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Exciting news! We are in the process of developing a Young 
Birders Program for the Portland-Vancouver region.  By 
enabling young birders to meet, learn, and bird together, 
these clubs encourage the next generation of naturalists to 
grow their interest in the natural world.  

With the closest established young birders program hosted 
by Seattle Audubon, we see an incredible opportunity to 
connect and engage youth in our area with the joys of 
birding and conservation. We are still in the early stages of 
developing the program, so if you know any youth age 10-18 
years interested in becoming a founding member of our 
group, please message Jared at vp@vancouveraudubon.org.  

Generous Donation from Backyard Bird Shop 
 
This year the Backyard Bird Shop is celebrating 30 years of being in 
business with a focus of good customer service, quality products and 
making business decisions that are good for birds and wildlife. They 
have planned for a year of “giving back” by donating a percentage of 
their sales to select local non-profits that also focus on birds and 
wildlife.  
Vancouver Audubon Society was a fortunate recipient of one of their 
donations for $600. THANK YOU, Backyard Bird Shop! 

Students birding at Steigerwald NWR.  Photo by Jared Strawderman 

Young Birder’s Program in 

Development! 

By Jared Strawderman 

Vancouver Audubon Website 
Construction planned downtime 

SEPT 11-12 
 

Volunteer Lissa Gienty has been working on an new 

framework for our website and will need to move the 

update to our domain soon. Planned downtime for the 

new website will be on the weekend of September 11-

12. Please expect the site to be unavailable for the 

entire weekend.   

If you would like to have the newsletter available 

during that time, please download and save the PDF to 

your device prior to that weekend. 

We are looking forward to what Lissa has created and 

hope to make use of the blog regularly. You will be 

able to subscribe to the blog and get new content 

delivered straight to your email if you prefer. 

Blog entries should include announcements for 

programs, field trips, conservation news, and even 

local rare bird alerts. This will be a great option for 

those that don’t use Facebook!  

After the weekend of the move, please be patient as 

we work to place content as needed  into the new site.  

Thanks! 

mailto:vp@vancouveraudubon.org
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Vancouver Audubon believes in the wisdom of nature’s design 
and promotes this through education, involvement, stewardship, 

enjoyment and advocacy. 

VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  

The Columbia Flyway is published monthly Sep-
tember through June (except January). 

Vancouver Audubon Board Meetings are held on 
the last Tuesday of the month August through 

May. 

Membership meetings and programs are held on 
the first Tuesday of the month September through 

June (except January). 

Program meetings are usually held at the West 
Park Community Room at 610 Esther St. (just 

across the street from the west end of Esther Short 
Park, or kitty-corner from City Hall). Parking lot 
can be accessed from Esther Street. There is an 

entrance at either side of the building. 

From the VAS Board 

PO Box 1966  |  Vancouver, WA  98668-1966 

Website  |  vancouveraudubon.org 

Facebook  |  @VancouverAudubon  

Chartered December 18, 1975  

Officers, Board Members, & Chairs 
 

President |Sam Neuffer |206-930-1032|president@vancouveraudubon.org 

Vice President  | Jared Strawderman |  vp@vancouveraudubon.org 

Secretary  |  Craig Wallace |  craig@wallfam.net  

Treasurer | Joan Durgin |360-834-5621| treasurer@vancouveraudubon.org 

Conservation  |  Susan Saul  |  conservation@vancouveraudubon.org 

Editor  |  Cindy McCormack  | 509-939-4448 |  vas@vancouveraudubon.org 

Education  | Sam Neuffer  |  president@vancouveraudubon.org 

Field Trips | Randy Hill |  360-975-2573 | fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org  

Membership  |  George Mayfield  |  360-687-0360  |  gomayf@comcast.net 

Programs  |  Don Rose |  meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

Refreshments |  Cindy Mayfield  |  360-687-0360  |  gomayf@comcast.net 

Sightings  |  Wilson Cady  |  360-835-5947  |  gorgebirds@juno.com 

Website  |  Lissa Gienty |  website@vancouveraudubon.org 

Welcome back! 

Summer went by incredibly fast. We had our annual 
summer board meeting and discussed field trips and how 
we were going to run Vancouver Audubon Society 
meetings this year. Originally, we planned to return to in-
person meetings combined with some virtual options. 
However, with the most recent complications and 
increasing COVID cases, we are going to continue holding 
virtual meetings and programs until we believe we can 
hold in-person meeting safely. Field trips and bird walks 
are still available since they are held outdoors with proper 
precautions. Please review the trip guidelines (pg. 5, but 
also available anytime on the website) and check out the 
available trips! 

