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December 27th turned out to 
be a wonderful day for CBC 
birders.  Starting with a 
gorgeous sunrise for the 
owling teams and a 
scattering of fog in the low 
areas, there was no rain, no 

snow and no wind with temperatures rising from 30° to 
43°.  Pretty much the best birder weather I have had on a 
CBC.  We had to make some required COVID-19 
adjustments to our team structure this year.  With masks 
required and limits to the number of people in trail 
groups, we had to chop up a few 
teams and set up some local feeder 
watch neighborhoods.  We had five 
feeder watchers this year, usually 
there is one or two.  A couple of the 
feeder watchers also added a 
neighborhood and nearby trail walk 
which got us into places we do not 
normally cover in depth.  I have 
been doing a driving route for the 
last five years, but ended up giving 
that to the others on my team.  I did what I called a 
dumpster dive route, peeking into areas we normally do 
not cover, like the industrial buildings of Ridgefield.  Even 
with all the restrictions, we had 68 participants for the 
circle.  We put in 128 team hours plus 11 more owling 
hours, walked 108 team miles, and drove 211 miles to 
complete coverage of the circle and finding 132 species, a 
new high.  Thank you all who participated to complete 
our circle in the time of COVID-19 and who were willing 
to be flexible so that everyone who wanted to participate 
could do so safely.  

Just as a reminder, the circle encompasses Sauvie Island 
and Scappoose area in Oregon, crossing the Columbia 
River to include much of Vancouver Lake Bottoms, all the 
RNWR and up to the Lewis River, plus areas in Salmon 

Creek/Hazel Dell, Ridgefield and 
just squeeks across the I-5 corridor north of the merge 
with I-205.   

We had some nice, rarer sightings.  Probably the most 
exciting find was a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.  There are only 
two other area records in eBird for this species and they 
were both in recent, previous Octobers, one in Sauvie and 
one in Vancouver Lake Bottoms.  Randy Hill found the 
gnatcatcher in a row of trees on Bachelor Island moving 
around with a small flock.  Cindy McCormack, who was 
nearby on the refuge, got there in time to be the second 
set of eyes and photos.  A White-faced Ibis was hanging 

around the River “S” for several 
days and made an appearance for 
the count.  The last CBC record I 
could find was four birds in 1981.  
Other species on the CBC that are 
rarer on the count included Red-
necked Grebe (last noted in 1990), 
Eared Grebe (2009), Horned Lark on 
Austin Point (1999) and Barrow’s 
Goldeneye at the mouth of the 
Lewis River.  There was also a 

Harlan’s identified among the Red-tailed Hawks on 
Sauvie.  The Snowy Egret showed up along the 501 spur 
from Frenchman’s Bar.  It would be nice to know if the 
same bird makes its way up here some winters.  Without 
banding, we won’t know, but the bird is frequent enough 
in the last few years to maybe earn a name.   

The Sandhill Crane count, which is still under review, 
looks like 4400+ individuals.  These birds move around so 
much, it is hard to get a firm count at any time.  But some 
birders were at roost sites early enough to count the 
morning fly-outs.  There is a crane count done annually 
mid-October when counters are stationed at known 
roosts as the birds come in for the night.  This year that 
count was 4419.  A few of the October birds are always 

By Susan Setterberg 

Audubon’s 121st Christmas Bird Count Report 
Ridgefield/Sauvie Island Circle 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher on Bachelor Island 
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Vancouver Audubon believes in the wisdom of nature’s design 
and promotes this through education, involvement, stewardship, 

enjoyment and advocacy. 

VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  

The Columbia Flyway is published monthly Sep-
tember through June (except January). 

Vancouver Audubon Board Meetings are held on 
the last Tuesday of the month August through 

May. 

Membership meetings and programs are held on 
the first Tuesday of the month September through 

June (except January). 

Program meetings are usually held at the West 
Park Community Room at 610 Esther St. (just 

across the street from the west end of Esther Short 
Park, or kitty-corner from City Hall). Parking lot 
can be accessed from Esther Street. There is an 

entrance at either side of the building. 

From the VAS Board 

I am feeling hopeful.  I am writing today after watching the 
inauguration of America’s 46th President, Joe Biden.  I was 
struck by the difference in tone of all who participated in 
the event when contrasted with the previous holder of 
that office.  The message of unity and hope and the strong 
desire to address our nation’s current challenges together 
was a balm that we all needed and it touched me deeply.  
It made me realize how stressful and divisive the entire 
past four years have been on an almost daily basis, and 
that it came to a head when our capitol was stormed by a 
lawless mob two weeks ago.  But today is the start of 
something better.  Even if there is disagreement about 
how to address particular issues, perhaps there can be 
agreement that we approach and negotiate solutions 
together.  Without hate.  Without judgement.  Without 
ridicule.  That is what democracy is.   

