSE was found by Josh
olyn Wright saw a juvenile
Barstow at Skamania LandNORTHERN GOSHAWK (3)
ing, that was also indeSpruce Grouse at Horseshoe Lake (Skamania Co.)
Photo by Wilson Cady
while hiking the Pacific Crest
pendently reported by Les
Trail from Crest Camp to IndiCarlson. In Skamania County
an Racetrack in the Indian Heaven Wilderness Area in Ska- they are a rare visitor but they seem to be becoming an
mania County. They had about a 5-second view of the bird annual sighting and in need of downgrading to a code 3
flying directly at the group, then passing about 10 feet
bird.
overhead before flying away.
Oct 19, Dave Lockman was hiking in the Indian Heaven
Oct 11, Jim Danzenbaker found another Immature BROAD Wilderness Area in Skamania County when he encoun-WINGED HAWK loosely associated with a kettle of 47
tered a BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER (3), a bird associatTURKEY VULTURES while birding from Dike Road in Wood- ed with higher elevations and with an affinity for fire killed
land, his third one there this fall.
trees, often moving into burnt areas right after a forest
fire. There are no records of this woodpecker ever having
Oct. 15, Pamela Gunn found one of the ACORN WOODbeen seen in Clark County but there is the possibility that
PECKERS at Fort Vancouver NHS, flying out of and back
the Nakia Creek Fire on Larch Mountain will create the
into trees by the workers village at the Fort.
habitat to attract the first ones.
Oct. 16, while birding in Skamania County on the north
side of Mt. Adams, John Bishop spotted 10 SNOW GOOSE
(4) at Horse Camp as they flew over after he recognized
their call. At nearby Horseshoe Lake, he found 4 SPRUCE
GROUSE (4) a bird with a very limited range in our region
of the state. The subspecies that is found here used to be
called a Franklin’s Grouse.

Oct. 19, a WHITE-THROATED SPARROW was at the Cascade Park area feeder of Arden and Sherry Hagen.

Oct. 17, on the Burnt-Bridge Creek-Steward Glen Trail,
Luke Hanes picked out a SWAMP SPARROW (3). It was
also seen there later in the day by Gregory Johnson. An-

Oct. 20, in Skamania County, a visit to Strawberry Island by

Oct 19, Samuel Holman found another SWAMP SPARROW
(4) at the Bingen Pond in Klickitat County.

Oct. 19, Robert Vanderkamp rode the mountain bike trail
from Hantwick Road to the Bells Mountain Trail and heard
Oct 16, a CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD was photographed by a NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL (3) and an estimated 35
Ann Marie Wood at the Balch Cemetery on Balch Rd near PACIFIC WRENS which he said could be heard all along the
Lyle, in Klickitat County. While regular at this location this route.
was a late date for one to still be here.
Oct. 20, at Steigerwald Lake NWR, by Cindy McCormack
Oct. 17, 2 RUSTY BLACKBIRDS (5) were spotted at the
and Les Carlson identified 65 species including 2 SNOW
Steigerwald Lake NWR by Cindy McCormack. I believe this GEESE, 2 BLACK PHOEBE, a continuing HORNED LARK and
is a new bird for the refuge and an unusually early date for heard the phoebe-like call note of a SWAMP SPARROW
this boreal-nesting species to be seen here. This species
several times from the dense shrubs and reed-canary
normally winters in the eastern US coastal states.
grass in the old Gibbons Creek bed.

(Continued on page 10)
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number of gulls. If you
take the time to search
through these gulls, sometimes an usual one can be
found

(Continued from page 9)

John Davis produced
42 species including
another WHITETHROATED SPARROW
(4).

Apparently with the number of Broad-winged
Hawks, Swamp Sparrows
and the two Rusty Blackbirds reported we should
watch for more vagrant
birds from east of the
Rocky Mountains.

Oct. 20, Luke Hanes
returned to the Burnt
Bridge Creek-Steward
Glen Trail where he
spotted a EURASIAN
WIGEON (2), the first
reported this fall.