We have experienced some very concerning extreme 
events this summer, such as the record high heat wave in 
June. We received many messages from people asking us 
what to do with the birds that were ejecting themselves 
from their nests. Fortunately, we are located near the 
Portland Audubon Wildlife Care Center. Since Vancouver 
Audubon does not have its own wildlife rehabilitation 
center, we rely on Portland Audubon to take in sick, 
injured, or distressed wildlife. For this reason, we decided 
to donate $10,000 from our endowment fund to the 

recent capital campaign for the new care center facilities. 
If you haven’t had a chance to view the plans for updating 
the Wildlife Care Center facilities, visit their website, 
www.forportlandaudubon.org/.  Portland Audubon 
provides a valuable, life-saving service, and we are 
grateful for the work they do.  

Speaking of saving birds, we could always use volunteers 
for our conservation committee! Please contact Susan 
Saul at conservation@vancouveraudubon.org for more 
information.  

We are also forming an Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
committee. If you are interested in bringing birds to more 
people, please contact me at 
president@vancouveraudubon.org. Volunteering doesn’t 
take much time (sometimes as little as 5 hours a month), 
and it is a great way to help birds!  

Please remember that September is the annual renewal 
for Vancouver Audubon’s membership. Your support 
helps fund education, grants, and events. We want to 
reiterate how thankful we are to you for your support for 
Vancouver Audubon Society. Thank you! 

Best regards, 

Sam Neuffer, VAS President 

https://goo.gl/maps/eEQCrCiNEqS2
https://goo.gl/maps/eEQCrCiNEqS2
http://www.vancouveraudubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/vancouveraudubon/
mailto:craig@wallfam.net
https://www.forportlandaudubon.org/
mailto:conservation@vancouveraudubon.org
mailto:president@vancouveraudubon.org


 Page 3 September 2021 

Programs 
Programs are currently scheduled as virtual events through Zoom, all start at 7:00 pm (social time at 

6:30pm). All are welcome, we hope you will join us! 

Contact Don Rose for more information or to get a Zoom link: meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

OCT 5 – DEMYSTIFYING SHOREBIRD 

 IDENTIFICATION 

Jim Danzenbaker   

When you locate shorebirds, do you feel the need to 
run away because you can't identify them?  Do you 
watch them for a while and realize that you'll never 
know what they are?  This presentation will help 
demystify some of the identification challenges asso-
ciated with shorebirds.  We'll look at bill shape, 
plumage, behavior, and habitat and incorporate 
some eBird data to help increase our knowledge of 
shorebirds.  We'll concentrate on shorebirds found 
in Clark and neighboring counties but may include a 
few from other spots in Washington.  Jim has given 
shorebird identification workshops and led shore-
bird field trips in San Diego, the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas and Ocean Shores, WA.  He currently lives in 
Battle Ground, WA. 

Programs: Don Rose 

meetings@vancouveraudubon.org VAS Events 

SEPT 7 – CALIFORNIA CONDOR RECOVERY PROGRAM AT THE 
OREGON ZOO 

Kelli Walker, Senior California condor keeper at the Oregon 
Zoo.   

Kelli will give an 
overview of the 
Condor breeding 
program at the 
Oregon Zoo.  Where 
have the birds been 
released, how are 
they doing in the 
wild, and perhaps 
describe future 

plans for release into the Pacific Northwest.  Kelli has over 20 
years of experience and knowledge to share about the 
California Condor Recovery Program at the Oregon Zoo in 
partnership with US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Marc Slattery/Audubon Photography Awards 

Audubon Council of Washington -  
September 24-26 

The 2021 annual meeting of the Audubon Council of 
Washington (ACOW) will be in virtual format this year due 
to rising COVID case numbers in the state. 

We will hear from the new interim CEO of National 
Audubon, Dr. Elizabeth Gray, as our keynote speaker. We 
will also hear a talk and have a Q&A with a group of 
panelists discussing climate and clean energy in 
Washington. Jamaal Nelson, Audubon’s new chief equity, 
diversity and inclusion officer, will speak. We will have 
two workshop sessions on equity, diversity, and inclusion 
in chapters, and board development. 

 More updates and a free registration link will be provided 
in late August. Watch for an announcement on the VAS 
website and Facebook page. 

National Audubon Convention 

October 1-2, 2021  

For the first time in its 
history, the gathering of 
Audubon’s vast network of 
dedicated chapter, state, 
center, campus, national 
and international leaders 
from across our flyways will 
be virtual. Join us this 
October 1-2 for two days of 
collaboration, community, 
conservation and 
conversation from your own home. We’ll have inspiring 
speakers and activists, virtual field trip experiences led by 
on-the-ground experts, and interactive networking 
opportunities to expand your reach. Registration opens in 
late August and in the meantime, please 
save the dates and learn more here!  By Susan Saul By Susan Saul 

mailto:meetings@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=program
https://2021.audubonconvention.org/?emci=be0f2218-1fec-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=fdb624d9-22ec-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=3508902
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Field Trips: Randy Hill 

fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org 

Field Trips 

Interested in leading a trip or have a suggestion for a trip type or location? Contact Randy Hill at 

fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org 

First-of-Month Bird Walk 
September 1st: Frenchman’s Bar Regional Park, 7:30am 

 

Bird Walks are meant to be a casual, local morning of birding. They are a great time to enjoy birds with others, find new areas to 
visit, and/or work on bird identification by sight and sound or to practice your eBird app with help when needed. These walks are 
usually easy to join or depart at any time during the morning, no commitment to participate in the entire walk if you have limited 

time. Please, only fully vaccinated participants at this time.  

