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2020 Construction Kicks Off for Steigerwald Reconnection Project
Construction begins at Steigerwald Lake National Wildlife
Refuge on June 1. The work is part of a multi-year
Steigerwald Reconnection Project, a collaboration led by
the Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and Port of Camas-Washougal to
reconfigure the existing Columbia River levee system to
reduce flood risk, reconnect 965 acres of Columbia River
floodplain, and increase recreation opportunities at the
Refuge.

east of the fish ladder). The entire Refuge (including the
dike trail, beginning just east of Index Street) will be closed
to the public from July 6 through October 2 of this year
and again beginning in April 2021.
Travelers and local residents may also experience
intermittent lane closures on SR-14 from June 1 until
September 30 during construction on SR-14.
Last year, the project broke ground when crews anchored
84 large wood habitat structures in the Gibbons Creek
alluvial fan and began revegetation efforts. Next year, in
addition to the levee work, crews will restore 115 acres of
wetland habitat, build a larger parking lot and restrooms,
and add an additional mile of trail to the existing network.
Once state and local guidelines allow, volunteers and
students will engage in planting native trees and shrubs to
help revegetate the project.

Construction this year includes raising a portion of SR-14
above the 500 year flood level, realigning a portion of
Gibbons Creek, relocating the Refuge parking lot, and
beginning construction of setback levees. These setback
levees will better protect the Port of Camas-Washougal
Industrial Park, the City of Washougal wastewater
treatment plant, and private residences from flooding.
Next year, the new setback levees will be completed, and
more than 2 miles of the existing Columbia River levee will Salmon, lamprey, waterfowl, and many other species will
be removed, thereby reconnecting the Columbia River to benefit when the vast historic floodplain is reconnected to
the Columbia River and to Gibbons Creek. This is the
its historic floodplain for the first time in generations.
largest habitat restoration project along the lower
The Refuge will be closed to visitors for lengthy periods
Columbia River to date. It will provide fish with
while construction occurs. Beginning June 1, the existing
unobstructed passage to newly restored, high quality
Refuge parking lot will permanently close. During this
habitat in an area of the river where such habitat is
time, visitors can access the dike trail from Captain William
lacking.
Clark Park east to the Fish Ladder, however the Refuge's
With Governor Jay Inslee lifting restrictions on
interior trails will not be accessible to the public (this
includes no access to the Gibbons Creek Wildlife Art Trail construction, it is important to move this project forward.
An estimated 503 family wage jobs will be created through
that connects to the dike trail near Redtail Lake and the
the project and it will bring an estimated $67.4 million to
Refuge's seasonal trail that connects to the dike trail just
(Continued on page 9)
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From the VAS Board
By Cindy McCormack
Spring migration is winding down and many of our
resident birds already have fledglings to feed! We hope
you have been able to enjoy the birds in your
neighborhood during this unusual spring. I have one big
walking loop in my neighborhood and without other
options, have begun to know individual birds so well, I
have started giving them names! George and Gracie, as I
call the Fort’s resident Great Horned Owls, fledged three
owlets back in March. There have only been two owlets to
be found since April, so I figure they had one mortality.
The two youngsters, yet unnamed, still hang with their
folks, but have almost completely molted out of juvenile
plumage now. Luke, the leucistic American Robin, is busy
collecting worms for his nestlings. Dirty Harry, one of the
Officer’s Row California Scrub-Jays, continues to raid nests.
He really seems partial to Bushtit and Dark-eyed Junco
nests. Black Bart, one of the American Crows nesting in the
area, seems to return with robin nestlings frequently.
Good thing the robins can nest several times a season, or
we wouldn’t have many around!

in, please contact me or one of the other board members.
It is a great way to serve your organization, the wildlife and
environment we stand for, and the community. The board
meets once monthly and would appreciate your input and
your company.
A big thank you to the retiring board members Arden
Hagen and Carol Kohler for their years of service! We
wouldn’t be here without our volunteers.
There are some wonderful on-line resources available
from local and national entities:
•

The Rocky Point Bird Observatory has been having
frequent presentations on birds (rpbo.org). The ones I
have attended have been fabulous!

•

National Audubon has been sending out emails with
links to activities, including free Audubon Adventure
activities for kids. They have excellent webinars for
new birders.

