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Curtis Helm, Principal Restoration Ecol-
ogist, and Chris Collins, Restoration 
Program Lead, both with Lower Colum-
bia Estuary Partnership, 
will return to give us an 
update on the status of 
Steigerwald Wildlife 
Refuge, which is sched-
uled to reopen May 1, 2022. 

Curtis joined the Estuary Partnership in 
2019, where he works with the Science 
Team on implementing wetland, flood-
plain, and stream restoration projects.  
His primary focus has been on the Stei-

gerwald Floodplain Restoration Project.  He has extensive 
experience working on all aspects of ecological restora-

tion, from design through permitting, including construc-
tion management.  Curtis holds a M.S. from Rutgers Uni-
versity in Forestry/Ecological Restoration and a B.S from 

Cook College (Rutgers University) in For-
estry. 

Chris joined the Estuary Partnership in 
2009.  Chris identifies, designs, and imple-

ments habitat restoration projects. Chris has taken the 
lead on extensive floodplain restoration projects at Horse-
tail Creek and Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife Refuge. 
He is a fisheries biologist with 18 years of professional ex-
perience in the Rocky Mountains and Pacific Northwest, 
including managing restoration projects in the Columbia 
River Gorge.  Chris holds an M.S. in Water Resources from 
Duke University and a B.S. in Biology from the Citadel, 
Charleston, South Carolina.  See page 2 for more details! 

APRIL 5TH PROGRAM 

Steigerwald National Wildlife Refuge Restoration 

Steigerwald Lake is on the floodplain on the Washington 
side of the Columbia River at the mouth of the Columbia 
River Gorge. The Gorge was created during the Missoula 
Floods, also known as the Bretz Floods. Millions of years 
ago, persistent winter snows in the mountains and plains 
of eastern Washington, Idaho, 
Montana and Canada formed 
glaciers. One such glacier 
blocked the Clark Fork River in 
Montana to create the glacial 
Lake Missoula. As the climate 
changed and the glacier began 
to melt, a series of immense 
floods over several thousand 
years repeatedly flooded the 
Gorge and Portland Basin. 
These floods attained eleva-
tions of 1000 feet and traveled 
at speeds of up to 80 mph. 

Boulders and gravels that came from as 
far away as Montana and Canada were 
deposited in a layer known as the Troutdale Formation, 
which is visible along the Highway 14 roadcut above the 
refuge and at Steamboat Landing in the boulders in the 

river that form Ough Reef. The 
last glacial flood occurred 
about 1,600 years ago. 

The yearly flooding of the Co-
lumbia River created sandbars, 
ideal for the germination and 
growth of the cottonwoods 
which can survive having their 
roots flooded periodically. 
These sandbars are still visible 
on the refuge as the raised he 
rows of trees along the Gib-

(Continued on page 10) 

By Wilson Cady 

Steigerwald Lake NWR: A Not-So-Brief Early History 

Mt. Hood from the Steigerwald farm.  

Steigerwald family photo 

Construction at the Steigerwald 
Reconnection Project is wrapping 

up and the refuge is set to reo-
pen May 1st!  



 Page 2 April 2022 

Vancouver Audubon believes in the wisdom of nature’s design 
and promotes this through education, involvement, stewardship, 

enjoyment and advocacy. 

VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  

The Columbia Flyway is published monthly Sep-
tember through June (except January). 

Vancouver Audubon Board Meetings are held on 
the last Tuesday of the month August through 

May. 

Membership meetings and programs are held on 
the first Tuesday of the month September through 

June (except January). 

Program meetings are usually held at the West 
Park Community Room at 610 Esther St. (just 

across the street from the west end of Esther Short 
Park, or kitty-corner from City Hall). Parking lot 
can be accessed from Esther Street. There is an 

entrance at either side of the building. 

Programs: Don Rose 

meetings@vancouveraudubon.org VAS Programs 

PO Box 1966  |  Vancouver, WA  98668-1966 

Website  |  vancouveraudubon.org 

Facebook  |  @VancouverAudubon  

Chartered December 18, 1975  

Officers, Board Members, & Chairs 
 

President |Sam Neuffer |206-930-1032|president@vancouveraudubon.org 

Vice President  | Jared Strawderman |  vp@vancouveraudubon.org 

Secretary  |  Craig Wallace |  craig@wallfam.net  

Treasurer | Joan Durgin |360-834-5621| treasurer@vancouveraudubon.org 

Conservation  |  Susan Saul  |  conservation@vancouveraudubon.org 

Editor  |  Cindy McCormack  |  vas@vancouveraudubon.org 

Education  | Sam Neuffer  |  president@vancouveraudubon.org 

Field Trips | Randy Hill |  360-975-2573 | fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org  

Membership  | Karen Pickering |  membership@vancouveraudubon.org 

Programs  |  Don Rose |  meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

Refreshments |  Cindy Mayfield  |  gomayf@comcast.net 

Sightings  |  Wilson Cady  |  360-835-5947  |  gorgebirds@juno.com 

Website  |  Lissa Gienty |  website@vancouveraudubon.org 

Programs are typically held the first Tuesday of the month. They are currently scheduled as virtual events 
through Zoom, all start at 7:00 pm (social time at 6:30pm). All are welcome, we hope you will join us! 

Contact Don Rose for more information or to get a Zoom link: meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

Please send all topic, speaker, and program suggestions and requests to Don Rose at the above email address. 

Upcoming Programs: 

April 5—Steigerwald Lake NWR Restoration 
Curtis Helm, Principal Restoration Ecologist, and Chris Collins, Restoration 
Program Lead, both with Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership, will return 
to give us an update on the status of Steigerwald Wildlife Refuge, which is 
scheduled to reopen May 1, 2022. 
 

May 3 — TBA 

June 7 — Caspian Tern & Double-crested Cormorants in 
the Columbia R. Estuary 
Dan Roby, Professor of Wildlife Ecology at Oregon State University and 
Unit Leader-Wildlife for the U.S. Geological Survey-Oregon Cooperative 
Fish & Wildlife Research Unit, will talk about Caspian Terns and Double-
crested Cormorants, with a focus on the status of the two species in the 
Columbia River estuary and throughout the Pacific Flyway in the aftermath 
of management to reduce their impact on salmonid smolt survival in the 
estuary. 

We are continuing our programs via 
Zoom.  A reminder to all attendees that 

you must keep your computer mic turned 
off during the presentation.  Previous 

program recordings can be found on our 
Vancouver Audubon Society Facebook 
page.  We are working on storing our 
program recordings on YouTube.  Stay 

tuned.  

Can’t find your Zoom meeting link? Be 
sure to check your spam folder. Mark 

items from Vancouver Audubon as “not 
spam” or mark as a safe sender to be 

sure it gets delivered to your inbox. Those 
with Gmail might also check under the 

“promotions” tab.  

  —Don Rose 

https://goo.gl/maps/eEQCrCiNEqS2
https://goo.gl/maps/eEQCrCiNEqS2
http://www.vancouveraudubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vancouveraudubon/
mailto:craig@wallfam.net
mailto:meetings@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=program
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From the VAS Board 

This is my third attempt to write “From the Board” for the 
April newsletter.  The first failed miserably because it filled 
two pages and gave way too much history and examples 
even though it addressed a main theme of “finding 
common ground.”  The second try was a little briefer but 
borrowed some of those examples as I described some of 
my responsibilities as Field Trip Chair.  This last edition 
adds some notes on why we seldom schedule 
international trips. 