Frenchman’s Bar can be an exceptional location for both resident and migratory birds. We will start by exploring the 
north trail to the slough, return to the parking area, then offer an option for anyone wishing to continue on to explore 

the south trails.  Parking fee or Clark County parks pass req’d at this park, meet at the north lot near the park host residence. 

Contact Cindy at vas@vancouveraudubon.org to register 

SEPT. 18—KLICKITAT COUNTY FALL MIGRATION 
COUNT  

Leaders: Randy Hill and others; call or text for additional 
details and to register: 360-975-2573 

Target species are all birds found within an assigned route 
in Klickitat County, with a variety of resident and 
migratory species associated with higher elevation, drier 
grass and shrub, rocky, lake/riverine, agricultural, 
neighborhood and town, and/or mixed forests of eastern 
Washington. This is a continuing data collection event 
with team leaders and variable participation each year; 
for this reason the sign-up deadline is September 9th to 
assign participants to teams. 

Itinerary:  Meeting point and start time to be determined.  
An early start (likely by 05:30) required for travel east to 
reach whatever route is assigned; expect a full day.  
Carpooling as much as possible following COVID 
protocols; fully vaccinated only. 

We will be mostly birding along roads with stop-and-go at 
pullouts, some short walks, and on some 
routes using trails to cover as much 
habitat as possible. Spotting scope 
suggested although not required, but a 
Discover Pass is suggested as there are 
several DNR and WDFW areas where they 
are required. 

SEPT. 7—MIGRATION AT LARCH MOUNTAIN  

Leaders: Jim Danzenbaker and Cindy McCormack; call or 
text Randy Hill to register: 360-975-2573 

Target species are higher elevation (above 2000’) forest 
songbirds including warblers among other passerines, 
woodpeckers, raptors, and higher elevation migrant and 
resident species.  Also expansive views. 

Itinerary:  Meet at 06:45 in Hockinson at the Fire District 
3 eastside parking lot at 17718 NE 159th St. (45.737992, -
122.490038).  From there, we will head up 139th St/NE 
Rawson Road to DNR land east to the L-1520 gate and 
park at the crossroads. 

Northern Pygmy-Owl, Canada Jay, Western Bluebird and 
Townsend’s Solitaire nest locally; pikas and snowshoe 
hares are resident. We will be mostly stationary but also 
bird along the roads depending on wind conditions and 
weather; a diversion to another location is possible based 
on wind. Carpooling as much as possible; fully vaccinated 
only. Spotting scopes optional, but a Discover Pass is 
required on this DNR area. 

Trip travel type expectations:  

Pace: 1    Terrain:  some A-B   < one mile 
walking. 

Limit of 6 cars, 12 total participants. 

VAS Events 

mailto:fieldtrips@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=field%20trip
mailto:vas@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=Bird%20Walk
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Safety is a primary concern for Vancouver Audubon, and we ask 
anyone who is feeling unwell or who has had contact with 
someone diagnosed with COVID-19 to stay at home until the risk 
for infection has passed.  However, no public activity can be 100 
percent safe.  By participating, you accept the risk that you may 
come into contact with pathogens, including the COVID-19 virus.  

Vancouver Audubon follows COVID-19 safety protocol 
recommendations as defined by the CDC, all restrictions in effect 
for Washington state, and any further restrictions that may be in 
effect for the region of the state (or other state) we may be 
visiting. 

For all field trips or other outdoor activities, Vancouver Audubon 
requires: 

• Social-distancing and masking guidelines be strictly 
followed. 

• Participants wishing to carpool must fully vaccinated*. 

• Participants must be fully vaccinated* to view through the 
leader’s or other participant’s spotting scope. 

• Anyone, within the last 14 days, experiencing symptoms** 
or exposure to a potential or known COVID-19 case are not 
permitted to attend in-person functions.  

• Field trip leaders have the option of requiring all 
participants be fully vaccinated for their trips. 

• COVID-19 specific field trip waivers must be signed by all 
participants (trip leaders will provide). 

*Vancouver Audubon defines “fully vaccinated” as two full 
weeks beyond your final COVID-19 vaccine. 