As a chapter, we have had to arise to many challenges 
over the past year with the pandemic raging on. But again, 
we are at a turning point.  Vaccines are available and the 
state is ramping up plans to speed up distribution.  This 
brings hope that perhaps by summer, certainly next fall, 
we will be able to meet again in person.  We will be able 
to gather together on monthly bird walks and field trips to 
enjoy learning the songs of nature and sighting the 
colorful birds of our region.  We will be able to learn 

together through programs 
presented in person and discussions 
of local bird sightings and conservation happenings.  
Please get vaccinated when you have the opportunity.   

Our chapter is strong and getting stronger with the 
addition of Jared Strawderman as our new Vice-President.  
I know from personal experience at Steigerwald Refuge 
that he is a resourceful individual.  Susan Saul is leading 
our conservation efforts, including providing input to our 
local state representatives on advocacy day last month.  
Contact Susan if you have an interest in participating on 
the chapter conservation committee. This last year, Cindy 
McCormack adapted our Newsletter to a digital addition 
and has been very active managing our chapter website.  
Joan Durgin worked diligently to get our chapter budget 
approved at our last meeting and Craig Wallace has done 
a great job of scribing and posting our board meeting 
notes.       

We have so much to look forward to this year.  Thanks to 
all our members for your continued support.  We 
appreciate your on-going membership renewals and the 
many members now using our new digital option of 
payment through PayPal.  Let’s make 2021 the best year 
ever as a chapter together.     

by Don Rose 
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Programs 

Upcoming Vancouver Audubon Programs  

During pandemic restrictions, we will be presenting virtual meeting using Zoom, which allows Vancouver Audubon 
Chapter members to participate in meetings and educational presentations through their home computer, laptop, or 
even your smart phone.  We will ask attendees to register in advance. VAS members will receive an invitation to the 
webinar through a link in their email, but invitations can be sent out on request. 

Starting at 6:30pm, the first 30 minutes of this meeting will be a social time when members will be able to interact 
through live audio and video.  During the presentation starting at 7:00, no audio or video will be allowed for attendees.  
Written questions submitted through Chat or Q & A can be answered at the end of the program.   

What’s on tap? 

The following programs are currently scheduled, all start at 7:00 pm (social time at 6:30pm). We hope you will join us! 

March 2 — Steigerwald NWR/Project Updates 

A representative from Steigerwald Refuge will give an update on accomplishments over the past year and what to ex-

pect this coming year in the massive wetland restoration project happening there.   

Contact Don Rose for more information or to get a Zoom invitation: meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

Join the meeting early! At 
6:30pm we would love to see 

and hear from you! We can use the 
first half hour to chat, hear about 
your sightings and look at 

photos! 

Programs: Don Rose 

meetings@vancouveraudubon.org 

Field Trips: Randy Hill 

re_hill@q.com VAS Events 

February 2 – Kim Adelson, Ph.D., The Dinosaur Among Us. 

Virtually all paleontologists agree that birds evolved from dinosaurs, and most even go 

so far as to state that birds are, in fact, living dinosaurs. The flood of new data coming 

from newly discovered fossil beds – primarily from China – has only solidified that 

position. Come learn about the structural and behavioral similarities between birds and 

the more “classic” dinosaurs they evolved from. We guarantee that you will not only be 

surprised as to how dinosaur-like birds are, but also how very bird-like dinosaurs 

were.  You will never think about T. rex in the same way again! 

Kim Adelson was a professor of psychology for almost 30 years.  During that time, she earned teaching awards at 3 different 

universities.  Before she switched fields in order to better study behavioral evolution, she earned a master’s degree in 

evolutionary biology.  Paleontology has been one of her avocations since she was a child.  She is an avid bird watcher and is 

on the Boards of the Black Hills Audubon Society and the Friends of the Nisqually National Wildlife Complex. 

Field Trip Update 

As the vaccine rollout progresses and when COVID restrictions are 
lifted, the board will start discussing the possibility of resuming 
field trips and bird walks. We hope this will be an option in the 
near future!  

Be sure to watch the newsletter, website, or the VAS Facebook 
page for updates as pandemic limitations are reduced. We look 
forward to seeing you and enjoying nature together again! 
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VAS Conservation Gretchen Starke 360-892-8617 

gstarke@pacifier.com 

Susan Saul 

 conservation@vancouveraudubon.org 

BIRDS AT THE WASHINGTON LEGISLATURE 

The first-ever remote legislative session has begun in 
Olympia. The virtual nature of this year’s legislative 
session presents an unparalleled opportunity for everyone 
to engage with our state lawmakers without traveling to 
Olympia. 

Audubon Washington’s top two climate priorities for the 
2021 legislative session are passing a Clean Fuel Standard 
and updating the state's Growth Management Act to 
include climate change as an element of local 
comprehensive plans. They have been introduced in the 
Washington House of Representatives. 