I have been following the
Oct. 21, in the mornfall migration on a site,
ing, a FRANKLIN’S
https://
Band-tailed Pigeons
GULL (5) and PACIFIC
dashboard.birdcast.info
Photo by Wilson Cady
LOON (4) were found
that uses radar to estiby Jim Danzenbaker at
mate the number of birds
Marine Park where he and Gregory Johnson the first SURF passing each night over every county in the lower fortySCOTER (3) for this fall in the afternoon.
eight states during the migration periods. Along with the
nightly count of birds, their speed, elevation and direction
Oct. 22, April and Eric Brown walked the Burnt Bridge
are also shown and it has charts showing how this year
Creek-Steward Glen Trail and found a BLUE-WINGED TEAL, compares with the historical averages. Now that we are
the earlier reported male EURASIAN WIGEON and a flock nearing the end of the period that they track, the thing
of 18 RED CROSSBILLS, a species that have been locally
that grabs my attention is that the graph showing the
scarce this year.
number of birds that have passed over both Clark and Skamania Counties this year is only about half the historical
Oct. 22, we had a WESTERN SCREECH-OWL calling in the
early morning from a conifer grove in our woods and daily number. From the cumulative checklist of birds seen in
both these counties as well as the entire state the number
for the last week we have been getting small flocks of
of species seen has remained stable but it seems to me
BAND-TAILED PIGEONS, all of them have been juvenile
that there were many fewer individual birds that passed
birds lacking the white collar found on the back of the
through our property this year.
neck of adult birds.
It is the time of the year when waterfowl, raptors and the Please continue to send me your sightings or enter them
wintering finches become more abundant in the places we into eBird for use in this column and the year list project of
can comfortably bird during the winter from our vehicles compiling all of the species seen in each county by anyone
this year. I would also would appreciate any photos of
like the Ridgefield NWR “S” Unit auto tour and the Vanany less common birds for use in this column.
couver Lake lowlands. Every fall we get a few of all three
species of scoters in the rafts
The 2022 Washington County Cuof scaup and other diving
mulative Year List Project has talducks along the Vancouver
lied 223 species in Clark County for
waterfront trails. Occasionally
the year and in Skamania County
there are real rarities found
list is now at 197. These lists of all
among these waterfowl, like
of the birds reported in each counTufted Duck and Long-tailed
ty are updated every two months
Duck. This same stretch of the
and can be seen at Washington
Columbia River attracts loons
Birder (wabirder.com)
Long-tailed Ducks
and grebes that winter on or
Photo by Tim Bowman
near the river, along with a
By Wilson Cady
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Bird ID Challenge

By Cindy McCormack

Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that can be a challenge to ID! If there are identifiable
features in the photo, submit your photo for our next challenge.
Uncertain about identification or if photo has enough info? Don’t
hesitate to send it in for discussion and review.
Send questions, comments, and submissions to Cindy at
vas@vancouveraudubon.org.

Can you identify the wing in this photo? Identification and
discussion on a series of wings in this family will be in the next
newsletter.

Photo courtesy of Slater Museum wing colloection

October’s Bird ID Challenge Discussion
Last month’s photo does present
Nashville, MacGillivray’s, Orangea bit of a challenge, even with
crowned, Townsend’s, Hermit,
many of the features available to
Black-throated Gray, and Common
examine in this photo. As menYellowthroat. Something you
tioned in the challenge, it is a
might note on all these warblers,
warbler. But how do we know it’s
they all have some yellow! (Even
a warbler (besides the fact I told
the Black-throated Gray Waryou it was one, of course!)? Size,
bler—it has a small spot of yellow
shape, habitat and behavior are
on the lores!). However, there is
October’s Challenge. Photo: Greg Johnson
great clues. The brilliant yellow
also quite the variety of the type
helps, but let’s consider the other qualities.
and/or location of the yellow. Of the warbler listed here,
we need to consider bird with bright yellow on the face.
Warblers are small birds, most very similar in size. Size can
That could include Yellow, Wilson’s, Townsend’s, and Herbe difficult to assess in a photograph without something
mit. That’s narrowed the field considerably!
to compare. This bird appears to be perched in an alder,
so in comparison to the leaves, buds, and twigs this apThe challenge bird has a streaked, dark back and wings
pears to be a very small bird. Shape-wise we can see this is with a bright white wing bar. Now we can eliminate Yellow
a slender bird with a slender, pointed bill and fine-boned Warbler and Wilson’s Warbler because they have yellow
legs. As for behavior, we can’t see
to yellowish backs, wings and undermuch from a photo, but if you look at
sides (they are pretty much yellow all
the head position, it has the head
over). So that has narrowed our choicturned to the side, appearing to visues to Hermit and Townsend’s.
ally search. Probably a visual forager,
So which do we have here? Here is a
foraging in a tree or shrub.
list of features to look for in these two
We have quite the range of warblers
birds:
living in and passing through our ar(Continued on page 12)
Wilson’s Warbler, note the yellow body
ea. Yellow, Wilson’s, Yellow-rumped,
Photo by Mick Thompson
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(Continued from page 11)