**Symptoms include: fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath 
or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 
headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea. 

COVID Spotting Scope Policy 

Leader or participants that bring a spotting scope and are willing 
to share viewing through their scopes should follow these 
guidelines: 

• Only allow fully vaccinated* individuals to use the scope. 

• Owner should be the only one setting up the scope and 
getting it set and focused on the desired view. 

• Scope owner should carry and use sanitizer wipes for the 
eye piece and any part touched by another participant. 
Hand sanitizer should be used for anyone touching the 
scope. 

• Participants should use masks when viewing through 
another person’s scope. 

Field trip registration and cancellations 

All field trips, unless otherwise indicated, require pre-
registration. This simply involves contacting the leader or person 
indicated on the announcements. Vancouver Audubon expects 
all registrants to attend, so please contact the leader with any 
cancellations. Some trips may have a wait-list, so please be 
considerate and contact the leader if you have to miss the trip 
for any reason. 

Carpooling: 

Vancouver Audubon wants to be sure we conserve as much as 
possible, so any field trip that includes some driving will be a 
carpooling trip unless otherwise indicated. Carpooling is 
generally arranged at the designated meeting location. 

Please remember to pay your driver! The recommended amount 
is $0.25/mile divided by the number of passengers in the 
vehicle. 

Vancouver Audubon Field Trip Guidelines 

Guidelines available on the VAS website for future reference, as is a copy of the field trip waiver. 

https://vancouveraudubon.org/vas-events/vancouver-audubon-field-trip-guidelines/
https://vancouveraudubon.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/vas-ft-waiver-may-2021.pdf
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VAS Conservation Susan Saul 

conservation@vancouveraudubon.org 

Migratory Bird Protection Act 

We're in a bird crisis: Three billion birds have disappeared 
in North America since 1970. Two out of three birds are 
threatened by climate change. Earlier this year, a federal 
rule dramatically weakened the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA), our nation's most important bird protection law. 
The weakened law no longer holds companies liable for 
preventable bird deaths from industrial hazards, giving 
them a free pass to kill birds.  

Legislation has just been reintroduced in Congress to 
restore and strengthen the MBTA. Take action and urge 
Representative Jaime Herrera Beutler to reinstate 
protections for birds by supporting the Migratory Bird 
Protection Act, which would restore the MBTA's 
protections and safeguard it for the future. 

Protect America's Seabirds and the Forage 
Fish They Rely On 

Threatened by the effects of climate change, overfishing, 
and habitat loss, seabird populations around the world 
have declined by 70 percent since 1950. Seabirds rely on 
small, schooling fish known as forage fish to eat and to 
feed their chicks. However, marine forage fish are not 
protected by federal fisheries management, leaving them 
vulnerable to overfishing.  A new bill will change that and 
help seabird populations rebound. 

Reps. Jared Huffman (D-CA) and Ed Case (D-HI) just 

introduced the Sustaining America’s 
Fisheries for the Future Act, which 
strengthens the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, our nation’s primary federal fisheries law. Since the 
1970s, the Magnuson-Stevens Act has helped fisheries 
managers recover 45 fish species populations and ensured 
that overfishing remains at an all-time low. By ensuring 
our fisheries are more sustainable, the law has benefited 
fishermen, fishing communities, recreational and 
ecotourism industries, and the seabirds and other wildlife 
that rely on healthy fish populations. Though we celebrate 
its success, this law doesn’t factor the important role that 
forage fish, like herring and shad, play in the ocean. It’s 
time for that to change. 

This new bill adds more specific provisions that protect 
seabirds, which rely on healthy stocks of forage fish and 
coastal habitats. For the first time in its 45-year history, 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act would explicitly define forage 
fish and account for the needs of seabirds and other 
predators when deciding how many forage fish can be 
caught. It will also factor climate change into our fisheries 
management process and strengthen protections for 
coastal habitats like seagrasses and marshes that serve as 
nurseries and feeding grounds for fish, as well as birds. 

Urge Representative Jaime Herrera Beutler to Protect 
America's Seabirds and Forage Fish. 

Port of Vancouver to develop its Climate 
Action Plan 

The Port of Vancouver’s Board of Commissioners voted on 
July 13 to authorize CEO Julianna Marler to develop and 
implement the port’s Climate Action Plan, which will guide 
port staff’s efforts to reduce the port’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. The Port has committed to reduce emissions 
50% by 2030 and 95% by 2050. This would not have 
happened without persistent citizen input for five years. 