Birds are telling us that we must act now on climate. We 
are their last best hope for a stable future. Tell your 
representatives to support a Clean Fuel Standard (HB 
1091) and updating the Growth Management Act (HB 
1099) to ensure local communities are planning for a 
changing climate by including it as a planning element. 
Sign on here: https://act.audubon.org/a/climate-2021 

Protecting birds and people from climate change is within 
reach, but we cannot afford to delay. With nearly half of 
Washington state’s carbon pollution coming from 
transportation, this means we must do everything we can 

to replace gas guzzlers with clean 
electric vehicles. A Clean Fuel Standard is a proven policy 
to help us do just that. By supporting this legislation we 
will improve public health, combat climate pollution, and 
support local economic development. 

Planning for a changing climate is a key component of 
protecting birds and the places they need for generations 
to come. Audubon Washington is working with state and 
local partners to update the state’s Growth Management 
Act, requiring counties to plan for climate resilience. This 
means recognizing the value of natural solutions for 
climate change as well as the role natural infrastructure 
can play in making our communities more economically 
resilient. 

You can also track bills with the most current information 
by signing up for Audubon Washington’s Weekly 
Legislative Updates and keep track of bills in its Legislative 
Tracker. https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/
JGKjknsVTUKMSr4BoP2Nvw2 

You also can sign up to lobby virtually in Olympia during 
this legislative session.  https://act.audubon.org/a/sign-
lobby-virtually-olympia  

By Susan Saul  

The Washington Department of Ecology denied permits 
for a proposal to build the world’s largest fracked gas-to-
methanol refinery along the shores of the Columbia River 
in Kalama on January 19, 2021. Citing significant negative 
impacts on our climate and Washington’s shorelines, the 
Department of Ecology denied a key permit required to 
build and operate the $2.3 billion refinery. The proposed 
plant would have converted natural gas into methanol, 
producing about one million metric tons of emissions, 
making it one of Washington’s top 10 emitters. 

You and thousands of other Washingtonians called on 
Governor Inslee and the Department of Ecology to protect 
our climate, the Columbia River, our communities and our 
futures from the destructive, polluting Kalama methanol 
refinery. Many worked for this victory: Kalama residents, 

the Cowlitz Indian Tribe, and 
more than 30 conservation 
organizations—including Vancouver Audubon Society, 
Columbia Riverkeeper, the Power Past Fracked Gas 
coalition, Earthjustice, Sierra Club, Center for Biological 
Diversity, Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
and the Washington Environmental Council. 

Northwest Innovation Works, the 
project proponent, may appeal the 
decision. The Department of Ecology 
has excellent legal grounds for 
denying the methanol refinery, 
however, and our allies will help 
defend this victory in court if 
necessary. 

Washington Denies Kalama Fracked Gas-to-Methanol Refinery 
By Susan Saul  

https://act.audubon.org/a/sign-lobby-virtually-olympia
https://act.audubon.org/a/sign-lobby-virtually-olympia
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I am excited and 
thankful for this 
opportunity to serve 
on the board of 
VAS.  My wife and I 
moved to Vancouver 
in 2013 from 
Virginia, thinking it 
would be a 
great adventure for 
a year or two. Seven 
years and one child 
later, we are loving 
life here in the PNW. 
My first job out west 

was working at the Backyard Bird Shop in Vancouver 
where I was introduced to the wildlife in this area. During 
my year and a half selling everything you need to attract 
wildlife to your backyard, I was volunteering for and 
falling in love with Ridgefield NWR.  In 2015, I became the 
Invasive Plant Field Coordinator with the Friends of 
Ridgefield NWR and then later that year started my 
current role as Stewardship and Community Engagement 
Coordinator for the Gorge Refuge Stewards, the Friends 
group that supports Steigerwald Lake, Franz Lake, and 
Pierce National Wildlife Refuges.  I've been birding since 
2009 after an internship I had at Pea Island NWR along 

the east coast flyway.  A volunteer there said "You should 
start a list of the birds you see while you are here." and 
life has never been the same since.  I look forward to this 
opportunity to put what I've learned working for non-
profits for the past 5 years to work.  I am particularly 
interested in increasing the inclusiveness of our 
programing and working with partners toward our 
common goals of wildlife conservation in our area.  

Introducing our New VP, Jared Strawderman! 
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expected to continue south so our count is probably a 
good one.   

It looks like we upped our Snow Goose record again with 
20,738 this year.  All but 17 were on the Sauvie side.  But 
they were still outnumbered by the Cackling Goose counts 
with 31,533, split almost evenly on both sides of the 
Columbia River.  There was a large grouping of scaup on 
the Columbia River which was 
counted from the Lewis River down 
to Vancouver Lake Bottoms.  With 
155 Lesser Scaup and 1184 Greater 
Scaup, this was not as high as our 
2018 count but there were more 
than double the Greater Scaup and 
about a tenth of the Lesser Scaup.  
Our Mallards and Northern Pintails 
almost tied for most numerous duck 
species, but neither come anywhere 
near past high numbers.    

Our spike in Pine Siskins was 346, but 
not as high as some of the other 
irruption years we have seen since 
1967, usually at 400-500.  There was 
an exceptional count of 2163 in 1981.  
The Sauvie side did pick up two Red 
Crossbills on Oak Island.  Sauvie also 
had a Clay-colored Sparrow and a 
Harris’s Sparrow, birds that 
wandered off course in migration 
from the east.  