First a little about me.  From a rural farming background in 
California I came full circle landing in Clark County 12 years 
ago, not because my dad grew up in WA and went to WSC 
(before it became WSU), but because Vancouver 100 years 
ago was considered the “prune capitol of the world” which 
was my farming heritage.  I learned to hate the word 
prune, but in a rural setting I developed a great interest in 
wildlife, which became my livelihood.  My first Christmas 
Bird Count was in college, and that day I left home without 
binoculars; I’ve done about 60 CBCs since without 
forgetting them, although I’m probably on my 7th pair by 
now.  After 40 years working in six states for the Federal 
government, I took a permanent break in 2014 when I 
retired from my position at Ridgefield NWR, although I still 
volunteer there in part to get access to some of those 
great birding areas. 

But let’s get on to business.  Field trips have many phases, 
with planning the first phase.  I look first at areas close to 
home, but hardly ever cross the river due to traffic and 
other logistical issues.  I try to schedule areas with some 
degree of easy access, specialty species, diversity of 
species, and/or limited competition or conflict by other 
users.  A different set of factors include season (wintering, 
spring migration, breeding season, post-breeding 
dispersal, and fall migration, and take into account 
seasonal closures like closed gates and restrooms), time of 
day, and weather (rain/snow, fog, wind, heat, cold.) 

The second phase is putting pieces together toward a 
monthly schedule, and selecting the location/route, date, 
start time and expected duration, trip leader(s), and 
participant number limit.  I work up a sheet that covers 
most of this before it goes to Cindy for the monthly 
newsletter, or in some short-notice cases added to the 
website. Needless to say, any trip that lasts more than one 
day can be much more complicated with 
accommodations, reservations, etc.  I started planning for 
our next pelagic excursion six months before the trip at 
the end of August because another before it is already 

sold out.  I just 
returned from Mexico and faced currency exchange, a 
different language, poor or no traffic signage, Customs, 
COVID testing before returning, and habitat changes since 
a trip there just three years ago.  We used a local guide on 
most days which also created access to private lands and 
helped bridge the language barrier. 

The third phase is trip preparation and coordination which 
includes participant sign-up, contact information, driver 
status, radio needs, and leader/co-leader planning.  I try to 
be a leader or co-leader for every trip I schedule just to 
cover these issues, but after those years working in 
agriculture my hearing loss often necessitates a leader 
with good hearing.  Preparation often includes a scouting 
trip, in some cases to avoid “tripping over an obstacle” 
such as temporary closures or road work, but also to see if 
habitat or other conditions have changed since the last 
visit.  I typically contact participants the day before to 
verify information, and stress leaving our departure point 
by the time scheduled. 

The last phase is implementation.  I try to remember 
introductions and identify co-leaders, distribute radios as 
needed, establish any carpooling that include COVID 
protocols, explain the route (and first expected restroom 
stop,) and make sure that we are minding our manners by 
birding ethically.  This includes avoiding disturbance to 
wildlife and not entering areas (both public and private 
lands) where we are not allowed.  I also stress safety along 
the way.  This is one of the most important tasks of a 
group leader, to make sure of safe stopping/parking and 
out-of-vehicle situations where traffic on roads (or even 
trails) is a safety concern.  I have to remind myself not to 
create a situation where limited space for a vehicle or 
pedestrian becomes a problem, and sometimes I fail in 
that regard.  Even in remote situations where there is 
limited traffic, blocking a field access or driveway can 
create animosity with locals.  So on that note, let’s move 
on to finding common ground.   

In late January on a Portland Audubon trip in a “very rural” 
and isolated area we (all 5 vehicles) stopped to look at a 
big flock of birds in a livestock yard where they were 
feeding cattle.  We were readily asked to move; we had 
parked right between two gates that they were using for 
access to move hay.  Two days later we stopped in a 
different spot 50 yards from there (but out of the way) to 

(Continued on page 5) 

By Randy Hill – Field Trip Chair 
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Field Trips: Randy Hill 

fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org 

Friday, April 1 

First-of-Month Bird Walk 
Leader: Cindy McCormack 

Meeting time: 7:30am 

Meeting location: Shillapoo northeast access  

Register: vas@vancouveraudubon.org  
 

April’s bird walk:  Shillapoo Lake Wildlife Area 

Bird Walks are meant to be a casual, local morning of birding. 
They are a great time to enjoy birds with others, find new areas 
to visit, and/or work on bird identification by sight and sound or 
to practice your eBird app with help when needed. These walks 
are usually easy to join or depart at any time during the 
morning, no commitment to participate in the entire walk if you 
have limited time. Please, only fully vaccinated participants at 
this time.  

We will meet at Shillapoo’s northwest access point, just across 
the road from the north bridge access for the Vancouver Lake 
Trail. Continue past Vancouver Lake park, through all the rumble 
strips to the two wide pullouts along either side of the road. 
Waterproof boots recommended for wet grass on trail. 

 

Wednesday, April 6 

  Yacolt Burn State Forest  
Leader: Randy Hill 

Meeting time: 7:00am 

Meeting location: Hockinson Fire District 3 east lot 

Register: email re_hill@q.com or call/text 360-975-2573 
 

Target species are higher elevation (above 1500’) forest birds 
including resident late winter and early migrant songbirds, 
grouse, woodpeckers, owls and other raptors.  And some nice 
early spring landscape views.  If higher elevation road conditions 
or fog/clouds are not suitable we will look at a lower elevation 
alternative. 

After meeting, we will head to the Yacolt Burn State Forest 
where road conditions will dictate travel up to the L-1510 and L-
1520 gates; a Discover Pass is required in this area.  Sooty and 
Ruffed Grouse, raptors including Northern Pygmy-Owl, possibly 
Canada Jay, woodpeckers and several finches and early spring 
migrants are targets. The route continues to Dole Valley and the 
road toward Yacolt with creek stops to look for dippers.  Return 
likely during the noon hour, depending on weather.  Carpooling 
as much as possible with AWD vehicles preferred; Spotting 
scopes are optional, but helpful. Trip travel type expectations: 
mostly driving and stopping at key locations. Pace: 1-2    Terrain:  
some B- C   <1 mile walking. Limit of 5 cars, 10 total participants. 

Thursday, April 21 

Eagles Pride Golf Course and 
Nisqually NWR 

Leader: Randy Hill 

Meeting time: 5:45am 

Meeting location: Salmon Creek Park and Ride 

Register: email re_hill@q.com or call/text 360-975-2573 
Target species include resident and migrating species in a wide 
variety of marsh, riparian, and mostly wet forest species.  