Public Hearing on Moulton Falls Trail – 
September 15, 2021 

The Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
has announced a public hearing on September 15, 2021, in 
Battle Ground regarding the proposed transfer of 80 acres 
along the Moulton Falls Trail to Clark County Parks. The 80 
acres is Unit 1 of the proposed Michigan Trotter timber 

(Continued on page 7) 

By Susan Saul 

Tufted Puffin rely on forage fish, photo: Timothy Rucci/Audubon 

Photography Awards 

https://act.audubon.org/a/mbpa?ms=network-eng-email-ea-x-engagement_20210806_weekly-chapter-update_&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20210806_weekly-chapter-update&utm_content=&emci=ca773573-c8f6-eb11-b563-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=182e1b67-e0f6
https://act.audubon.org/a/protect-americas-seabirds-and-forage-fish?ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-advocacy_20210727_growing_climate_solutions_alert&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advocacy_20210727_growing_climate_solutions_alert&emci=dd850454-7df5-eb1
https://act.audubon.org/a/protect-americas-seabirds-and-forage-fish?ms=policy-adv-email-ea-x-advocacy_20210727_growing_climate_solutions_alert&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advocacy_20210727_growing_climate_solutions_alert&emci=dd850454-7df5-eb1
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Submit your favorite nature images taken within the 
boundaries of the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge to 
the 15th Annual 2021 photography competition! 

CATEGORIES: 

BIRDS – Birds and waterfowl in their natural habitat. 

WILDLIFE – Any wildlife other than birds – mammals, 
amphibians, fish, insects, reptiles, and invertebrates in 
their natural habitat. 

PLANT LIFE – Trees, grasses, flowers, fungi, mushrooms, 
and other flora in their natural habitat. 

LANDSCAPE & STRUCTURES – The refuge contains a 
mosaic of scenic views, including iconic structures such as 
the Cathlapotle Plankhouse. 

ADULT CATEGORY PRIZES: 

1st Place in each category: $150 Pro Photo Supply Gift 
Card 

YOUTH PRIZES: 

1st Place: $75 Gift Card 

2nd Place: $50 Gift Card 

3rd Place: $25 Gift Card 

*Gift Cards from Pro Photo Supply* 

Winners will be announced virtually during BirdFest & 
Bluegrass 2021, Saturday, October 2nd. 

https://ridgefieldfriends.org/about-us/photo-contest/ 

sale that 
would 
have cut 
trees next 
to the 
trail. 
Public 
outcry 
against 
cutting 
the trees 
and 
possibly 
triggering 
landslides 
caused DNR and Clark County to negotiate a land transfer. 
The hearing will be virtual as well as in person. Supportive 
comments would be appreciated. DNR will be announcing 

time and place information soon. Watch Vancouver 
Audubon’s website and Facebook page for an 
announcement. 

(VAS 

Conservation, 

continued 

from page 6) 

Ridgefield NWR Photo Contest Deadline Approaching! 

https://ridgefieldfriends.org/about-us/photo-contest/
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By Don Rose 

This fall, I will begin my sixth season of participation in 
Project FeederWatch through the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology.  My counts allow me to track what is 
happening to birds around my home, but also contributes 
to a continental dataset of bird distribution and 
abundance.  FeederWatch is conducted by people in the 
U.S. and Canada of all skill levels and backgrounds, 
including children, families, individuals, classrooms, retired 
persons, youth groups, nature centers, and bird clubs.  I 
have learned a lot about local birds through this program 
and have had fun doing it.  This is but one example of how 
you can contribute personally to knowledge about birds by 
getting out and doing some birding.  Other programs 
hosted by Cornell Lab of Ornithology open to anyone 
include Celebrate Urban Birds, which only requires 3 
observations for 10 minutes in 
your neighborhood; the Great 
Backyard Bird Count (co-
sponsored by Audubon Society) 
that happens each year in 
February;  and Nest Watch, a 
nationwide nest-monitoring 
program designed to track status 
and trends in the reproductive 
biology of birds.  All you need is a 
pair of binoculars and access to 
the internet, and a bird feeder for 
Project FeederWatch.   

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology also hosts eBird, which is 
becoming a global depository of bird information 
submitted by birders everywhere.  Data can be submitted 
through an app downloaded on your phone, which is very 
handy, or submitted through the eBird website.  Our very 
own Cindy McCormack hosted training sessions on how to 
use eBird last year and with interest, we could host 
another.   

During our 
monthly 
programs this 
past year, we 
heard of other 
ongoing citizen 
science projects.  
We heard about 
the Coastal 
Observation and 
Seabird Survey 
(COASST), which 

monitors dead birds along the Washington shoreline.  
There is the Raptor Survey program across Oregon, Idaho, 
and Washington, and  Vaux’s Happening, that monitors 
Vaux’s Swift use of chimneys in the northwest.    