And, that dumpster dive route? Well, 
surprisingly, I found a small, signed 
Wetlands Buffer zone with two Red-
shouldered Hawks.  Cindy found one 
on the refuge, which has not been a 
frequent sighting of late, and there 
was one on Sauvie Island. They are 
not easy to find.  I was pleased to see 
and hear them in this small light 
industry area.  Sometimes it is worth 
going into those areas where all you 
expect is European Starlings and Rock 
Pigeons. But that is what makes this 
so much fun; you never know what 
you will find.  

If you want to dig into the data, 
google Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count.  Our circle is coded as ORSI, 
(Oregon, Sauvie Island).  You can see 

data back to 1967 when the circle was initiated.  Some 
data is missing between 2006 and 2015, but my hope is to 
get it all together and have that hole filled. This year’s 
data will probably be available mid-February or so, as it 
gets reviewed before posting. I am still waiting comments 
for a couple species so you might see some minor changes 
from these numbers.   
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gorgebirds@juno.com (360)835-5947 Wilson Cady’s Afield 

The last bird sighting reports in this newsletter were from 
November 20, 2020 and in the meantime a lot of people 
have been able to get out and enjoy our wildlife-rich area. 
There haven’t been any major cold spells or snow events 
so far this year to move birds around, so the rare birds first 
found last fall continued through mid-January and some 
locally nesting species remained here instead of migrating. 
But it is way too early to rule out snow—last year we had 
three inches of snow at our place three miles east of 
Washougal on March 14! 

Nov 21, a Code 5 CLARK'S NUTCRACKER was reported 
from Larch Mountain by John Bishop and Tim 
Shelmerdine. They spotted it near the Larch Mountain 
Trailhead. 

Nov 21, Jim Danzenbaker and Nick Mrvelj found a Code 5 
PINE GROSBEAK at the Upper Larch Mountain Lookout 
and Trail. They followed that up by hearing another one at 
the Larch Mountain Trailhead that others, including John 
Bishop, were able to see. 

Nov 22, the continuing RED-BREASTED MERGANSER was 
seen at Marine Park by Ken Vanderkamp. This is a species 
usually found on saltwater during the winter. 

Nov 23, the continuing Washington state Code 4 WHITE-
FACED IBIS was seen again at the Ridgefield NWR River 'S' 
Unit by Cameron Cox. This bird remained through the re-
porting period and attracted birders from all around the 
state and elsewhere looking to add it to their lists of birds 
seen. 

Nov 23, Cindy McCormack reported 
that the three ACORN WOODPECK-
ERS (CODE 5) continued near the au-
ditorium at the Fort Vancouver Na-
tional Historic Site, where they were 
seen by many birders through the re-

porting period. There are only three nesting colonies of 
these colorful woodpeckers in Washington state and they 
are all in Klickitat County. They are a recent arrival in our 
state with the first nesting record coming in 1990 when I 
located an active nest near the mouth of the Klickitat River 
just a couple of years after they first crossed the Columbia 
River from Oregon, where they are regular. 

Nov 24, 2 RED-NECKED GREBES were still wintering in the 
Columbia River at Marine Park in Vancouver according to 
Ken Vanderkamp.  

Nov 26, a very late VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW was spotted 
by Randy Hill at the Ridgefield NWR River 'S' Unit. 

Nov 27, another PINE GROSBEAK was seen by Shawneen 
Finnegan and Jim Danzenbaker at the Larch Mtn Trailhead 
where they first found them last fall.  

Nov 28, a visit to Vancouver Lake produced a RED-
BREASTED MERGANSER, BARN SWALLOW, TREE SWAL-
LOW and a VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW and a very late YEL-
LOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD for Christopher Hinkle, Mary 
Lynn "Em" Scattaregia, Tim Shelmerdine and Nick Mrvelj. 
Randy Hill was able to see the merganser before it flew. 

Nov 28, Christopher Hinkle and Mary Lynn "Em" Scattare-
gia drove up to Larch Mountain where in a clear-cut they 
found a GRAY-CROWNED ROSY-FINCH. This Code 5 bird 
that nests at high elevations, usually near the snowline on 
major peaks like Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams and Mt. Rainer 
and usually winter in the open lowlands east of the Cas-
cades. 

Nov 30, Dalton Spencer was at the Vancouver Waterfront 
Park where he located a PACIFIC LOON. Of the three spe-
cies of loons that one has a reasonable chance of seeing 
locally, this small species is the least likely to be found 

here and is usually seen on saltwater, mak-
ing it a Code 4 in Clark County. This winter 
we have had an exceptional number of loon 
and grebe sightings from multiple locations.   