•

Watch Clark PUD Osprey live: Clark Public Utilities has
had a webcam on an osprey nest all spring. Starting on
April 9, the osprey female laid 3 eggs about 3 days
apart for each egg. The pair took turns incubating the
eggs. Hatching started on May 17 with the third egg
hatched on May 20. The youngsters have big appetites
so now there will be lots of action as the adults feed
them bits of fish. The nestlings will not fledge until
about the second week in July, so there still is plenty of
time to watch the little nestling mature into juveniles
and take their first flights.

We have really missed being able to share stories and
sightings with you at the meetings, and with summer
approaching, we will be on the normal break for
newsletters and events. Our Facebook sites (the VAS page
and the Afield group page) have been useful in keeping in
touch. Please join us there if you haven’t already. It can be
a great way to share your photos, ask questions, and enjoy
others in our area remotely.
The board will plan on meeting in June, either remotely via
video conferencing or in person (or both), depending on
the county’s phase plans. Our annual summer planning
•
meeting and potluck will be scheduled, if possible, in midto late-summer. Since we have been unable to have a
membership meeting, the officer candidates up for
election this year will serve as
interim appointees until we can
have an election by the
membership. Membership
meetings/programs and field trips
will return in the fall, if it is safe to
do so.
We would love to have you join the
board, in a capacity as an officer or
as a chairperson. If this is
something you might be interested
VAS Columbia Flyway

Science on Tap and OMSI’s Science Pub has been
offering virtual presentations. If you enjoy these
events in the past in person, the virtual programs have
been helpful replacements. The trivia portions are
always fun!
•

Portland Audubon has been
holding a Backyard BioBlitz every
Tuesday.
•

Virtually visit National
Wildlife Refuges across the
country!
•

This was sent to me by
several members: Bird Song
(Continued on page 12)
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C.C.C. for the 21st Century Proposed
By Susan Saul
The Civilian Conservation Corps
(C.C.C.) during the Great
Depression helped build America
at a time of national crisis.

Act, legislation that would fund
State Wildlife Action Plans to
reverse the decline of non-game
wildlife species, including
Washington’s fishers, Canada lynx
and pygmy rabbits.

Today, according to the New York
Times, nearly 7.7 million American
workers younger than 30 years old
• $1 billion to construct wildlife
are now unemployed and 3 million
crossings along highways that
dropped out of the labor force in
reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions
the last month. That is nearly one
and reconnect habitat for wildlife.
in three young workers, by far the Picnic Tables at Historic Civilian Conservation Corps Cabin
highest rate since the government at Eagle Creek Overlook Group Site on the Columbia River • $10 billion for restoring,
Gorge National Scenic Area. (U.S. Forest Service photo) reforesting, and improving
began tracking unemployment by
resilience of national forests and
age in 1948.
accelerating collaborative forest landscape restoration.
As communities across the country struggle with
unemployment and economic hardship during the COVID- • $2 billion for implementing federal recovery plans for
19 crisis, there is an opportunity to create millions of good Endangered and Threatened Species to create short-term
habitat restoration jobs and reduce regulatory
-paying jobs that also support nature conservation.
uncertainty.
Members of Congress and environmental organizations
• $18.5 billion to enact the Great American Outdoors
are proposing a fix that will put millions of young
Americans directly to work: a 21st-century version of the Act, which would fix recreation infrastructure on federal
C.C.C. that operated from 1939 to 1942 and employed 3.4 lands, and expand access to outdoor recreation through
the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
million young men who planted more than three billion
trees, built hundreds of parks and wildlife refuges and
• $5 billion for improving wildfire preparedness in
completed thousands of miles of trails and roads.
vulnerable communities.
Smart investments in a similar program now could create
millions of immediate jobs for the demographic groups
and regions most acutely affected by the downturn.