There are a multitude of other opportunities to contribute 
your observations as well.  There is the iNaturalist app and 
website hosted by the California Academy of Sciences, 
which collects your observations of many different types 
of organisms.  ISpot is a website developed and hosted by 
the Open University for collection of many types of 
animals and plants.  Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count, 
perhaps the first citizen science project, has been around 
for almost a century. Audubon has added a new program 
to try to determine impacts of climate change on birds 

called Climate Watch.  Audubon 
also has the Hummingbirds at 
Home program, where volunteers 
nationwide can enter their 
observations of hummingbirds.  
This year, Audubon hosted the 
Western Rivers Bird Count to 
specifically identify populations of 
birds along arid southwest rivers. 

Local Audubon organizations also 
have citizen science 
opportunities.  Portland Audubon 

has been seeking volunteers for monitoring Brown 
Pelicans along the Oregon Coast and for counting feral 
cats on Hayden Island to determine their potential impact 
on birds there.  Seattle Audubon has joined an online tool 
to track bird mortality from human-related collisions at 
dBird.org.  dBird allows anyone with an internet 
connection to report dead and injured birds. It takes just a 
minute or two to submit a report and does not require 
users to log in or create an account. 

If you are a very experienced birder, there is the North 
American Breeding Bird Survey, which has volunteers 
conduct bird surveys by sight and sound on specific 
transects each year.   

All of these programs, and more, are available for you to 
participate.  Each has its own set of protocols for how and 
when the data is collected and how it is reported.  But the 
benefit of all this data collection is improved knowledge of 
bird populations, movements, impacts from various 
threats, and early identification of new threats.  Best of all, 
you improve your own skills at bird identification and have 
fun doing it.   

YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO SCIENCE 

Photo: Luke Franke/Audubon 

Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count is the nation’s 

longest running community science program. 

Photo: 2019-20 participants; Luke Franke/Audubon 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_University
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gorgebirds@juno.com (360)835-5947 Wilson Cady’s Afield 
Abundance Codes used in this column: 

 (1) Common, (2) Uncommon, (3) Harder to find, usually seen annually, (4) Rare, 5+ records, (5) Fewer than 5 records 
 

These codes vary for each county, to see all 39 WA county checklists go to wabirder.com and click on Checklists. 

Due to the pandemic, I did very little birding this year 
other than on our property in the Columbia River Gorge 
with the exception of several trips to other parts of 
Skamania County with Cindy McCormack and Les Carlson.  
With this limited information, I can only speak about what 
we experienced with this year’s Spring migration and the 
nesting season at our place compared to the past forty-
five years that we have lived here. 

 This was the poorest Spring migration we have seen here 
in both the overall numbers of birds and in the diversity of 
species that followed the ridge we live on that leads into 
the Cascade Mountains. The insect-eating species seemed 
to be missing with very few of the expected species of 
vireos, flycatchers or warblers passing through. We did not 
have some of the usual breeding species in our woods 
such as Pacific-slope Flycatchers, Warbling Vireos or Black-
throated Gray Warblers. Only half of our swallow nest 
boxes were occupied this year. There was good weather 
during the blooming of the native fruit-producing trees 
such as the cascaras and bitter cherries and the domestic 
sweet cherries that have gone wild. But when the fruit 
ripened on the sweet cherries, they just hung on the trees 
until they dropped instead of being eaten by the usual 
flocks of thrushes, robins, Western Tanagers and Cedar 
Waxwings.  

When we experienced the period of extreme 
temperatures from the heat dome, we lost the nestlings in 
all but one of our swallow nest boxes and only one pair of 
Violet-green Swallows renested and they have yet to 
fledge and leave their nest box. The high temperatures 
sped up the ripening of both our bitter cherry and cascara 

trees and there will be less fruit on them by the time the 
southbound migrants pass through. I am hoping that what 
we saw was a localized event and other areas fared much 
better and I would love to hear other people’s 
observations. 

The drought on the east side of the Cascades continues 
and the species that live there have had to disperse as the 
wetlands and marshes there dry up. Some of those birds 
have been seen locally and this trend may result in 
expanded breeding ranges for some species if they 
successfully nest in new areas. 

On a brighter note, the pair of SANDHILL CRANES that 
nested on the Ridgefield River “S” Unit successfully raised 
their colt, which is now flying with the parents. This 
allowed the Kiwa Trail to be reopened at the end of July 
and should be open until the normal yearly closure on 

October 1st.  

Aug. 11, Stefan Schlick was exploring the South Prairie in 
Skamania County when he heard and saw a RED-
SHOULDERED HAWK, a very unlikely habitat for one to be 
seen at and most likely a migrating bird that wouldn’t stay 
at that location for very long. 

Aug. 11, an immature LEWIS'S WOODPECKER was found 
by John Davis flycatching from the large cottonwood trees 
and snags along the paved trail by the Columbia River at 
Beacon Rock State Park. We get a few of these birds per 
year in Skamania County with occasional large flocks seen 

(Continued on page 10) 

Sandhill Crane colt spreading its wings. Mid-July.  