Dec. 3, Les Carlson added a new bird to his 
Clark County list when he and Cindy McCor-
mack found a female PINE GROSBEAK on 

(Continued on page 8) 

Abundance Codes used in this column: 
 (1) Common, (2) Uncommon, (3) Harder to find, usually seen annually, (4) Rare, 5+ records, (5) Fewer than 5 records 

 

These codes vary for each county, to see all 39 WA county checklists go to wabirder.com and click on Checklists. 

Nov 21, Carol and Don Kohler 
photographed this leucistic DARK-
EYED JUNCO at their feeders in 
Camas. This bird is extremely pale as 
well as having white spots in 
random areas. 

Pine Grosbeak, photo by C.McCormack 
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Larch Mountain. 

Dec. 5, the wintering SNOWY 
EGRET was spotted at Buck-
mire Slough by Don Rose, this 
bird has been seen in several 
wetlands in the Vancouver 
Lake lowlands, but has been 
most reliable at Round Lake at 
the end of Lower River Road. 
There has been one of these 
diminutive egrets wintering in this area for the last ten 
years, even though they are code 4 in the rest of the state. 
It is time to lower them to a Code 3 in Clark County.  

Dec 14, COMMON YELLOWTHROAT by Randy Hill at the 
Ridgefield NWR River 'S' Unit, a very few of these marsh-
dwelling warblers winter in the state each year. 

Dec. 27, 3 WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS were photo-
graphed by Les Carlson at his Hazel Dell feeders. These are 
the most common out-of-normal range birds that show up 
here in the winter, their breeding and wintering range is 
supposedly east of the Rocky Mountains.   

Dec 27, Robert Flores picked out a LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
that was with 17 GREATER YELLOWLEGS in the ponds at 
the end of Lower River Road. They 
are much scarcer in winter here than 
Greater Yellowlegs. 

Dec 27. A very rare Code 4 for Wash-
ington BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER 
was found on the Ridgefield NWR by 
Randy Hill and was also seen by Cin-
dy McCormack. 

Dec. 31, Les Carlson birded the Rock 
Creek Mill Pond in Stevenson in the 
wind, finding at least 2 male RED-
HEADS, a Code 4 bird in that county. 

Jan 1, The TUFTED DUCK, the assortment of loons and 
grebes, the WHITE-FACED IBIS, at the Ridgefield NWR, the 
Vancouver Lake lowlands SNOWY EGRET and the three 
ACORN WOODPECKERS at Fort Vancouver all continued to 
be seen into the New Year bringing birders from all over 
the state to add these rarities to their 2021 year list. 

Jan 2, a MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE was first heard then seen 
on NW 110th St in Vancouver by David Irons. 

Jan 1, A hybrid RED-NAPED X RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER 

was found at Hockinson Mead-
ows in a cedar grove between 
the three northernmost base-
ball fields by Robin Rose. Red-
napeds are usually found east 
of the Cascades and Red-
breasted on the west side, so 
this bird must have come from 
an area where the two ranges 
overlap.  

Jan 3, a SWAMP SPARROW 
was seen and heard by Jim 

Danzenbaker, David Irons and Shawneen Finnegan at a 
location known to have had them in previous years on the 
Ridgefield NWR--River 'S' Unit. It was identified by the 
sharp chip call, rufous wings, gray and brown striped head, 
whitish throat, dingy gray upper breast and unstreaked 
underparts.  

Jan 10, Robert Vanderkamp located a RED-NECKED GREBE 
in the river in front of the flushing channel at Blurock 
Landing. 

Jan 10, also at Blurock Landing was a RED-THROATED 
LOON found by Christopher Hinkle. 

Jan 10, at the Columbia River Boardwalk two more RED-
NECKED GREBES were identified by Ken Vanderkamp. 

Jan 10, Kevin Black confirmed the long 
staying WHITE-FACED IBIS was still at 
the Ridgefield NWR River 'S' Unit. 

Jan. 13, Arden and Sherry Hagen had 
seven RED CROSSBILLS bathing in the 
water feature in their very bird friendly 
Cascade Park yard. With all the other 
reports of finches this winter I am sur-
prised there haven’t been more 
sightings in urban areas.  

Jan. 13, A BRANDT'S CORMORANT 
was found on the Columbia River I-5 Bridge by Andrew 
Aldrich, who spotted it from the Oregon side of the river. It 
was perched on one of the cement pilings that support the 
I-5 Bridge. This is the first county record for both Clark and 
Multnomah Counties, the first inland report for the PNW, 
and probably the furthest inland report anywhere. 

Jan 14, while birding Skamania County with Cindy McCor-
mack and Les Carlson, we bumped into Bob Rowe at 

(Afield, continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher on Bachelor Island 
Photo by C. McCormack 

Three White-throated Sparrows, photo by Les Carslon 
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Strawberry Island, who joined us for the rest of the day. 
Our best birds we found were the continuing 2 male and 2 
female REDHEAD and a RUDDY DUCK at the Rock Creek 
Mill Pond, both are Code 4 birds in Skamania County. 