We have to leave at 5:50am from the Salmon Creek Park and 
Ride. We will carpool within current COVID guidelines (likely 
masking in vehicles), heading north to southern Pierce County 
(and hopefully beat the Olympia traffic) to join the Eagles Pride 
Golf Course monthly bird walk at JBLM, which starts at 08:00, for 
about 3 hours through mixed forest and openings.  Sometime 
before noon we will head to Nisqually NWR and walk trails 
through forest and wetlands that can extend out to the 
boardwalk and reach the edges of southern Puget Sound.  Trip 
will likely go to at least mid-afternoon before a return home, so 
bring a lunch. Spotting scopes encouraged for Nisqually; radios 
not needed. Trip travel type expectations: Pace: 1-2; Terrain: A; 
2-3 miles walking. Limit of 4 cars, 10 total participants. 
 

Sunday, May 1 

First-of-Month Bird Walk 
Leader: Cindy McCormack 

Meeting time: 6:00am 

Meeting location: Steigerwald NWR parking lot  

Register: vas@vancouveraudubon.org  
 

It’s going to be an early walk, but it’s opening day! Let’s check 
out the new trail and the birds using the new habitat! 

 

August 30-September 1 

Grays Harbor County & Pelagic 
Three day trip to Grays Harbor County.  As last year, this 
requires reservations well ahead of time. It will be quite similar 
to last year’s trip; check the trip report that Jim Danzenbaker 
wrote in Vancouver Audubon’s archived October 2021 
newsletter on the website.  If you are interested in the pelagic 
trip please contact Randy right away by text at 360-975-2573. 

Please visit the VAS website for 
field trip details and requirements. 

VAS Field Trips 

https://goo.gl/maps/AEMGt47EQ789yEvQ9
mailto:vas@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=Bird%20Walk
https://goo.gl/maps/SmC8MbuHKg2GcgRi8
mailto:re_hill@q.com?subject=Yacolt%20Burn%20field%20trip
https://goo.gl/maps/nxyuYYACfDpjqmHq7
mailto:re_hill@q.com?subject=Yacolt%20Burn%20field%20trip
https://goo.gl/maps/AEMGt47EQ789yEvQ9
mailto:vas@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=Bird%20Walk
https://vancouveraudubon.files.wordpress.com/2021/09/vas-flyway-oct-2021.pdf
https://vancouveraudubon.files.wordpress.com/2021/09/vas-flyway-oct-2021.pdf
https://vancouveraudubon.org/vancouver-audubon-field-trip-guidelines/
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President: Sam Neuffer 
I took on the position of president in Spring of 2020, a time 
made uncertain by COVID-19. In that time, I and all other 
members of the board have been proactive in delivering 
programs to our membership virtually. We have kept 
Vancouver Audubon running under extraordinary 

circumstances. Under those circumstances, I have led board meetings, 
membership meetings, and educational outreach efforts. I am running for 
president again to use my experience to continue to meet the challenges that 
our chapter may encounter as we enter different phases of the pandemic. I 
thank you for your vote of confidence that I can address these challenges.  
 

Vice-President: Jared Strawderman 
My name is Jared Strawderman and I have served as the 
Vice President of Vancouver Audubon for the past year. I 
work at Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife Refuge and have 
a passion for birding, conservation, and connecting people 
with nature. What drives me is introducing people, 
especially youth, to the incredible diversity of birds in our 
area and in our own backyards.  My goals are to improve 
how VAS engages with youth by continuing to develop a Young Birders 
Program, increase accessibility of our programming, and support the 
governance and recruitment for our organization. I look forward to 
continuing this work to benefit our community." 
 

Secretary: Craig Wallace 
Wildlife photography and just being outdoors are two of my 
greatest joys. Although the majority of my working life was 
spent in the private sector, my B.S. is in Fisheries and Wildlife 
management, and I worked for the Utah Department of 
Natural Resources as a fisheries biologist for several years out 
of college. I’ve lived in Vancouver for the past 18 years, and 

been a member of VAS since shortly after I moved here. Serving as Secretary on 
the VAS board for the past two years has given me the opportunity to give back 
something to this great organization, and I would like to continue serving as 
secretary. 
 

Treasurer: Joan Durgin 
For 35 years my professional life was a CPA. I audited 
governmental organizations and non-profits for ten years 
then served as the Finance Director for the City of Camas 
for 20 years until retirement. During this time I 
volunteered as treasurer for the Vancouver Audubon for 
10 years, until 2016 when I stepped aside for 2 years until 
I was re-elected in 2018 and have served ever since. I am 
willing to serve another term as treasurer because I feel it 
is an important function of our chapter. I will strive to retain our sound financial 
condition and continue good accounting practices. I’m not acting alone in this 
function, it benefits from a team, the Finance Committee.  I appreciate their 
time to audit my accounting and all detailed transactions several times a year.  

Vancouver Audubon Officer 2022 Election 
Candidates admire a flock of more than a thousand 

rosy-finches, and wound up having a great 
chat with the same person after she asked 
what birds we were observing.  We found 
common ground and were invited back any 
time. 

A perfect example of finding common 
ground was the Sandhill Crane Festival in 
Othello, where I worked for 20 years at 
Columbia NWR.  The first year’s event was 
a day of hourly guided crane viewing, 
followed by a morning dedicated to a 
meeting of the Washington Audubon 
chapters that had promoted and attended 
the festival.  The first year’s result was “bad 
press from both sides” with the Farm 
Bureau bad-mouthing the idea and an 
environmental writer condemning the rape 
and pillage of what was once native 
sagebrush-steppe habitat.  It took a 
respected civic leader, the head of the local 
irrigation district who also had outdoor 
recreation interests, to chair an event that 
brought together ag and wildlife interests 
where the common ground of irrigated 
agriculture was good for farmers/cranes/
waterfowl/waders/shorebirds.  Over the 
years, the festival diversified to include 
sustainable farming, history and geology 
with a lecture series and field trips led by 
experts in those topics.  That is where I will 
be the last weekend of March after a two-
year COVID hiatus.  And what’s on one of 
Othello’s water towers now?  Not a potato, 
onion, apple, or bale of hay.  Nope, it is a 
Sandhill Crane. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Othello’s water tower 

Photo by Randy Hill 



 Page 6 April 2022 

VAS Conservation Susan Saul 

conservation@vancouveraudubon.org 

Climate change is the number one threat to birds and 
people. Wisely planning for a 100 percent clean energy 
future with healthy communities and abundant birds is 
essential to a resilient future. 

As usual, some priority legislation passed and some didn’t 
make it. Audubon supporters sent 5,614 emails to legisla-
tors, supporting actions to protect birds and people in a 
changing climate. These actions made a difference and 
showed our elected leaders the power of the Audubon 
network. 

A Disappointing Loss 

This legislative session was a critical deadline for updating 
the Growth Management Act (GMA) before counties 
begin work on their comprehensive plans for the next 
decade. HB 1099 updated the GMA to include climate 
change as a planning element. Sadly, it died in the final 
moments when the House ran out of time to accept last 
minute changes in the bill before adjournment. 

The Legislature did, however, close a sprawl loophole that 
undermined the intent of the GMA by allowing counties 
to subvert the Growth Management Hearing Board 
(GMHB) appeals process to illegally build sprawling devel-
opments that devoured farmlands, forests, and critical 
habitats. 

Wins for Birds and Clean Energy 

Audubon network efforts to support well-sited and eq-
uitable solar energy helped pass HB 1814, which creates 
a new low-income solar incentive program with prece-
dent-setting language defining “preferred sites” such as 
buildings, parking lots, existing impervious surfaces and 
other locations that don’t displace wildlife habitat or 
prime farmland. Parking lots present a unique oppor-
tunity to produce clean electricity in the built environ-
ment while also reducing the urban heat island effect. 