In addition to restoring our natural heritage, these jobs
would benefit public health by providing cleaner air and
water, increasing access to the outdoors, sequestering
Washington’s seven Democrat U.S. Representatives, Derek carbon, recovering wildlife, and making communities more
resilient to natural disasters.
Kilmer, Kim Schrier, Rick Larsen, Denny Heck, Suzan
DelBene, Adam Smith and Pramila Jayapal, have signed a There is plenty of work to be done and too many young
letter, along with dozens of their colleagues across the
people without jobs or prospects who could benefit from
country, in support of the Restoration and Resilience Jobs the high-quality natural resource education opportunities
proposal in the next federal stimulus legislation.
and apprenticeships that would prepare them for privateThe Restoration and Resilience Jobs proposal would
provide more than $100 billion in funding for natural
resource and recreation infrastructure projects in
Washington state and across America.
Some notable fund allocations in the proposal include:
•

$9 billion to enact the Recovering America’s Wildlife
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sector employment as the economy recovers.
You can help by encouraging Representative Jaime Herrera
Beutler to support the Restoration and Resilience Jobs
proposal. A similar letter will be circulated among
Republican members of Congress soon; she should be
urged to sign on. https://jhb.house.gov/contact/
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Arden “Bird Dog” Hagen
The Ultimate Volunteer
By Eric Bjorkman
Recently, Vancouver Audubon Society (VAS) said goodbye
to Arden Hagen as he stepped down from the Board of
Directors after 27 years of service. For many of those years
he was either President or Vice President (depending on
whether someone was willing to serve as President). In
addition, he also served for many years as the organizer of
VAS’s monthly field trips. And if that weren’t enough,
through the years he organized
fundraising trips that took a lucky
few to such places as SE Arizona,
Texas, Ohio, and Ecuador that he
and his wife Sherry would lead or
co-lead. Many happy travelers got
dozens of life birds on those trips.

Arden and Sherry
immediately wanted to
join in and make it a
Arden Hagen, photo by Eric Bjorkman
competition. During that
year we raised more than $3500 for the club and had a lot
of fun in the meantime. We ended up spending quite a bit
of time with Arden & Sherry as we searched every corner
of the state in what turned out to be a heated
competition. Of course, the Hagens won with a recordbreaking total of 370 species
seen in a year filled with many
fond memories.

Arden’s nickname is “Bird Dog”
because he has an amazing eye
and can spot birds that others
cannot. While travelling in
South Africa with the Hagens,
Photo by Sherry Hagen
we got to see an example of
large raptor or owl.
this skill up close. As we sped
Grey-winged Francolin spotted by
down a road at 40-45 miles per
“Bird Dog”
At community events, Arden helped set up and take down hour, Arden suddenly tells our
VAS displays and he volunteered time to
guide to stop the vehicle as he spotted
help cover the booths. Countless times
something just off the road. We backed up
Arden answered the call when a classroom
and found a Grey-winged Francolin, a
or local organization needed a speaker to
female that blended in so well with the
talk about birds and birding. If not
surrounding vegetation that it took the
travelling the world with Sherry to see
rest of us a minute to successfully locate
amazing birds elsewhere, Arden was
it. How he saw that bird from the car is
almost always willing to help expose
still a mystery to me.
people to the magic of birding and
advocate for VAS. He was, and remains, a
Above all, what I have come to appreciate
great ambassador for both.
about Arden the most is his upbeat
personality and sharp wit. He seems to
I served on the board alongside Arden for
especially enjoy teasing me, but I have to
twelve years, ten of them as President. He
admit I’ve given him plenty of opportunity
was a joy to work with, always thoughtful
for that.
and wise. His experience and historical
knowledge of VAS was invaluable to me
Sherry was also on the board for many
and the rest of the board.
years as the newsletter editor. The
Hagens, along with folks like Wilson &
My wife, Tammy, and I have gotten to
Susan Cady, Gretchen Starke, and Don &
know Arden and Sherry well over the
Sue Cannard among others, are the core
years and we have become dear friends. In
Photo by Sherry Hagen
of the club and have made it what it is
2012, we had the idea of doing a big year
today.
within the state of Washington and to use it as a
fundraiser for VAS. When I presented it to the board,
Thank you for your service and dedication!
Arden was also our “go to” guy
when injured birds required help.
He carried a box, towel, and
welder’s gloves with him in case
he was summoned to rescue a
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Sherry Hagen
VAS Volunteer Extraordinaire
By Arden Hagen
Sherry and Arden Hagen started birdwatching in 1979
after receiving a Golden Guide from her mother as an
anniversary gift. Six years later they decide to join National
Audubon. Shortly after, Sherry learned there was a local
chapter in Vancouver and they joined. That would be the
beginning of 30 years of service to VAS.
In 1989, Sherry volunteered to be the editor of the
newsletter. She gradually upgraded the design and clipart
used in it. Occasionally she wrote a column called
“Backyard and Beyond” about experiences she had locally
or around the globe. In the early days, the newsletter had
to be hand delivered to the printer. Eventually, she was
able to send it in from her computer, sometimes even
from out of the country when they were travelling! She
retired from being
the editor in 2018
after almost 30
years.

developed and
maintained our VAS
display board, using her
own photos and helped
staff the booth at the
Clark County Home and
Garden Show.