Jan 14, At Blurock Landing a female TUFTED DUCK, was 
first reported by Jim Danzenbaker and then seen by Jay 
Withgott and Tim Shelmerdine. This is a diving duck from 
Eurasia with a ponytail on the back of its head that associ-
ates with scaup and Ring-necked Ducks. They are seen 
nearly every year in our area and their code 4 rating prob-
ably should be lowered. This is one of the species that is a 
reward when playing “Where’s Waldo” while looking over 
the rafts of ducks on the Columbia River. 

Jan 14, while observing the BRANDT’S CORMORANT at 
the I-5 Interstate Bridge, Shawneen Finnegan and Bob Flo-
res both reported a RED-NECKED GREBE there. 

Jan 14, Tim Shelmerdine posted that he saw the continu-
ing PACIFIC LOON at Blurock Landing, 

Jan 14, Another PACIFIC LOON was seen at the Vancouver 
Lake Rowing Club Access by Jay Withgott, who also report-
ed seeing the SNOWY EGRET at the end of Lower River 
Road, as did Tim Shelmerdine, Jordan Gunn and Robert 
Vanderkamp. 

Jan 16, the Blurock RED-THROATED LOON continued with 
sighting reports from Nick Mrvelj, David Slick, Gregory 
Johnson, Sierra Downes and Scott Downes. 

Jan 16, Nathan Putnam heard and saw PINE GROSBEAKS 
feeding on Noble Fir cones on Augsperger Mountain near 
Dog Mountain in Skamania County where they are a Code 
4 bird. 

Jan 16, a male MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER at Frenchman's 
Bar Regional Park found by Cindy McCormack was a real 
surprise as it should have been in the tropics now, this is 

the first winter record that I am aware of. 

Jan 17, the female TUFTED DUCK at Blurock Landing was 
still present according to Amit Gordon, Jim Danzenbaker, 
Levi Grudzinski and Gregory Johnson 

Jan 17, and the long staying RED-NECKED GREBE at the 
Vancouver Lake Rowing Club Access was seen by Erik and 
April Brown. 

With the rare and out of place birds continuing to be re-
ported we are of to a good start on the Washington Cu-
mulative County List Project. In 2020, 237 species were 
reported in Clark County and 205 birds were found in Ska-
mania County. Among them some real rarities including 
some new county birds that were found. Clark County 
added White-headed Woodpecker on Feb. 26, 2020 with 
one photographed by Carlos Rodriguez. Two new species 
were seen in Skamania County, a Black Phoebe found on 
Oct. 29, 2020 by Russ Koppendrayer and a Gray Catbird 
seen on July 5, 2020 by John Davis. To see the results of 
the 2020 lists visit:  http://wabirder.com/
county_yearlist.html  

Waterfowl will continue to provide some of our major 
viewing opportunities until early March when they begin 
moving north. The wintering Pine Siskins, Pine Grosbeak, 
finches and crossbills should remain until Spring. In Febru-
ary we begin to see some early migrants like bluebirds, 
Say’s Phoebes and Loggerhead Shrikes, and by the end of 
that month we can expect the arrival of the first Rufous 
Hummingbirds. 

Please continue to report your sightings to me or on eBird 
or Tweeters for inclusion in this column and the County 
List Project and please visit the Audubon Afield Facebook 
site to view and share photos and sightings. 

 Vancouver Audubon Afield | 
Facebook By Wilson Cady 

In January 2021, VAS would like to form a Conservation 
Committee to take the lead in planning and directing the 
environmental priorities and activities for the chapter. 

Committee objectives are: 

• Identify, study, and evaluate environmental problems 
and opportunities and select priorities for action. 

• Inform members about conservation issues and 
projects and encourage them to act individually and in 
cooperation with other members. 

• Represent the chapter’s views by meeting with 
officials, speaking at hearings and other forums and 
submitting written comments when appropriate. 

• Educate the public about conservation matters and 
urge them to act on priority issues. 

VAS has a Zoom account so we should be able to meet 
virtually from the comfort and safety of our homes. 

If you are interested or just want to find our more, please 
contact conservation@vancouveraudubon.org. 

Seeking Conservation Committee Members 

http://wabirder.com/county_yearlist.html
http://wabirder.com/county_yearlist.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/290490018269847
https://www.facebook.com/groups/290490018269847
mailto:conservation@vancouveraudubon.org?subject=Conservation%20committee
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This certainly is an interesting bird! That facial pattern is 
quite distinctive! 

We obviously have a water 
bird of some sort, since it 
appears to be floating easi-
ly on the water.  Water 
birds we might expect on 
the Columbia would in-
clude waterfowl (geese, 
ducks, swans), loons, 
grebes, pelicans, cormo-
rants, gulls, terns, and 
coots. 

Let’s start with the most 
obvious feature of this bird: the bill.  It seems fairly robust, 
is straight and pointed, and has some yellow-orange color-
ation. Since it doesn’t have the compressed bill or the tip 
hook (nail) of the most well-known of waterbirds, the 
ducks and geese, we can eliminate them from the running.  
The bill is too long and isn’t white, eliminating the Ameri-
can Coot. Although it is orangey, it certainly isn’t big 
enough for an American White Pelican! 