Townsend’s Warbler

Hermit Warbler

Face

High contrast face w/dark ear patch

Plain yellow face (yellow only found on face)

Eye

Yellow under-eye arc

Dark eye prominent

Throat

Throat variably black, border by yellow

Throat variably black or pale

Sides

Black streaked w/variable yellow

Unstreaked, no yellow

Underside

Yellow and white with black streaks

All white (to whitish) below

Back

Olive green, streaked

Gray, streaked

Wings

White wing bars

White wing bars

Wings

Wings contrast w/body

Wings blend with back

Other

Using these characteristics, can we identify this
bird to species? The face
is mostly plain, bright yellow with a prominent
black eye, but note the
black speckling in the face
and the crown. Hmmm.
That’s problematic. The
Townsend’s Warbler
face speckling isn’t a fullyPhoto: Mick Thompson
formed dark ear patch
either, and there is no
distinct under-eye arc. Let’s look at other features. The
back looks nice and gray with streaks and the wing blends
well with the back color. This seems good for Hermit. We
can’t see the throat, so can’t really evaluate that, but it
may not help anyway! Both can have variable black. The
underside has some rather obvious black streaking. That
definitely does not fit Hermit! There is an appearance of
yellow wash on the underside, but it’s difficult to tell if
that’s artifact from the photo (reflected color) or not. If it
is indeed yellow coloration, that also presents a problem
with Hermit as the identity.
So, we can’t make it fit either of these birds. What’s going
on? Both warblers are Setophaga warblers, in the superspecies virens group, so are closely related. Are there any
unusual warblers in the virens group we should consider?
Black-throated Green could be a rare possibility in migration, but this bird doesn’t fit either with that gray back,
black at the rear crown, and black flecking in the crown

Lores always yellow

and face. They
have olive back,
crown and auriculars (not gray or
black), so no luck
there.
If it wasn’t for the
black side streakHermit Warbler
ing and suspicion
Photo courtesy Creative Commons
of yellow on the
breast, I would wonder if this was a particularly heavily
speckled first summer male Hermit Warbler. Some firstsummer males can have a “dirty” look to the face and
crown with extra speckles remaining in the plumage, but
this doesn’t explain the underparts. However, we are in an
overlap zone, with both warblers occurring here. While
hybridization is rare, it does happen with these closely related birds in this zone. In fact, Townsend’s and Hermit
Warbler hybrids are relatively common in the south Cascades of Washington and into Oregon. That would explain
the combination of characteristics!
In fact, these hybrids are common enough during the
breeding season that any Townsend’s and Hermit Warblers identified by sound (very difficult, if not unreliable) in
our area (southern Cascades of Washington) should probably be entered as a Townsend’s/Hermit Warbler in eBird
for those not visually verified.
Of course, juvenile birds and some females can present
(Continued on page 13)
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(ID Challenge, continued from page 12)

further identification issues, but looking at the back color, wing
contrast, breast streaking, face color and contrast, and yellow on
breast should all help you get to a confident identification—all
provided you can get a good look at the little squirt!
The photos of a presumed HERMIT x TOWNSEND’S WARBLERS
were photographed on Larch Mountain in Clark County this summer by Greg
At first glance, this male looks good for Hermit Warbler. However, note the yellow wash on the breast and the
Johnson.
greener background, contrasting with the wing, on the back. Tricky! Looks like another Hermit x Townsend’s Warbler hybrid, showing more Hermit characteristics. Photo by Greg Johnson.

2021 Actual

2022 Budget

2023 Budget

Revenue

Attention all members!

Amazon Smile
Bank interest
Refreshment donations
Memberships
Donations
Doris Troxel Trust
Backyard Bird Shop
Nat'l Audubon Society
Comm Foundation Drawdown

$6
13

It is time for the annual
posting of the board’s
proposed budget for
2023. It will be printed
again in the December Total Revenue
newsletter for your conExpenses
venience.
Please contact our treasurer, Joan Durgin @
treasurer@vancouveraudubon.
org with any questions
or comments.
We will have a vote on
the proposed budget at
the December general
meeting. All members
present will be asked to
vote on the adoption of
the budget.