Sageland birds will be safer thanks to an important 
budget win: Washington Department of Fish and Wild-
life (WDFW) secured funding for new staff to help the 
agency response to the major influx of solar projects in 
the Columbia Basin. The additional staff will allow 
WDFW to effectively manage the growing demand for 
clean energy projects and ensure these projects are well 

sited, protecting sagebrush birds 
like the Sage Thrasher and Greater Sage-Grouse. 

Creating Bird-Friendly Communities                             

Outdoor Education for All, HB 2078, created a new Out-
door Education Experiences grant program in the Office of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction that will give all 
5th and 6th graders across Washington greater opportuni-
ties to access the outdoors and experience outdoor learn-
ing opportunities. 

Other Climate-Friendly Wins 

HB 1280 – Greenhouse gas emission reductions in the 
design of public facilities. 

HB 1619 – Appliance efficiency standards. 

HB 1993 – Reducing methane emissions from landfills. 

SB 5722 – Reducing greenhouse gas emissions in new 
buildings larger than 20,000 square feet. 

The state budget passed with an unprecedented $15 mil-
lion of ongoing, annual funding to be distributed equally 
between Washington State Parks, Department of Natural 
Resources and Department of Fish and Wildlife for de-
ferred recreation maintenance needs. 

Port of Vancouver commissioners voted 
on March 8 to modify the lease terms for Lots 1 and 2 at 
Terminal 1 to include bird safe designs (LEED bird colli-
sion deterrence) and conform with the protocols of the 
International Dark-Sky Association (light pollution reduc-
tion), along with LEED Gold certification. Vancouver 
Audubon spoke in support of the modified lease terms. 

Terminal 1 is the port’s original marine terminal and sig-
nature waterfront redevelopment project. The location, 
right on the Columbia River immediately west of the I-5 
bridge, welcomes visitors to the community and repre-
sents the area’s rich history and culture, so these bird-
friendly lease requirements could become an opportuni-
ty for public education. 

We hope to see these bird-friendly lease requirements 
become standard for any new or remodeled buildings on 
Port of Vancouver property. 

by Susan Saul 

by Susan Saul 
2022 Legislature Wins and Losses 

Port’s Terminal 1 Buildings to Be Bird-Friendly 
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The weather did not cooperate 
for our trip! We had a very, 
very wet morning, so it was 
quite understandable to have 
several cancellations. Five 
brave souls joined me to walk 
through the cold, driving rain to 
search for birds also 
weathering the wet! 

We were greeted by bird song 
in the parking lot, American 
Robin, Varied Thrush, Brown 
Creeper, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, Spotted Towhee, and Dark-eyed Junco all joining 
the dawn chorus. With the hope of some relief from the 
downpour, we started viewing from the picnic shelter, 
where we felt a bit voyeuristic after a pair of Red-tailed 
Hawks relaxed together in a post-copulatory bliss. Since 
the rain didn’t give any indication of lessening, we 
ventured out on the Doetsch Ranch trail, a flat, paved trail 
that follows the edge of an old pasture. A pair of Common 
Mergansers circled the field, pausing at the some of the 
large trees, presumably to check out nesting cavity 
availability. We were able to locate several very damp 
birds along the trail, including Song, Fox, and Golden-
crowned Sparrow, several Spotted Towhees, American 
Kestrel, California Scrub-Jay, and many, many more 
American Robins. They were happily feasting on the 
earthworms escaping flooded burrows.  

A side trail to the Columbia had little to 
offer on the river itself especially with 
low visibility and droplet-covered optics, 
but we enjoyed a steady stream of low-
flying migrating Tree and Violet-green 
Swallows. One brown swallow slipped 
by, possibly a Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, but we were unable to get 
adequate views to confirm. A few 
passing flocks of American Pintails made 
for good discussion on identification in 
flight. 

We were all thoroughly soaked by the 
end of the loop, but everyone had a 
good sense of humor about our state. 
We imagined the passing ranger thought 
we were all crazy birders. 

The American Dipper didn’t 
make an appearance at 
Woodard Creek, much to our 
disappointment. We took the 
River-to-Rock trail up to 
check Riddell Lake for 
waterfowl. Thirteen gorgeous 
Ring-necked Duck drakes 
floated on the pond, taking 
no notice of the rain. We 
spotted a Canada Goose, 
trying to be discrete while 

laying low on a ground nest along the far shore. Bewick’s 
and Pacific Wrens both sang here and we enjoyed the 
trillium, bleeding hearts, violets, and toothwort blooming 
along the trail. Even the salmonberry had their beautiful 
fuchsia buds starting to peek out. 

On the way down, the Peregrine Falcon pair were spotted 
kiting above Beacon Rock, using the winds to hold 
effortlessly stationary in the sky. The southeast face of 
Beacon Rock is usually home to a nesting pair, and they 
seem likely claiming it again this year. A very cooperative 
male Rufous Hummingbird perched close enough to view 
without trying to see through fogged-up and drop-covered 
lenses. 

At the marina, much of the wintering waterfowl had 
already moved on, but we did find a few 
Gadwall, Mallards, Greater and Lesser 
Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, 
and more Common Mergansers. As we 
headed back towards the picnic area, the 
rain let up and we started picking up a 
few of the big misses on our route. A 
Pileated Woodpecker flew in and 
perched nearby, examining a recent 
cavity excavation, a Hairy Woodpecker 
called nearby and lone Turkey Vulture 
soared overhead. We finished for the 
morning wet and cold, but in good 
spirits. On the drive back we 
encountered sunny skies! Sometimes it 
doesn’t pay to be the early bird!   

For a complete trip list: https://
ebird.org/pnw/checklist/S105158302 

By Cindy McCormack 

VAS Field Trip Report  

Beacon Rock State Park—March 19, 2022 

Rain doesn’t keep birders in! Viewing swallows migrating 
along the Columbia.  Photo by Jared Strawderman 

Soggy participants enjoying the trail. 

  Photo by Cindy McCormack 

https://ebird.org/pnw/checklist/S105158302
https://ebird.org/pnw/checklist/S105158302
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gorgebirds@juno.com (360)835-5947 Wilson Cady’s Afield 
Abundance Codes used in this column: 

 (1) Common, (2) Uncommon, (3) Harder to find, usually seen annually, (4) Rare, 5+ records, (5) Fewer than 5 records 
 

These codes vary for each county, to see all 39 WA county checklists go to wabirder.com and click on Checklists. 

Feb. 19, Jared Benson spotted the LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
that wintered on the River S Unit - Ridgefield NWR, among 
the more expected in the winter GREATER YELLOWLEGS 
picking it out by its smaller size and a shorter, thinner bill. 

Feb. 20, on the Auto Tour Route at the Ridgefield NWR-
River 'S' Unit, Dave Baker saw about 5 VIOLET-GREEN 
SWALLOWS with as many as 3 at the same time. They 
were flying fast over the ponds in the company of both 
TREE SWALLOWS and BARN SWALLOWS which had 
returned earlier.   