Gulls and terns can be eliminated based on the relatively 
long neck, low posture in the water, and no tail showing 
while floating on the water.  

Cormorants do sit low in the water, but they will have 
longer necks and the bill will be fairly even through the 
length with a hooked tip. They also tend to hold their 
heads at a more upward angle when sitting on the water. 

This leaves us with the loons and grebes. Both families sit 
low on the water. The bill 
doesn’t fit for the loons—
color will eliminate it right 
away. All of our loons have 
dark to silver bills (except 
the Yellow-billed Loon, with 
is quite rare and has a more 
yellowed-bone color and a 
sharp angle at the end of 
the lower mandible). The 
back doesn’t quite seem 
flat enough for a loon, nor 
long enough. 

This leaves the grebes. We can eliminate Pied-billed, 
Horned, and Eared Grebes just on the rather long, stout, 
orangey bill. 

That leaves us with Western, Clark’s, and Red-necked. 
Wait! Did we take a wrong turn somewhere? We don’t 
usually see stripes and polka-dots on those grebes! What’s 
going on here? 

Hmmm...have you ever 
noticed the baby Pied-
billed Grebes (our local 
breeder) in summer? 
How they have cute 
striped and spotty 
heads? Could this be a 
juvenile grebe? Yep! 
Look at how loose and 

(Continued on page 11) 

Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that can be a challenge to ID! If there are identifiable features in the 
photo, submit your photo for our next challenge. 

Uncertain about identification or if photo has enough info? Don’t hesitate to send 
it in for discussion and review. 

Of course, if you wish to share your good photos with your fellow VAS members, 
you are welcome to submit them for publishing. Send questions, comments, and 
submissions to Cindy at nwbirder@gmail.com. 
 

Can you identify this side-lit bird in this picture? 
 

Identification and discussion will be in the next newsletter.   

Bird ID Challenge 

December’s Bird ID Challenge Answer 

By Cindy McCormack 

December’s quiz bird 
Photo by C. McCormack 

Juvenile Pied-billed Grebe 
 photo by Mick Thompson 

mailto:nwbirder@gmail.com?subject=Bird%20photo%20challenge
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Vancouver Audubon Society Support & Donation Form 

Membership dues support education, speaker programs, newsletter, and conservation projects.  

    _____ I wish to become a supporter of  Vancouver Audubon for $20/year or $_____________ 
 

Please include this form and make check payable to and send to:  Vancouver Audubon,  P.O. Box 1966,  Vancouver, WA 98668-

1966   -OR– join/renew/donate online at vancouveraudubon.org  
       

VAS will not share your information with any other organization. VAS is a non-profit organization under US IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).  
 

    NAME______________________________ ADDRESS________________________________________________  

 CITY_________________ STATE__________ ZIP__________ PHONE ________________________ 

 EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ (req’d for newsletter) 

For additional information on membership to National Audubon (Chapter # Y13) , go to http://www.audubon.org/ 

Renewal date: 

September 1st 

rough the feathering looks on our quiz bird. This is quite 
typical of juvenile plumage, as is the more cryptic plumage 
on the head.  

So which one of our remaining grebe options? The bill and 
neck will provide the answer! Both Western and Clark’s 
Grebes have a relatively longer, more slender neck. They 
also have a longer, more slender bill. Both of these larger 
grebes also have a upward angle at the tip of the lower 
mandible, which does not appear in this more blunt-
looking bill. 

If you look closely, you can also make out some coloration 
on the neck that is redder than the back or breast. This is 
quite typical in a juvenile Red-necked Grebe. The stout 
yellow-orange bill, squarish head, thick medium-length 
neck with a red wash all point us to a Red-necked Grebe! 

This juvenile Red-necked Grebe was photographed on the 
Columbia River off of Beacon Rock State Park on October 
28, 2020.  

Photos for bill comparisons by Mick Thompson 

(Bird ID Challenge, continued from page 10) Waterfowl bills are 
usually laterally 

compressed with a 
small downward 

hook at the tip. 

Of course, mergansers 
don’t have the obvious 
flattened bill of the 
other ducks. 

Most of the yellow in a Double-
crested Cormorant’s bill is 

actually bare skin! 

Pelicans have massive bills! 
They often rest their bills 
against their necks. The 
expandable skin pouch at the 
base is called the gular pouch. 

Gulls sit high on the 
water, with their “butts” 
held high off the water. 

Note the long, slender neck and bill of this 
Western Grebe and the angle at the tip of 

the lower mandible. 

This winter Common Loon has a massive, pointed bill in 
black and silver. Note the upward angle of the end of 

the lower mandible. 

While this Horned Grebe does have a 
slightly reddish wash on the neck and 

a blunt, straight bill, the neck 
(stretched out here) is not as thick and 

the bill is not as long and stout as a 
Red-necked Grebe. 