Photos: C. McCormack 

Successful Sandhill Cranes! Family finally spotted outside of closed 
area in mid-July. 
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By Wilson Cady 

in migration. 

Aug 16, a BLACK-NECKED STILT was discovered at 
Shillapoo Wildlife Area. It continued to be seen through 
Aug 20. 

Aug 17, Shawneen Finnegan and David Irons found a 
juvenile BREWER'S 
SPARROW at Shillapoo Lake 
which they described as a 
plain-faced sparrow with a 
narrow tail, pale lores and 
no obvious post ocular 
stripe and an inconspicuous 
supercilium (eye stripe). The 
crown was streaked with no 
pale median. Underparts 
crisply streaked. This is 
another bird that nests on 
the eastside of the Cascades 
and is rare in Clark County 
with only a few prior 
sightings on record. 

Aug. 18, a LONG-BILLED CURLEW was heard by Bob Flores 
as it flew over his Ridgefield area home. This is one of the 
species that nests east of the Cascades and although a 
few are seen each fall along the coast they are rare in 
Clark County.  

Aug. 18, We had five species of warblers come through 
our woods in the afternoon, ORANGE-CROWNED, 
YELLOW, BLACK-THROATED GRAY, and MCGILLIVRAY’S 
were represented by single birds and the only species we 
saw more than one of were three WILSON’S WARBLERs. 

Aug. 20, Susan and I checked the birds on Franz Lake in 
Skamania County from the observation deck along 
Highway 14 finding an early migrant flocks of 8 
AMERICAN WIGEON and 21 NORTHERN PINTAILS in with 
numerous MALLARDS. All of these ducks were in eclipse 
plumage with their identification based on body shape 
and bill and leg coloration. These ducks will finish molting 
and acquire their adult plumage by October making them 
much easier to identify.   

Aug. 21, an EASTERN KINGBIRD was found on Strawberry 
Island, below Bonneville Dam by John Davis, there are less 
than five records for this species in Skamania County.  

September is a month where we have a rapid change in 

the birds to be found in our area. The warblers, vireos and 
other neo-tropical migrants are moving south to their 
wintering grounds while the winter species begin filtering 
into the region. By September, the Rufous Hummingbirds 
and most species of swallows will have moved out of 
here. Most of our wintering waterfowl will not arrive in 
numbers until early October, but there will still be 
plentiful opportunities to find migrant birds such as 
vireos, warblers and others in mixed flocks, one of the 

easier ways to find these 
flocks is to listen for the 
chickadees that may be 
traveling with them. 

Shorebirds will continue to 
show up at muddy 
shorelines through the 
month of September. Good 
places to check for these 
birds locally are the 
Ridgefield NWR and 
Vancouver Lake lowlands 
including Shillapoo Lake. 
Greater White-fronted 
Geese, one of the earliest 
migrating waterfowl have 

already been reported from the Ridgefield/Vancouver 
Lake Lowlands. We usually only have a small number of 
these geese winter in this region with the majority of 
them continuing south to central California. 

Most of the northern nesting waterfowl won’t start 
arriving until October and the earlier arrivals and local 
nesting birds will often be in eclipse plumage with the 
males looking much like the females making them harder 
to identify. 

Please let me know of the migrants that you notice for 
inclusion in this column and for the County Year List 
Project. As of August 20th, 219 species have been 
reported from Clark County in 2021 and 186 birds have 
been seen in Skamania County, to see the complete list 
for all 39 counties go to: http://wabirder.com/bartel.html  
If you have seen a species not previously reported from 
Clark or Skamania County this year please let me know. 

If you find any birds you think may be unusual please 
contact me, the Hagens or the Bjorkmans as soon as 
possible or post it to the Vancouver Audubon Afield 
Facebook group, where you can also share your photos. 

(Afield, continued from page 9) 

Brewer’s Sparrow (adult), photo by Mick Thompson 

http://wabirder.com/bartel.html
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Bird ID Challenge By Cindy McCormack 

Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that can be a challenge to ID! If there are identifiable 

features in the photo, submit your photo for our next challenge. 

Uncertain about identification or if photo 

has enough info? Don’t hesitate to send it 

in for discussion and review. 

Of course, if you wish to share your good 

photos with your fellow VAS members, you 

are welcome to submit them for publishing. 

Send questions, comments, and submissions 

to Cindy at nwbirder@gmail.com. 

 

We will start the season with a photo 

you can identify with just one part 

showing! Can you identify the bird 

tucked in the branches in this photo? 

Identification and discussion will be in 

the next newsletter.   

As a Northern Flicker flew over us on a migration watch, I noted that it was in the middle of a molt cycle. Just as I made the 

observation, a feather dropped out of the wing and fluttered down to us! I thought we might use the photo of the dropped feather 

took to look at some basic anatomy of a feather!  