Feb. 21, VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOWS continued to arrive 
with reports by April and Eric Brown of them at Shillapoo 
Lake in the Vancouver Lake lowlands. 

Feb. 21, Ken Pitts also found a VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW 
on the Ridgefield NWR-River 'S' Unit, getting good looks at 
the white coming up over the eyes and brilliant violet 
green coloring on the back and wings. He also located the 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS, describing it as a more petite bird 
than the GREATER YELLOWLEGS around it, with a bill that 
was the same length as its head depth. 

Feb. 21, Cindy McCormack reported the First of the Year 
(FOY) Clark County TURKEY VULTURE soaring over 
Vancouver Lake lowlands during a sun break between rain 
and drizzle.  

Feb. 21, Adam Martin got to see the continuing out of its 
normal range TENNESSEE WARBLER (5), thanks to the 
gracious hospitality of Eric and April Brown many people 
have been able to see this 
rarity.   

Feb. 22, Sarah Swanson also 
found VIOLET-GREEN 
SWALLOWS at the Ridgefield 
NWR. 

Feb. 22, while driving along 
Highway 14, Cherie Kearney 
saw a TURKEY VULTURE at 
192nd. The cliffs here have had 
nesting vultures despite much 
of the lava flow formations 
from the volcano called Prune 

Hill having been quarried and hauled away to make the 
jetties at the mouth of the Columbia River. 

Feb 25, John Davis reported the continuing LEWIS'S 
WOODPECKER (3) at the Spring Creek Fish Hatchery near 
Underwood in Skamania County. This bird has been there 
since late last summer. This State Park with a nice 
riverfront oak forest is a great spot to find birds when it 
isn’t being heavily used by the windsurfers. 

Feb. 25, Bill Tweit also able to see the TENNESSEE 
WARBLER.  

Feb. 25, we had a rare white morph VARIED THRUSH at 
our feeders that stayed for three days. This is a a very rare 
color form with only a few records, although the first 
Varied Thrush ever seen in Great Britain was a white one. 
Arden and Sherry Hagen also had one that they 
photographed several years ago.  

Feb. 26, the TENNESSEE WARBLER was checked off by 
Steve Giles who made the trip from Seattle just for this 
bird. 

Feb. 26, at the Ridgefield NWR-River 'S' Unit Dave Hayden 
spotted a SORA, a small rail with a brown cap, gray and 
black face and a small yellow bill. They are migratory and 
usually return about the second week of March, although 
a very few are occasionally reported in the winter months. 

Feb. 26, a wintering SWAMP SPARROW (3) at Shillapoo 
Lake in the Vancouver Lake lowlands was seen by Ken 

Vanderkamp, this is an East 
Coast species and a hard one to 
see as they are a shy bird that 
stays deep in the grass and 
brush.  

Feb. 26, Philip Kline added the 
TENNESSEE WARBLER to his list 
of birds seen. 

Feb. 26, a COMMON 
YELLOWTHROAT at the 
Ridgefield NWR-River 'S' Unit, 
was seen by Ken Pitts. 

(Continued on page 9) 
Turkey Vulture 

Photo by Mick Thompson  
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Feb. 28, John Davis found a SAY'S 
PHOEBE (3) at the Spring Creek Fish 
Hatchery, near Underwood in Skamania 
County.  

Feb. 28, Shep Thorp was also able to 
see the TENNESSEE WARBLER. 

March 5, while birding in Skamania County with Cindy 
McCormack, Les Carlson we heard a calling CANYON 
WREN (3) (FOY) at Beacon Rock State Park. At the Wind 
River mouth, we found a male EURASIAN x AMERICAN 
WIGEON hybrid. A quick stop at Skamania Landing was 
made when Cindy and Les spotted 9 AMERICAN WHITE 
PELICANS (4) in flight, that I missed seeing. 

March 5, Michelle Maani spotted a HERMIT THRUSH 
along Salmon Creek. 

March 7, On the Ridgefield NWR-River 'S' Unit, Ken Pitts 
saw a female COMMON YELLOWTHROATS in two 
different locations and heard a second bird nearby both 
times. 

March 7, the FOY Clark County RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 
was reported from Camas by Debbie Meader. 

March 8, Susan Setterberg had a 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD at her 
Ridgefield feeder this morning and Les 
Carlson had a beautiful male RUFOUS 
HUMMINGBIRD at his home in Hazell 
Dell in the afternoon. We got our first 
one the next day at our place which is 
about 900’ higher in Skamania County. 

March 10, John Davis was walking the 
trails at the section of Beacon Rock 
State Park south of Highway 14 and 
spotted a SAY’S PHOEBE foraging from 
low bushes.  

March 10, in the Vancouver Lake 
lowlands, Cindy McCormack saw a dark 
headed swallow with a dark back and 
rich buff rump and a square tail, a very 
early CLIFF SWALLOW. In Oregon, a 
person checking the swallows over the 
Philomath sewage lagoons 
photographed that state’s first Cave 
Swallow so it is now a species I expect 
we could have here too.     

March 11, From the lower section of 
Beacon Rock State Park, Cindy 
McCormack counted 9 RED-THROATED 
LOONS (4) in the Columbia River. Three 
near the channel marker at Skamania 
Landing's inlet bay, and at least 6 more 
mid-channel actively diving. This is the 
largest group of these loons that I have 
heard of in Skamania County. 

March 11, after seeing Cindy’s eBird report, John Bishop 
was also able to spot 2 RED-THROATED LOONS from 
Skamania Landing.  

March 11, John Davis confirmed that the long continuing 
LEWIS'S WOODPECKER was still at the Spring Creek Fish 
Hatchery in Skamania County. 

March 12, Cindy McCormack saw a RED-NECKED GREBE 
(3) from the Columbia riverfront of the Fort Vancouver 
NHS, which is a known wintering location to see these 
grebes with long, stout yellowish bill, white cheek patch, 
and a thick, medium-length neck. These grebes winter on 
the ocean and on the lower Columbia River and nest in 
mountain lakes in northcentral Washington but not 
locally. 

March 12, Blair Bernson found the continuing Ridgefield 
NWR-River 'S' Unit, LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
and COMMON YELLOWTHROAT. 

March 14, John Davis located another 
SAY’S PHOEBE foraging from the fence 
around the baseball field at Home Valley 
Park in Skamania County. This is the 
fourth one he has found in the county 
this year.  

March 16, 9 AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS 
were seen flying up the Columbia River 
by Andreas Anderson while birding on 
Strawberry Island at Bonneville Dam. It 
has only been in the last couple of 
decades that these birds haven’t been 
considered rare in Clark and Skamania 
Counties. 

March 16, a MERLIN (3) flashed through 
our yard scattering all of the birds and 
other critters at our feeders. 

March 17, Cindy McCormack, Les Carlson 
and I did a day of birding in Skamania 
County finding 69 species despite most of 

(Afield, continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Say’s Phoebe, photo by Wilson Cady 

Eurasian x American Wigeon 

 photos by John Davis 
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bons Creek channel that run par-
allel to the river. When in flood 
stage, the river would inundate 
the entire area up to the Old Ev-
ergreen Highway. This is why the 
highway, which was known then 
as Highway 8, was built there 
and it explains the lack of any 
forested areas south of the Old 
Evergreen Highway with the ex-
ceptions of the cottonwoods 
that grew on sandbars and a few 
oaks and firs that were on higher 
ground that became islands dur-
ing high water. 