In 1997, she began
teaching bird classes
before the general
meetings, using her own
photographs in the
presentations. This lasted
until 2017 when
problems with her vocal
cords forced her to discontinue this popular addition.

Sherry and Arden presented their first general meeting
program in 1998 on their first out-of-country trip to Costa
In 1998, she set up Rica. She used
the VAS website,
her own
where the general
photographs of
public could access birds, animals and
information and
anything else that
where the
peaked her
newsletter could
interest. She has
also be read. She
created more
retired from this
than 25 programs
post in 2019 after 20 for VAS over the
years of maintaining years of their trips
the site.
all over the world.
Each program
She and Arden lead was co-narrated
many fundraising
with Arden after
trips to the four
developing and
corners of the USA, practicing the
as wella as one to
script. She will
Ecuador. She
NOT be retiring
participated many
from this and when things get back to normal, their trip to
times in birdathon
New Zealand will be presented.
fundraisers and the
annual Christmas
For all your years of faithful service,
Bird Count.
Sherry also

VAS Columbia Flyway
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gorgebirds@juno.com

Wilson Cady’s Afield

April 21, At Frenchman’s Bar Park, Bob Flores found a nice
mix of spring migrants, a female AMERICAN REDSTART
being an unexpected find along with a bonus of a WHITETHROATED SPARROW. Less unusual birds seen were 1
MERLIN, 195 YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS, 3 TOWNSEND’S WARBLERS, 23 RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS, 7 ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLERS, 3 WILSON’S WARBLERS, 3
VARIED THRUSH, 1 GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET, 1
HOUSE WREN and 1 LINCOLN’S SPARROW.
Gayle Benton in Lacamas Meadows saw a large flock of
sparrows, which have not been around this winter, consisting mostly of WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS, a couple
of GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROWS and a lovely male
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW that stopped in for a bite.
April 25, Jim Danzenbaker had a NASHVILLE WARBLER
visit his Battle Ground yard.

(360)835-5947

bon Afield Facebook site.
April 27, a DUSKY FLYCATCHER was in Jim Danzenbaker’s
Battle ground yard all day. Surprisingly, another Battle
Ground birder had one in their yard on the same day
about 2 miles from him. This is another species associated
with the eastern side of the Cascades. Between 7-8am, Jim
counted 564 YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS flying south
over this Battle Ground yard, the most he has ever seen in
one day in Washington
April 28, One NASHVILLE WARBLER was seen in Jim Danzenbaker’s yard. He thinks he has only seen this species
twice before in his yard.
April 29, Another CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD was feeding
on blueberry blooms at Bob Flores home in the DeluthRidgefield area.
May 1, Bob Flores continued to
find rarely seen species in Clark
County with his photographing a
LARK BUNTING, a grassland species
from the Midwest, in the Vancouver Lake lowlands. There was only
one other report ever of this speLark Bunting, photo by
cies in Clark County and that was
Bob Flores
over forty years ago from a description by a person who didn’t have a bird book.

April 26, Les Carlson added a new bird to his yard list
when a SWAINSON’S HAWK passed over his Hazel Dell
home.

Jim Danzenbaker had a SWAINSON'S HAWK fly over his
Battle Ground home. This may be about the 9th or 10th
individual to have gone through the county this year with
all birds presumably eventually heading north. Pretty good
for this species which, at best, is seen maybe once a year
in this county. At least four birders in Clark County have
had at least one fly over their properties this year.

Barred Owl, photo by Wilson Cady

A pair of BARRED OWLS were calling at our place, a new
yard bird for me. I was able to photograph a male CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD at our feeders six miles east of
Washougal. This is a bird that breeds east of the Cascades
but shows up every year at our place in both the Spring
and Fall migration periods.