 

 

 Rachis 

Vane 

Quill/Calamus 

Mostly covered by fingers 

Central shaft 

Barbs (the parallel 

filaments of the vane, 

enlarged here) 

Note how ragged and worn this 

feather is at the tip. It was ready to 

be replaced! 

Each barb has 

even smaller 

structures called 

barbules. These 

are what “zip” the 

barbs together! 

mailto:nwbirder@gmail.com?subject=Bird%20photo%20challenge
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INJURED WILDLIFE:  WHAT TO DO? 

Injured Wildlife Hotline: 503-292-0304 
 

The nearest wildlife care and rehabilitation 
center is operated by Portland Audubon. 
Here are some general guidelines from 
their Wildlife Care Center:  

1. Prioritize your safety 

2. Safely contain the animal 

3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take it to. Wild-
life Care Center 

• Do not handle the animal any more than necessary to contain 
it Limiting contact will reduce stress on the animal. 

• Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet space. Keep 
them away from children and pets. 

• Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on low under 
half their enclosure, or a sock filled with dry rice and micro-
waved for 1-3 minutes.  

• Do not feed the animal.  

• Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many wild ani-
mals do not drink standing water, and attempting to help 
them drink can result in pneumonia. In addition, if an animal 
spills its water and gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in 
doubt, it is better not to leave water. 

Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon as you can. If 
you can’t bring it to the center during our open hours, or you be-
lieve the animal is in critical condition and needs immediate atten-
tion after hours, the Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with 
the 24 hour Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in 
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281. 

If you are unable to transport to the care center, try calling Arden 
360-892-8872. If he is available to transport a bird, you will be 
asked to donate a gas mileage compensation and a small donation 
for the Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick up. 

The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients and oper-
ates its Injured Wildlife Hotline from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., 365 days a 

year. 

NWR Updates 

Refuge Information current as of publication. Check the alerts 
on the website for current information. 

 

Ridgefield NWR  
Entrance fee program has been reinstated.  

Automatic Gate times for all units: dawn to dusk, times 
posted at the entrance and on website  

 

“S” Unit 
Auto Tour Route: Open Daily 

May 1 to Sept 30, foot traffic is allowed on the Auto Tour 
Route.  

Kiwa Trail: The Sandhill Crane colt successfully fledged! 
Now open through Sept. 30th. Thank you for 
understanding the necessity of the earlier closure. 

Carty Unit 
**New Construction **    

The construction of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge's Multi
-Purpose building is continuing. The main entrance looks a bit 

messy however you can still access the trail from the lower 
parking lot. 

Spur trail from Main Street Bridge Closed During 
Construction 

The pedestrian trail from Main Avenue to the trail head at the 
Carty Unit will remain closed during the duration of the 

construction. Visitors can still drive in or walk in from the 
sidewalk through the main entrance gate.  

Port entrance: Lookout open year-round. Trail to Plankhouse 
opens May 1st.  

 

 Steigerwald Lake NWR  
Closed to All Public Access for Restoration  

Video update of the Steigerwald project  

Vancouver Audubon Society Support & Donation Form 

Membership dues support education, speaker programs, newsletter, and conservation projects.  

    _____ I wish to become a supporter of  Vancouver Audubon for $20/year or $_____________ 
 

Please include this form and make check payable to and send to:  Vancouver Audubon,  P.O. Box 1966,  Vancouver, WA 98668-

1966   -OR– join/renew/donate online at vancouveraudubon.org  
       

VAS will not share your information with any other organization. VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  
 

    NAME______________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________________  

 CITY_________________ STATE__________ ZIP__________ PHONE ________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ (req’d for newsletter) 

For additional information on membership to National Audubon (Chapter # Y13) , go to http://www.audubon.org/ 

Renewal date: 

September 1st 

https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/found-a-wild-animal/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://www.dovelewis.org/
https://www.refuge2020.info/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/steigerwald_lake/
https://youtu.be/WuN4e_OXASg
https://vancouveraudubon.org/membership/
http://www.audubon.org/
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8101 NE Parkway 

Vancouver, WA 98662
(360) 253-5771 

backyardbirdshop.com 

AUG 31 (TUE): VAS Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm 

SEPT 1 (TUE): Bird Walk, Frenchman’s Bar Regional Park, 7:30am 

SEPT 7 (TUE): Field Trip: Larch Mtn 

SEPT 7 (TUE): Program: Calif. Condor Recovery Program, 6:30pm social, 7pm 
program via Zoom. All are welcome!  

SEPT 18 (SAT): Field Trip: Klickitat Fall Migration 

SEPT 24-26: Audubon Council of Washington (ACOW) 

SEPT 28 (TUE): VAS Board Meeting via Zoom, 6:30pm 

September 2021 
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