Prior to 1966, Gibbons Creek flowed directly into the Stei-
gerwald Lake basin and then flowed west until its outflow 
into the Columbia River. As a part of the flood control pro-
ject, Gibbons Creek was put into a canal that ran through 
the industrial park and was then pumped over the dike 
west of Cottonwood Beach. Passage of salmon, steelhead 
and sea-run cutthroat trout through the dike and into Gib-
bons Creek was to be accomplished by the use of a tidal 
gate structure. Both the Washington Department of Game 
and the Port assumed that the 
tide gate would be maintained by 
the other party. Sandbars built up 
around the gate making it unusa-
ble. Fortunately, it jammed part 
way open allowing some fish to 
continue making into Gibbons 
Creek preserving this run of native 
fish. The estimated loss of fish was 
1,000 Coho Salmon per year along 
with an unknown number of sea-
run cutthroat trout and steelhead. 

In the early 1970’s Highway 14 
was extended across the floodplain to the mouth of the 
Gorge. There had been a move by several prominent local 
residents including Dr. Emil and Dory Brookings to place 
the road on top of the Washougal dike to avoid damaging 
the wetlands. 

At the first Vancouver Audubon Society meeting in Sep-
tember of 1975, the guest speaker was the late Keith 
O’Neil, the Regional Director of the Washington Depart-
ment of Game (now Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife). At the close of his presentation he asked if the 

chapter was going to do anything about Steigerwald Lake. 
No one present at the meeting knew where this was and 

when told, my wife Susan and I 
responded “Oh, Roberts’ Bean 
Farm”. He explained the value of 
the area to wildlife and that the 
area was zoned as “Heavy Indus-
trial”. He envisioned preserving 
the area for use as pheasant re-
lease site for hunting purposes. 
Since Susan and I were the only 
Audubon members living in the 
Camas/Washougal area (we 
were building our home on prop-
erty east of Washougal and 
drove past Steigerwald Lake on a 

daily basis), it was assigned to us a conservation project.  

Susan and I began doing a census of the birds that could 
be seen from the side of the road as the property was 
owned by Don Stevenson, Earl Martin, and George Straub 
and closed to the public. Occasionally, I would sneak out 
to the lake through the forested area along Gibbons Creek 
while birding. Don Stevenson ran cattle on the property, 
he also owned the SDS Lumber Company in Skamania 
County, property in White Salmon, and other properties 
throughout the Gorge. He would come into Steigerwald 

Lake by helicopter to duck hunt, 
and if there weren’t birds using 
the lake, his pilot would fly up and 
down the Columbia River flushing 
birds to fly into the Steigerwald 
Lake wetlands. 

We helped form the Gibbons 
Creek Preservation Society to 
gather local support and when we 
started questioning the industriali-
zation of the wetlands, the land-
owners denied that there was any 
wildlife using the area although 

one of the owners, Earl Martin, was leasing his property 
for duck hunting. At one public meeting he even stated 
that he had never seen a bird on his property. In 1977, 
which was a drought year, the major landowner, Don Ste-
venson, had a power shovel dig a ditch through the middle 
of the lake in an attempt to reduce the size of the wet-
lands. He then cleared the 30-acre willow forest that 
stretched from the west end of what was left of the lake 
to the sewage treatment plant, ostensibly to control tansy 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Ditch dug to drain the lake 1977 Wilson Cady photo 

Illegally channelized Gibbons Creek from Highway 14, 
1977 Photo by Wilson Cady 
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ragwort, even though that plant could not grow in the 
shade or the moist soil found in the thick willow stand. 
While doing this work, he also destroyed the braided chan-
nel of Gibbons Creek that flowed through this willow stand 
by bulldozing it into a single channel. The dozer he hired 
broke down in the streambed and was there long enough 
for the Washington Department of Game to see it and fine 
him for not having a hydraulic permit to alter the stream. 

The Washington Department of Game biologists Chris 
Merker and Chris Mudd conducted a study on the existing 
and potential wildlife value of Steigerwald Lake and Gib-
bons Creek. This, along with the information we had gath-
ered, started giving credence to the claims of the habitat 
value of the area. 

In 1977, The Port of Camas-Washougal applied for a $2.5 
million grant from the U. S. Economic Development Agen-
cy to install the infrastructure needed to extend the indus-
trial park. A small article in the newspaper stated that Con-
gressman Mike McCormick had gotten any environmental 
stipulations on the development dropped. When we con-
tacted his office, they declined to tell us which environ-
mental rules were being bypassed. Some further inquiries 
led to a statement from his office that the requirements to 
purchase additional wildlife habitat and cleanup Gibbons 
Creek to a level that would support fish were unreasona-
ble. When the EDA was contacted, they stated that the 
only laws that were being dropped were ones that did not 
apply to the project, like the Presidential Wetlands Act, 
because they believed there were no longer any wetlands 
in the area. The Friends of Gibbons Creek challenged the 
idea that there were no wetlands at Steigerwald Lake and 
they agreed to send out representatives to inspect the 
area. The EDA Representatives 
flew out from Washington and 
showed up at the site wearing 
three-piece suits and wing-
tipped shoes. We walked out 
into a field north of where the In 
Seasons company is located and 
showed them the lake with Mt. 
Hood shining in the distance. 
Right after a Bald Eagle flew 
across the view they said that 
they couldn’t fund the project as 
obviously this was a wetland 
and valuable habitat. To get 
around this, the Port used the 

EDA Grant to build their new offices at the marina and 
used the money set aside for their offices to expand the 
industrial park.  

In 1978, a plan was submitted to put in an access channel 
and a barge turning basin with unloading docks on Cotton-
wood Beach even though there were no tenants presently 
at the industrial park with a need for barge shipping. Stu-
dents at the Washougal High School led by Jeff Guard, who 
much later was elected Mayor of Washougal, joined the 
opposition to this project, but were forbidden to refer to 
the area as B.A. Beach, the local name for the area, and 
were told to use the proper name of Cottonwood Beach. 
This made it more difficult to gather support for the area 
as the students had to explain where Cottonwood Beach 
was located. 

Union Carbide had a crystal growing plant in the Industrial 
Park and they announced that they planned to expand the 
presence by building a phosphine and arsene gas factory. 
These are two gases used in the high-tech industry for 
manufacturing silicon chips. Arsene is a gaseous form of 
arsenic and phosphine was also known as “mustard gas” in 
World War I and both are deadly substances. The Port had 
offered to turn Cottonwood Beach over to Union Carbide 
as a site where they could place their headquarters and 
close the beach to the public. This plan met considerable 
local opposition fomented by a group Susan worked with 
that had the acronym of GASP and plans were subsequent-
ly dropped. 