Loons, Grebes, and 

Cormorants all sit with their 

bodies low in the water. 

https://vancouveraudubon.org/membership/
http://www.audubon.org/
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INJURED WILDLIFE:  WHAT TO DO? 

Injured Wildlife Hotline: 
503-292-0304 

The nearest wildlife care and reha-
bilitation center is operated by Portland 

Audubon. Here are some general guidelines 
from their Wildlife Care Center:  

1. Prioritize your safety 

2. Safely contain the animal 

3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take 
it to the Wildlife Care Center 

• Do not handle the animal any more than neces-
sary to contain it – this is for your protection as 
well as for the animal’s well being. Wild animals 
are terrified of humans. They may fight back, try to 
flee, or freeze. Many people mistake the “freeze” 
behavior for tolerance or enjoyment of contact, 
when in reality it is a fear response. Limiting con-
tact will reduce stress on the animal. 

• Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet 
space. Keep them away from children and pets. 

• Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on 
low under half their enclosure, or a sock filled with 
dry rice and microwaved for 2-3 minutes.  

• Do not feed the animal.  

• Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many 
wild animals do not drink standing water, and 
attempting to help them drink can result in pneu-
monia. In addition, if an animal spills its water and 
gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in doubt, 
it is better not to leave water. 

Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon 
as you can. If you can’t bring it to the center during our 
open hours, or you believe the animal is in critical con-
dition and needs immediate attention after hours, the 
Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with the 24 hour 
Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in 
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281. 

If you are unable to transport to the care center, try 
calling Arden 360-892-8872. If he is available to 
transport a bird, you will be asked to donate a gas 
mileage compensation and a small donation for the 
Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick 
up. 

The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients 
and operates its Injured Wildlife Hotline from 9 a.m. – 

5 p.m., 365 days a year. 

NWR Updates 

Refuge Information current as of publication. Check the alerts on 
the website for current information. 

Ridgefield NWR  
All Refuge units remain fee free until further notice.  

Automatic Gate times for all units: 7:30am to 5:00pm 

Note that gates close automatically. Vehicles must exit the Refuge 
before the gate closes and there is no entry before or after hours.  

Restrooms now open and cleaned weekly. Supplies may run low. 

“S” Unit 

Auto Tour Route: Open Daily 

Vehicle traffic only. No bike or pedestrian access.  

Kiwa Trail: Closed for the season. Will reopen May 1st. 

Auto Tour Route on the River “S” Unit is open to vehicle traffic 
ONLY. No bikes or pedestrian access at this time.   

Carty Unit 

**New Construction **    

The construction of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge's Multi-
Purpose building is well underway! The main entrance looks a bit 

messy however you can still access the trail from the lower parking 
lot. 

Spur trail from Main Street Bridge Closed During Construction 

The pedestrian trail from Main Avenue to the trail head at the Carty 
Unit will remain closed during the duration of the construction. 

Visitors can still drive in or walk in from the sidewalk through the 
main entrance gate.  

Port entrance: Lookout open year-round. Trail to Plankhouse closed 
for the season.   

All other public use facilities and access to those 
facilities  (including the Plankhouse and the Refuge Office) are not 

available to the public.  
 

 Steigerwald Lake NWR  

Closed to All Public Access for Restoration  

Video update of the Steigerwald project link 

The Steigerwald Reconnection Project has begun. To ensure the 
safety of our visitors and our crews, the Refuge's trails are closed to 
all public access at this time. This closure includes the Refuge's 
parking lot, restrooms, and access to both the Refuge's interior 
trails (currently) and the Columbia River Dike Trail (the levee trail) 
that parallels the Columbia River (as of July 6th, 2020).  

The Refuge Trails and Dike Trail east of Captain William Clark Park, 
will be closed to all public access until the Spring of 2022. Please 
respect this closure while habitat and public use opportunities are 
enhanced. For more info, visit https://www.refuge2020.info/
steigerwald-reconnection-project. 

https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/found-a-wild-animal/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://audubonportland.org/our-work/rehabilitate-wildlife/wildlife-care-center/wildlife-rescue-tips/
https://www.dovelewis.org/
https://www.dovelewis.org/
https://www.refuge2020.info/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/ridgefield/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/steigerwald_lake/
https://youtu.be/NpwUNh1jaK4
https://www.refuge2020.info/steigerwald-reconnection-project
https://www.refuge2020.info/steigerwald-reconnection-project
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8101 NE Parkway 

Vancouver, WA 98662
(360) 253-5771 

Open for curb-side pick-up! Visit  

backyardbirdshop.com 

JAN 26 (TUE): VAS Board Meeting, 6:30pm, Zoom Mtg. Contact a board member if you would like to 
participate! 

FEB  2  (TUE): VAS Program, THE DINOSAUR AMONG US—Kim Adelson, Ph. D. 

FEB 12-15: THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT  https://www.birdcount.org/ 

FEB 23 (TUE): VAS Board Meeting via Zoom 

MAR 2: VAS Program 

February 2021 
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