Supplies/software
PO Box fee
Non-profit filing fee
Refreshments
Mtg. room rental
Bank fee
Audubon Washington
PDX Wildlife Care Center
Young Birders Club
Insurance
Community Journalism
Columbia Land Trust
WA Environmental Council
Friends of Columbia Gorge
Nature Conservancy
Columbia Springs
Postage
Grants
Speaker travel
Volunteer travel
Website
Zoom fee

Total Expenses

1,448
1,133
3,368
600
1,786
10,000

$10
20
10
1,800
1,500
700
500
1,785
7,000

$10
100
25
1,615
1,500
500
200
1,785
5,300

$18,354

$13,325

$11,035

75
166

100
175
10
35
150

100
210
40
60
400

2,000
500
200
1,400

3,000
1,000
250
1,675
2,000
200
200
200
200
200
30

25
35
2,000
10,000
1,602
100
100
100
100
100
11
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100
100
100
100
100
30
7,000
500

104
596

125
600

$15,114

$13,325

250
300
120
600
$11,035
Nov

INJURED WILDLIFE: WHAT TO DO?
Injured Wildlife Hotline: 503-292-0304

NWR Updates

The nearest wildlife care and rehabilitation
center is operated by Portland Audubon.
Here are some general guidelines from
their Wildlife Care Center:
1. Prioritize your safety
2. Safely contain the animal
3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take it to. Wildlife Care Center

•

Do not handle the animal any more than necessary to contain
it Limiting contact will reduce stress on the animal.

•

Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet space. Keep
them away from children and pets.

•

Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on low under
half their enclosure, or a sock filled with dry rice and microwaved for 1-3 minutes.

•
•

Do not feed the animal.

Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many wild animals do not drink standing water, and attempting to help
them drink can result in pneumonia. In addition, if an animal
spills its water and gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in
doubt, it is better not to leave water.
Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon as you can. If
you can’t bring it to the center during our open hours, or you believe the animal is in critical condition and needs immediate attention after hours, the Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with
the 24 hour Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281.
If you are unable to transport to the care center, try calling Arden
360-892-8872. If he is available to transport a bird, you will be
asked to donate a gas mileage compensation and a small donation
for the Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick up.
The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients and operates its Injured Wildlife Hotline from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., 365 days a
year.

Refuge Information current as of publication. Check
the alerts on the website for current information.

Ridgefield NWR
Entrance fee

Automatic Gate times for all units: dawn to dusk,
times posted at the entrance and on website
“S” Unit
Auto Tour Route: Open Daily
Foot traffic okay through Sept 30, then auto traffic
only (remaining in vehicle) October 1 to April 30.
Kiwa Trail: open through BirdFest, then closed for
season.
Carty Unit
Oak-to-Wetlands Trail: Open
Port entrance Lookout: Open year-round
Port entrance & Carty Trail: Seasonal trail open
through Sept 30, then closed for season.

Steigerwald Lake NWR
Open Daily, check website for gate times.
Be sure to check the website before a planned visit
for changes in status, as some final portions of
habitat work may call for temporary closures.
Wildlife Art Trail (between gates) is closed for the
season, will reopen on April 1st.

Vancouver Audubon Society Support & Donation Form
Membership dues support education, speaker programs, newsletter, and conservation projects.
_____ I wish to become a supporter of Vancouver Audubon for $20/year or $_____________

Renewal date:
September 1st

Please include this form and make check payable to and send to: Vancouver Audubon, P.O. Box 1966, Vancouver, WA 986681966

-OR– join/renew/donate online at vancouveraudubon.org
VAS will not share your information with any other organization. VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).

NAME______________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________________
CITY_________________ STATE__________
ZIP__________ PHONE ________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ (req’d for newsletter)
For additional information on membership to National Audubon (Chapter # Y13) , go to http://www.audubon.org/
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

November 2022
Oct 30

Oct 31

Nov 1

2

3

4

5

Bird Walk
Program

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

Daylight
Savings Ends
13

Field Trip

20

21

22

23

24
25
Thanksgiving

26

27

28

29

30

Dec 1

Dec 3

Dec 2

Board Mtg

Oct 25 (TUE): Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm
Nov 1 (TUE): Bird Walk: Fort Vancouver NHS, 8am
Nov 1 (TUE): Monthly Program: 6:30pm social/program 7pm (in-person & on-line)
Nov 13 (SUN): Field Trip, Wahkiakum County
Nov 14 (MON): Field Trip, Pacific County (optional extension to Nov 13 trip)
Nov 29 (TUE): Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm
Dec 1 (THU): Bird Walk: Location TBA, 8am
Dec 6 (TUE): Monthly Program: 6:30pm social/program 7pm (in-person & on-line)
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THE COLUMBIA FLYWAY is the monthly newsletter of the Vancouver Audubon Society, a chapter of the National Audubon Society.
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