Chuck Williams, a Cascade Indian and the former National 
Park Representative for Friends of the Earth returned to 
his Skamania County ancestral home at Skamania. He had 
seen the many battles being waged in the Columbia River 
Gorge to block different development proposals such as 

five additional dams on the Little 
White Salmon River and a steel 
mill on Wells Island at Hood River. 
Chuck suggested that the groups 
fighting these battles should join 
together as one organization and 
work towards preserving the 
Gorge, this started the Columbia 
Gorge Coalition which led to the 
creation of the National Scenic 
Area in 1986. Chuck was instru-
mental in gathering support for 
Steigerwald from many national 
wildlife and environmental organi-

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Inspecting for wetlands with the EDA, the late Claude 
Stoddard, biologist with the Washington Game Department 

in the foreground and Susan Cady to his right. 1977 

Wilson Cady photo 
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the wintering waterfowl 
having departed. While 
we didn’t find anything 
unusual, it was nice to 
see some spring migrants 
like TURKEY VULTURES 
and WESTERN 
BLUEBIRDS and we did 
have better views of the Eurasian x American Wigeon 
hybrid we found at the Wind River on March 5th. 

March 18, John Davis got these good photos of the hybrid 
Eurasian x American Wigeon that show the mostly rust 
head, the cheek a paler rust instead of a consistent solid 
rust, the eye stripe has a bit of green iridescence to just 
behind the eye and the sides are mostly pinkish with some 
gray mottling. A pure Eurasian Wigeon would have a light 
gray body and a pinkish breast. 

March 18, the FOY OSPREY in Clark County was reported 
by Robin Bradford from the Salmon Creek Trail in 
Vancouver. 

We are getting a slow trickle of migrants returning now 
but the majority of the migrant birds will arrive from mid-

April through the end of May, coinciding with the leafing 
out and blooming of our native trees and shrubs that 
provide for the insect hatch that fuels the bird’s migration. 
Blooming oaks and maples are very attractive to insects 
and birds and some bird species will eat the blooms too. 
April is when the shorebirds pass through the state on 
their way to their breeding grounds in the Arctic, only 
pausing here long enough to regain the weight they lost 
reaching here before continuing north. The best way to 
learn to identify these and other birds is to accompany 
other birders in the field and I am happy that our chapter 
is leading birding walks to a variety of locations with very 
knowledgeable leaders. 

Since the last newsletter, seven species of birds have been 
added to the Clark County list for the 2022 Washington 
County Cumulative Year List Project raising it to 160 for 
the year and in Skamania County 10 birds were added to 
that list bringing it to 119. These numbers will rapidly 
accelerate during my favorite season of the year, Spring 
Migration!  

Please submit your FOY sightings to either me or eBird for 
inclusion in this list. This list of birds seen in a county by 
anyone is updated every two months and can be seen at: 
Washington Birder (wabirder.com) 

(Afield, continued from page 9) 

zations. 

In 1984, Oregon Senator Mark 
Hatfield introduced legislation to 
create the Steigerwald Lake NWR 
as mitigation for habitat lost in the 
construction of the Second Power-
house at Bonneville Dam. His stated 
that he did not want visitors at the 
Crown Point Vista House looking 
down smokestacks on the Washing-
ton side of the river.  

With the move to protect the Steigerwald Lake area, the 
Stevenson family decided that a way to speed up the pur-
chase of their property was to apply for a permit to clear-
cut 60 acres of the cottonwoods, supposedly to increase 
the amount of agricultural land. The Trust for Public Lands 
(TPL) raised $6.7 million dollars to purchase an option on 
the property before it could be damaged. TPL held the 
property until 1984 when President Ronald Reagan au-
thorized $8.5 million dollars to purchase and restore 800 
acres at Steigerwald. The refuge was officially established 

in 1987. 

In addition to authorizing funds for 
the land purchase in 1985, Congress 
directed the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers (Corps) to realign Gibbons 
Creek to facilitate fish passage into 
upstream spawning areas, reduce 
pumping costs incurred by the Port, 
and provide management flexibility 
for the impounded wetlands. Com-
pleted in 1992, this project diverted 
Gibbons Creek into a half mile long 
elevated channel that passed over 

the lakebed, this was to keep the creek at an elevation 
that would be high enough over the Columbia River Dike, 
and down to the Columbia River through a fish ladder. At 
the same time an outfall pipe was installed to take the 
wastewater from the Washougal Sewage Treatment Plant 
to the Columbia River instead of dumping it into Gibbons 
Creek to be pumped over the dike. 

For Wilson’s complete article and additional photos, visit 
vancouveraudubon.org 

(Steigerwald, continued from page 11) 

The Steigerwald Dairy Barn, Washougal, WA 

 Steigerwald family photo 

By Wilson Cady 

Western Bluebird 

Photo by Wilson Cady 

http://wabirder.com/county_yearlist.html
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Bird ID Challenge By Cindy McCormack 

Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that 

can be a challenge to ID! If there are identifiable features in the 

photo, submit your photo for our next challenge. 

Uncertain about identification or if photo has enough info? 

Don’t hesitate to send it in for discussion and review. 

Of course, if you wish to share your good photos with your 

fellow VAS members, you are welcome to submit them for 

publishing. Send questions, comments, and submissions to Cindy 

at vas@vancouveraudubon.org. 

That’s a lot of gray and we seem to be missing a head... 

Identification and discussion will be in the next 

newsletter.   

Yes, there is a bird in this 
picture! This photo was taken in 
mid-February with a phone 
through binoculars on a tiny bird 
that wouldn’t sit still. It blends 
right into the lichens and bark 
coloration. This was the only 
photo I was able to get of this 
bird, but it is good enough for 
identification! 

The best way to begin any 
partial photo is to get oriented 
and identify the body parts you 
can see. I zoomed in to the bird 
to provide a better view. 

The wing is the easiest to make 
out and gives us a great starting 
point. We can see remiges (flight 
feathers) and coverts, so we can 
figure out which way the bird is 
oriented—the head is towards us, 
the tail away from us. Follow the 
flight feathers back and you can 
now fairly easily make out the tail. 

Since we are on the wing, let’s 
note any characteristics we see. 
First is the lovely yellowish edging 

on the leading edge of the 
flight feathers. Next, we don’t 
see any obvious markings on 
the coverts, so there will be no 
obvious wing bars. 

From our perspective, the 
wing appears to be fairly short 
and rounded (see how most of 
the primaries stack fairly close 
together? None appear to be 
much different in length than 
the inner primaries). 

We can see the tail, but can’t 
make much out other than the 

coloration being similar to the 
wing and back. Notice that the 
back feathers showing also have 
a greenish-yellow appearance. 

Looking below the wing, we can 
make out a little bit of the side—
it is brilliant yellow! It makes the 
lichens appear a bit more orange 
than yellow. That bold yellow 
seems to extend to the 
abdomen, seen on the other side 
of the obscuring branch. These 

(Continued on page 14) 

Quiz photo by Cindy McCormack 

March’s Bird ID Challenge Discussion 

Quiz photo by Karen Pickering 

mailto:nwbirder@gmail.com?subject=Bird%20photo%20challenge
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characteristics just narrowed our field down quite a bit. 
Just disregarding size for now, what birds do we have with 
bright yellow sides and abdomens? Tanagers, some 
Icterids (meadowlarks, orioles), and warblers. 

Western Tanagers in some plumages, but they have 
blackish wings with bold white bars. 
Some of the rare (to our area) 
tanagers may lack the black wing 
and wing bars, but are larger, 
bulkier, and have a much longer 
primary extension (the outer 
primaries are relatively longer than 
the quiz bird’s).  