While taking a break from yard work, Susan and I were
surprised to have 3 AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS flyover at
tree top level, not a bird that we expected to add to our
yard list as we live on top of a 1,000’ ridge.
At Frenchman's Bar Regional Park, Ellen Jones spotted a
LAZULI BUNTING.

A SOLITARY SANDPIPER flew low over Jim Danzenbaker’s
house, only the second one for his yard in 16 years.

May 2, Another good bird for Clark County, a MOUNTAIN
BLUEBIRD was seen by Tyler McClure at Frenchman's Bar
Regional Park.

April 27, A male CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD also graced
Debbie Meader’s backyard in Camas, where she got an
excellent photo that she posted on the Vancouver Audu-

May 3, Cindy McCormack located a WESTERN WOOD PEWEE and GRAY FLYCATCHER at the Fort Vancouver NHS.

VAS Columbia Flyway
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(Afield, continued from page 7)

bird flying fairly high in circles about a 1/4 mile east of the
Battle Ground exit on I-5.

Gray Flycatchers are a Ponderosa Pine and desert-area
nesting species and rarely seen in Clark County.

May 11, A CLARK'S GREBE was spotted at Vancouver Lake
by Randy Hill, these large grebes closely resemble WestA SWAINSON’S HAWK was spotted by Lyn Topinka’s soar- ern Grebes but the black cap on the head does not extend
ing over her home after she studied images of these birds below the eye and the bill is yellowish orange unlike the
after reading about all of the other local sightings of this
Western Grebe’s greenish bill. This Is another species that
grassland species this spring.
nests in the east of the Cascades marshes.
A SWAINSON’S THRUSH calling
near Bob Flores home in the DeluthRidgefield neighborhood was one
day earlier than his previous early
arrival date.

On the lower area on Larch Mountain
Jim Danzenbaker saw 2 WILLOW FLYCATCHERS only one was seen and
had an obvious lack of eye ring, they
were also giving their diagnostic call
of fitz-bew.

May 4, An early morning visit to
Frenchman's Bar Regional Park by
Luke Hanes found a BLACK-NECKED
Bob Flores yielded another GRAY
STILT in a pond at the end of Lower
FLYCATCHER, 1 PACIFIC-SLOPED
River Road in the Vancouver Lake
FLYCATCHER, 24 WARBLING VIRElowlands, this is a lovely shorebird
OS, 2 BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK, 3
with bright red legs that is another
Calliope Hummingbird, photo by Wilson Cady
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLERS, 12
bird from the marshes of the interior
YELLOW WARBLERS, 23 YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS, 2 of Washington where even there it is scarce.
LINCOLN’S SPARROWS, 1 CHIPPING SPARROW, 1 BLACKMay 12, Les Carlson photographed a YELLOW-BREASTED
THROATED GRAY WARBLER, 1 NASHVILLE WARBLER, 24
CHAT at the Shillapoo Lake parking lot. These noisy but
WILSON’S WARBLERS, 8 BULLOCK’S ORIOLE and 4 WESTsecretive birds resemble giant Common Yellowthroats.
ERN TANAGERS.
They were formerly considered to be a warbler, but they
A lone AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN flew over our place
are now in a family of their own.
heading east, having two sightings at our place in a week’s
May 13, Eric and Tammy Bjorkman had a couple of LESSER
time was surprising.
GOLDFINCH at their house where sightings in their yard
May 7, a NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL was calling from
are few and far between since they stopped feeding birds
our woods late at night, they have nested here for about a few years back after a rodent issue.
forty years.
John Davis saw a NORTHERN GOSHAWK flyover his yard
May 8, a LARK SPARROW, a bird found in rocky areas of
in Stevenson this morning. Unfortunately his camera was
the eastside of the state, landed a few feet in front of Eric in the house. He described it as a large accipiter, light
Bjorkman while he was walking the Washougal Dike Trail. grayish below, long tail, wingbeat much more leisurely
than Cooper’s Hawk and more buteo like.
May 10, Diane Trainer reported a flock of 26 WHITEFACED IBIS at South Big Lake at the Ridgefield NWR. This May 15, A breeding plumage HORNED GREBE with its
is the lake on the other side of the road at the south end bright yellow horns visible Horned Grebe was reported by
of Rest Lake. This species nests at the Malhuer NWR in
K.C. Anderson at the Ridgefield NWR--River 'S' Unit.
southeast Oregon and other marshes in the desert south9 AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS flew over John Davis’s yard
west but are rare in Washington. This year they have been
in Stevenson, Skamania County.
reported from several locations in our state including
May 16, Two calling DUSKY FLYCATCHERS that apparently
some in the Puget Sound area, this influx is most likely
are on territory were found by Jim Danzenbaker in a clearrelated to the ongoing drought in the west. A single Ibis
cut in Dole Valley. This is a species normally found nesting
was seen a week later on the refuge and the others may
east of the Cascades but Ken Knittle and I found some on
still be in areas closed to the public.
territory near the same location in 2002. There has been
Randy Hill had a SWAINSON'S HAWK visible from his yard
other east of the mountains birds found nesting in this
and Jim Danzenbaker saw what was probably the same

(Continued on page 9)
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have been unable to purchase the 175 acres of vital land
adjacent to the refuge needed to make this restoration
the Southwest Washington economy. Local firms Rotschy, possible."
Inc. of Vancouver and LKE Corporation of Washougal will
"It is exciting to see the Steigerwald Reconnection Project
construct the project.
become a reality,” said Eric Anderson of the U.S. Fish and
“This is an extraordinary project - the largest salmon
Wildlife Service. “Partners have collaborated on this
recovery restoration project in the region that also solves project for nearly 7-years. The shared funding, time, and
multiple community needs,” said Debrah Marriott,
talents of our partners have moved this project from
Executive Director of the Estuary Partnership. “People
concept to construction. Upon completion this large scale
have a deep love for Steigerwald. We’ve had students and restoration project will provide healthy habitat to support
volunteers working at this site for nearly two decades –
native wildlife into the future. Additionally, the new trail
they love it! We love it! Our restoration team has worked system will create a user experience that invites visitors to
extensively with the community over the last several
reconnect and engage with the restored landscape."
years, to make this massive habitat restoration – flood
Dave Miller of the Columbia Gorge Refuge Stewards
management – recreation – student and volunteer shared, "As the refuge friends organization, the Refuge
economic stimulus – recreation project, their project. It
Stewards have been leading and coordinating restoration
shows the power of working together.”
and educational work at Steigerwald since 2006. This
David Ripp, The Port of Camas-Washougal Chief Executive project brings that work to a whole new level. Volunteers
Officer stated, “The Steigerwald Reconnection Project is a and visitors will have a unique opportunity to see up close
great project which covers a realm of economic and public the dramatic seasonal changes in water levels, plant
benefits from environmental, recreation and flood
communities, and wildlife that the refuge lands
protection. The Port of Camas-Washougal sees this project experienced before the Columbia dike and Gibbons Creek
as win-win for both the financial savings to the Port and
elevated channel were built."
the environmental improvements for the natural habitat
The project is funded by Bonneville Power Administration,
of Steigerwald.”
Washington State Department of Ecology’s Floodplains by
"I've worked in land conservation for over 20 years. And, Design Program, the National Fish and Wildlife
from start to finish, the depth of public support for this
Foundation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the One
effort has been truly remarkable," said Dan Bell, director
Tree Planted Foundation.
of Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust. "Over 1,600
More information can be found at www.refuge2020.info/
people from 23 states gave to our Preserve the Wonder
steigerwald-floodplain-restoration or
campaign, and without their support we wouldn't ever
www.estuarypartnership.org/steigerwald.
(Steigerwald, continued from page 1)

(Afield, continued from page 8)

general location including Rock Wrens on both Larch and
Silver Star Mountains. From Silver Star Mountain, one can
see the grasslands of eastern Washington and there are no
barriers to prevent birds from coming down the Gorge and
populating any suitable habitat.
May 17, A second SWAINSON'S HAWK flew over Jim Danzenbaker’s Battle Ground yard.
May 19, a lingering SANDHILL CRANE was see flying over
the Ridgefield NWR by Les Carlson.
The variety and number of birds that are normally found in
eastern Washington that were reported in our area during
this Spring migration was astounding. Before this year
there had been few Swainson’s Hawk sightings in Clark
County and never multiple birds at one time. Other dry
VAS Columbia Flyway