The Icterids (blackbird family) do 
have some birds with bright yellow, 
including  meadowlarks and orioles. 
Meadowlarks have dull brown 
streaky backs to blend into the dry 
grasslands and steppe habitats they 
inhabit. Some of the orioles show 
bright yellow, but they also have 
very bold wing bars and dark wings. 
All of these are much larger than 
our quiz bird anyway, with longer 
wings (longer primary extension). 

When considering some of our 
small greenish-yellow backed birds 
(Empidonax flycatchers, kinglets 
and vireos), none have this brilliant 
and solid yellow on the sides and 
abdomen. Of course, most also 
have very obvious wingbars. 

That leaves us with a warbler. But 
which one? 

Following the abdomen forward 
and up, we can see the color 
abruptly change. We had a deep 
gray with some deep black feathers at the border with the 
abdomen. Aha! That’s getting us somewhere! We’ve 
eliminated all but two species of warbler with the deep 
gray breast with black feathers at the base. MacGillivray’s 
and Mourning Warblers both have deep gray hoods and 
breast with black at the base of the breast portion of the 
gray.  

So we have just narrowed our choices down to two! Of 
course, in our area, Mourning is extremely unlikely (there 

are only two accepted records in the state), how do we 
know which we have?  MacGillivray’s has a longer tail and 
very bright, bold white eye arcs. Mourning Warbler has no 
white around the eye. 

So, let’s see if we can see any of those characters on this 
bird. We can see the tail, but it’s propped at a bit of an 
angle and we are looking at it mostly head-on, making 

length very difficult to judge.  

What about the eye? The bill is 
obscured by the branch, so the 
warbler’s head must be  turned to 
the bird’s right. So we are viewing a 
small portion of the gray head. 
Looking closely, a very small bit of 
brilliant white is showing just below 
some black. With the pattern on 
the branch, it almost seems to be a 
piece of the grayish lichen 
protruding out, but it is too white 
and in the same depth of field as 
the bird.  So what are we seeing 
here? The corner of black is the 
eye, and the white is under the eye. 
Notice the white stops, it doesn’t 
continue behind the eye, so an 
incomplete or broken eyering. 
We’ve just identified the bird! This 
adult male MACGILLIVRAY’S 
WARBLER was found wintering in 
the Vancouver Lowlands in late 
January. This is a bird that should 
have been in Mexico or Central 
America during the winter! 

This secretive warbler has a deep 
gray hood and breast with black 
feathering at the base of the 
breast, brilliant yellow abdomen, 
sides, and undertail coverts. The 
back is greenish-yellow and the 
wings and tail have subtle yellow 

highlights. The bold white eye-arcs against the black of the 
face make for a striking appearance. 

These warblers usually begin arriving in our area in mid-
April and leave for wintering grounds in September. In our 
area, they prefer shrubby and mixed-age forest for 
breeding, so regenerating forest is often a good place to 
look for them. They can often be found in yards with 
shrubby structure during migration. 

(ID Challenge, continued from page 13) 
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INJURED WILDLIFE:  WHAT TO DO? 

Injured Wildlife Hotline: 503-292-0304 
 

The nearest wildlife care and rehabilitation 
center is operated by Portland Audubon. 
Here are some general guidelines from 
their Wildlife Care Center:  

1. Prioritize your safety 

2. Safely contain the animal 

3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take it to. Wild-
life Care Center 

• Do not handle the animal any more than necessary to contain 
it Limiting contact will reduce stress on the animal. 

• Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet space. Keep 
them away from children and pets. 

• Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on low under 
half their enclosure, or a sock filled with dry rice and micro-
waved for 1-3 minutes.  

• Do not feed the animal.  

• Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many wild ani-
mals do not drink standing water, and attempting to help 
them drink can result in pneumonia. In addition, if an animal 
spills its water and gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in 
doubt, it is better not to leave water. 

Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon as you can. If 
you can’t bring it to the center during our open hours, or you be-
lieve the animal is in critical condition and needs immediate atten-
tion after hours, the Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with 
the 24 hour Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in 
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281. 

If you are unable to transport to the care center, try calling Arden 
360-892-8872. If he is available to transport a bird, you will be 
asked to donate a gas mileage compensation and a small donation 
for the Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick up. 

The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients and oper-
ates its Injured Wildlife Hotline from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., 365 days a 

year. 

NWR Updates 

Refuge Information current as of publication. Check the alerts 
on the website for current information. 

 

Ridgefield NWR  
Entrance fee 

Automatic Gate times for all units: dawn to dusk, times 
posted at the entrance and on website  

 

“S” Unit 
Auto Tour Route: Open Daily 

October 1 to April 30, auto traffic only. 

Kiwa Trail: Closed for season as of Oct. 1, reopens May 1 

Carty Unit 
**New Construction **    

The construction of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge's Multi
-Purpose building is continuing. The main entrance looks a bit 

messy however you can still access the trail from the lower 
parking lot. 

 

Oak-to-Wetlands Trail: Open 

Spur trail from Main Street Bridge: Closed During 
Construction 

The pedestrian trail from Main Avenue to the trail head at the 
Carty Unit will remain closed during the duration of the 

construction. Visitors can still drive in or walk in from the 
sidewalk through the main entrance gate.  

Port entrance & Carty Trail: Closed for season, but port 
entrance lookout open year-round.  

 

 Steigerwald Lake NWR  
Closed to All Public Access for Restoration  
We are looking forward to visiting Steigerwald again on 
May 1st if all continues on schedule! Bird Walk planned 

for opening day. 

Vancouver Audubon Society Support & Donation Form 

Membership dues support education, speaker programs, newsletter, and conservation projects.  

    _____ I wish to become a supporter of  Vancouver Audubon for $20/year or $_____________ 
 

Please include this form and make check payable to and send to:  Vancouver Audubon,  P.O. Box 1966,  Vancouver, WA 98668-

1966   -OR– join/renew/donate online at vancouveraudubon.org  
       

VAS will not share your information with any other organization. VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  
 

    NAME______________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________________  

 CITY_________________ STATE__________ ZIP__________ PHONE ________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ (req’d for newsletter) 

For additional information on membership to National Audubon (Chapter # Y13) , go to http://www.audubon.org/ 

Renewal date: 

September 1st 

https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/found-a-wild-animal/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://www.dovelewis.org/
https://www.refuge2020.info/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/steigerwald_lake/
https://vancouveraudubon.org/membership/
http://www.audubon.org/
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8101 NE Parkway 

Vancouver, WA 98662
(360) 253-5771 
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VAS Events 

Mar 29 (TUE): VAS Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm 

Apr 1 (FRI): Bird Walk: Shillapoo Wildlife Area, 7:30am 

Apr 5 (TUE): Zoom Program, Steigerwald NWR Restoration, 6:30pm social/program 7pm  

Apr 6 (WED): Field Trip, Yacolt Burn State Forest 

Apr 20 (WED): Deadline for submissions for March’s newsletter 

Apr 21 (THU): Field Trip, Eagles Pride and Nisqually NWR 

Apr 26 (TUE): VAS Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm 

May 1 (SUN): Bird Walk, Steigerwald NWR reopening day! 
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