side of the state birds seen this Spring were Calliope Hummingbird, Black-necked Stilt, White-faced Ibis, Gray Flycatcher, Dusky Flycatcher, Say’s Phoebe, Western Kingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, Mountain Bluebird, Vesper Sparrow and Lark Sparrow. The only factor that I can think of
that could affect this wide range of species is the ongoing
and worsening drought conditions in most of the western
states, as the summer progresses and water levels continue to drop there may be more displaced birds dispersing
after the breeding season. So far this year 204 different
bird species have been reported from Clark County and
153 were reported from Skamania County. This summer
please continue to send me your sightings or post them in
eBird for use in this column and Cumulative County Year
List project. And please think about joining the discussions
on the Vancouver Audubon Afield Facebook site, where
we welcome your photos and
comments.
By Wilson Cady
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Bird ID Challenge
Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that can be a challenge to ID! If there are identifiable features in the photo, submit your photo
for our next challenge.
Uncertain about identification or if photo has enough info? Don’t hesitate to
send it in for discussion and review.
Of course, if you wish to share your good photos with your fellow VAS members, you are welcome to submit them for publishing. Send questions, comments, and submissions to Cindy at nwbirder@gmail.com.

This month’s challenge is another common breeding local bird,
but not the much more easily identifiable male. Can you put a
name to this bird? Identification and discussion will be in the
next newsletter.
Can you identify this bird?

May’s Bird ID Challenge Answer
Well, what do we have here? This sure is an odd, but
interesting bird!
So let’s start with the basics. What sort of habitat is
this bird using?
We have a rock (basalt) wall with lots of colorful lichens. But what is under the bird? Looks like pellets
of dirt lined up in an upwards-facing arc. Note the
upper right part of the photo—an area of more
brown pellets. Why would this bird be putting dirt pellets
(actually dried mud) on a rock wall? It’s building a nest!
We can already identify this bird from this alone! Multiple
mud-droplet nests on a rock wall can tell us which bird this
will be, but let’s pretend we haven’t seen nest-building
yet.
Something’s weird here, but let’s ignore the white parts
for now, since I can’t think of a white-headed bird in our
area (other than a Bald Eagle,
Osprey, or gull, and this is definitely NOT any of those!). Look
Rump
at the shape—a very long, pointed wing really sticks out. Those
primaries are amazing! You can
barely make out the short legs. Undertail coverts
Overall, a rather slender bird
with very long and very pointed
wings perched horizontally on a
Primaries
rock. This would put us into a
group of birds that specialize in fast, maneuverable open
flight—aerialists. Swifts and swallows specialize in capturing and eating insects during flight. Since this bird is
VAS Columbia Flyway

perched horizontally, we can rule out a swift (in the rare
instance of finding a swift NOT in the air, it will be in a vertical position near a nest or roost site (like the inside of a
chimney). So, that leaves us with a swallow. What species?
Now, ignoring the white, let’s look at other markings. This
is a rather fuzzy picture, but there are a few characteristics
that stick out when you look closely.
•

The rump contrasts with the
wings, back and tail. It appears to be
a more buffy-cinnamon color.

Collar
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•

The undertail coverts have
dark, smudgy centers.
•
Chin

The chin is an incredibly rich
brick-red color.
•

The breast and sides have buffy
coloration, which continues up over
the neck, like a collar.
(Continued on page 11)

June 2020

So what’s going on with the white? This isn’t normal. This
swallow has partial leucism. Leucism is an abnormality in
Only two of our swallows have smudgy centers to the un- the deposition of pigment in the feathers when they grow
dertail coverts, female or immature Purple Martins and
in. A fully leucistic bird would be paler over all feathers
Cliff Swallows. Both also have a contrasting collar. Howev- (basically look like someone bleached the entire bird). But
er, the rump, chin, breast, more petite look, nest type, and a partially leucistic bird can have random patches of white
the habitat all help us identify this as a CLIFF SWALLOW.
or individual groups of feather tracts that are paler than
normal, even white.
CLIFF SWALLOWS make mud-droplet nests in a colony,
right on vertical rock walls. Purple Martins, Tree Swallows, Just a fun note—I didn’t notice the leucistic bird on the
and Violet-green Swallows are all cavity-nesting birds.
wall when I kayaked by this colony of Cliff Swallows—I saw
Barn Swallows do make mud-droplet nests (although in a it AFTER I reviewed my photos!
different shape), but they are not colonial nesters. They
also do not have a pale rump, collar, or smudgy-centered See if you can locate this bird in the original photo of a
Cliff Swallow nesting colony (in various stages of nest
undertail coverts. Bank Swallows and Northern Roughbuilding).
winged Swallows nest in burrows (especially in exposed
By Cindy McCormack
river banks).
(Bird ID Challenge, continued from page 10)

Vancouver Audubon
is on Facebook!
Follow our page @VancouverAudubon to
get up-to-date announcements, news, and
events from Vancouver Audubon! We also added a group
page—you can find the group by just selecting the button
“Visit Group” under our page banner. Join the group to
share your nature photos and experiences, or to even get
ID help!
VAS Columbia Flyway
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INJURED WILDLIFE: WHAT TO DO?
Injured Wildlife Hotline:
503-292-0304

NWR Updates
Ridgefield NWR

The nearest wildlife care and rehabilitation center is operated by Portland
Audubon. Here are some general guidelines
There is no public access to bathrooms, informational kiosks, parkfrom their Wildlife Care Center:
ing lots, trails and the viewing blind due to the inability to uphold
1. Prioritize your safety
necessary social distancing guidelines during the pandemic. The
2. Safely contain the animal
Refuge is fee free at this time.
3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take
Gate Time Current gates times for the Auto Tour Route are 6:00 AM - 8:30 PM. it to the Wildlife Care Center
Note that gates close automatically. Vehicles must exit before gate • Do not handle the animal any more than necescloses and there is no entry before or after hours. Please expect
sary to contain it – this is for your protection as
increased traffic and long waiting times to navigate around the tour
well as for the animal’s well being. Wild animals
and plan accordingly.
are terrified of humans. They may fight back, try to
flee, or freeze. Many people mistake the “freeze”
Information current as of publication. Check the alerts on the website for current information.
behavior for tolerance or enjoyment of contact,
when in reality it is a fear response. Limiting conSteigerwald Lake NWR
tact will reduce stress on the animal.
Auto Tour Route on the River “S” Unit is open to vehicle traffic
ONLY. No bikes or pedestrian access at this time.

Public use facilities (trails, parking lots, and restrooms) and access
to those facilities at Steigerwald Lake NWR are not available to
the public due to health concerns and in support of national and
local efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19. Also see article, PG 1.

(From the Board, continued from page 3)

Opera. If you haven’t watched it yet, I recommend it—it’s
so much fun!
On another note, many of our members donated to our
chapter for the Audubon Adventures program so we could
support this elementary school environmental education
through National Audubon to purchase kits for classrooms
grades 3-5. Since schools are closed, National Audubon has
put this program on hold and even plan to offer it free online
in the fall if schools do not open by that time. We have
reserved your generous donations for future classrooms kits,
but we do not know when teachers will be ready for them or
can even allocate their precious time to the program. If you
would prefer a refund of your donation, please feel free to
contact our treasurer, Joan Durgin at jdurgin1@hotmail.com
or (360) 513-3986, and she will gladly send you a refund
check.
This has been a challenging time and I hope we will be able to
continue to work together to get through and ahead of the
peak of the curve! Thank you and good (socially-distant)
birding!

•

Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet
space. Keep them away from children and pets.

•

Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on
low under half their enclosure, or a sock filled with
dry rice and microwaved for 2-3 minutes.

•
•

Do not feed the animal.

Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many
wild animals do not drink standing water, and
attempting to help them drink can result in pneumonia. In addition, if an animal spills its water and
gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in doubt,
it is better not to leave water.
Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon
as you can. If you can’t bring it to the center during our
open hours, or you believe the animal is in critical condition and needs immediate attention after hours, the
Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with the 24 hour
Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281.
If you are unable to transport to the care center, try
calling Arden 360-892-8872. If he is available to
transport a bird, you will be asked to donate a gas
mileage compensation and a small donation for the
Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick
up.
The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients
and operates its Injured Wildlife Hotline from 9 a.m. –
5 p.m., 365 days a year.

Cindy McCormack, VAS editor
VAS Columbia Flyway
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Upcoming Events

May 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

24/31

25

26
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30
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17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

June 2020
Sun

Board Mtg

June 30th: Board Meeting

No group trips or events
will be scheduled until
COVID-19 social restrictions are removed.
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