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Captivity with Birds

Bird Gaming (The good kind)

By Cindy McCormack

While it is very important to follow the social distancing and stay-athome orders, this may be a very difficult time for
birders, especially since it is during
spring migration! Bird festivals, travel
trips and tours, local field trips, programs, and meetings are canceled. We
can’t carpool or share a spotting scope,
and many parks have closed. No volunteering allowed at the refuges
(Worried about the Purple Martin arrays, we aren’t allowed to get them up
and they will be arriving soon!). I unfortunately don’t even have a yard to
spend some time outside gardening.
Ugh! At least I can still go for a walk alone.

By Tom McGirk

This past holiday season, I was
one of the few lucky ones to track down “Wingspan”
as a gift for my bird nerd wife. Since its publication by
Stonemaier Games in early 2019, this
“engine building” board game has been
flying off store shelves. Not surprisingly,
Wingspan won the 2019 “Spiel des
Jahres” award (essentially the Oscars of
board games).

An engine building game essentially involves collecting various parts in an
effort to establish a rewarding and efficient system. Monopoly is a classic example of this. However, instead of dealing with money, hotels, and capitalism;
Wingspan has birds, food resources, eggs, and bird
So, I’ve been looking for activities to keep a connec- habitats at its core. In addition, the standard edition
tion to nature while staying at home. Here are a few includes numerous cards depicting North American
ideas I thought I would share:
birds with information pertaining to point value, diet,
Wingspan (1-5players). (See article) This game is fab- type of nest, “powers”, egg limits, etc.
ulous! The artwork is gorgeous and has amazing
While it did take a couple of rounds to develop a
attention to detail. The game is fairly easy to learn
good grasp of the rules and game play, the visual
and quite addictive.
qualities alone detracted from any sense of labor or
(Continued on page 3)

(Continued on page 3)

Programs, Meetings, Field Trips, and Bird Walks
We are sorry to announce that upcoming events have been canceled due to COVID-19 restrictions and recommendations in our region.
Due to restrictions on public gatherings at the time of publication and likelihood of continued restrictions, all other social and group events have been postponed.
When restrictions are lifted, we will be post updates on the website and on the Vancouver Audubon Facebook site.
Of course, newsletters will continue on the regular schedule.
Please submit your photos, ideas and innovations for enduring (and maybe even enjoying) the social isolation!
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(Continued from page 1)

(Wingspan, continued from page 1)

On-line games: Bird Academy Play Lab https://
academy.allaboutbirds.org/learning-games/
#_ga=2.49396326.1777900769.1584978132383349236.1584978132

frustration
during
the learning phase.
From the gorgeous
depictions of all the
birds, to the individual
playing boards with representations of forest, savannah, and
wetland habitats, Wingspan is the
most
aesthetically pleasing game I’ve
ever played.
Even the dice, eggs, and food tokens are a
pleasure to see and touch. Not to mention the dice
roller which looks like a birdhouse.

Catch up on that reading list. So many great books
to read!
Sort through all those photos! Name and sort the
ones you want to keep and delete the rest. Now,
that will likely take a while, but what a great way to
remember your last eco-tour or family trip!

Feeder or nest cams:
Cornell Lab has a
fabulous fruit feeder
camera streaming
live 24/7 from Panama! It’s a treat! I like
setting the TV to
stream the feeder
while I’m working on
other projects. I’m
even considering keeping track of the species I see
on this one. I’ve also enjoyed the one they have in
Sapsucker Woods. There are some other great live
feeder cams in other regions; the European ones
are fun, so be sure to check them out. Just search
“live feeder cameras” on YouTube.

Needless to say, I highly recommend this game, particularly as we cope with travel restrictions and shelter in place advisories. Fortunately, supplies of the
game appear to have caught up with demand as of
this writing. So while you may not be able to buy toilet paper (I don’t think I’ll ever understand that), you
should have better luck tracking down this wonderful
addition to your collection.
Happy “bird gaming”!

Take an on-line class. The Vancouver library is
offering language courses on-line (in addition to
others). Cornell Lab of Ornithology has some great
offerings for learning more about birds.
Learn to eBird! https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/
product/ebird-essentials/
Other Community Science learning opportunities:
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
https://ebird.org/home
For more, check out this article: https://
www.allaboutbirds.org/news/how-to-make-thesenext-few-weeks-a-little-easier-courtesy-of-birds/
Stay healthy!
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VAS Board Election Candidates
Election will be held at the May meeting

President

Treasurer

Sam Neuffer

Joan Durgin

My name is Sam Neuffer and I have been
serving as your Vice-president and Education outreach chair since 2017! In that
time, I have partnered with various groups
to educate the public about birds! I have
revived the Audubon Adventures program, taught a birding class, worked with
the Vancouver Water Resources Center
on outreach, attended/helped plan the statewide Washington
Audubon Meeting and more. As president, I plan to continue
these programs as well as coordinate with board members to
continue serving the southwest Washington Audubon community. I am grateful to all of our members, and am excited to work
with all of you should you elect me to this position!

For 35 years my professional life was a
CPA. I audited governmental organizations and non-profits for ten years then
served as an Accounting Supervisor
and promoted to Finance Director/
Treasurer for the City of Camas serving
20 years until retiring several years
ago. In my spare time I volunteered as
treasurer for the Vancouver Audubon for 10 years, then in
2016 I stepped aside for 2 years until I was re-elected in
2018. I am willing to serve another term as treasurer, will
strive to retain our sound financial condition and will continue good accounting practices supported with well documented transactions.

Secretary

Vice President

Craig Wallace

No candidate
I have a B.S. degree in Fisheries Management
from Utah State University. I currently repair
hydraulic accumulators off of Navy submarines, but am trying to retire soon. My hobbies include wildlife photography and bird
watching. I am looking forward to serving on
the board!

Interested in participating on the board? The Vice President
position is a great way to learn the ropes! Please contact one of
the current board members if you are interested in volunteering!

Welcome Don Rose, your new Program Chair!
We want to thank Don Rose for volunteering to serve as the VAS Grants Pass in southern Oregon and in the glacier sculpted landProgram Chair! We look forward to all the future programs he
scape of Okanagon County in north central Washington.
arranges.
In 2001, I married my second wife and my two children, Trinity
and Ben, soon followed. I followed my wife to Vancouver,
I am honored to serve as Program Chair for the Vancouver
Audubon Society. I have been an amateur birder ever since tak- Washington and changed jobs to work for Bonneville Power
Administration. My job entailed writing environmental impact
ing a bird identification class from a wildlife biologist I worked
statements for new proposed transmission lines in the Columbia
with on my first job in the U.S. Forest Service in Glide, OR in
River basin. After three years, I became a manager in the Envi1983. I served as a Forester, Silviculturist, District Ranger,
ronmental Planning division in charge of providing environmenNursery Manager, and Forest Health Specialist in my 19 years
tal compliance for most aspects of the extremely large Fish and
working for the Forest Service. During this time, I developed a
Wildlife program scattered throughout the Columbia River balove for all things natural, learning the native plants, animals,
sin. I retired from my job in 2016 and live with my partner of 12
years, Danielle, in the Evergreen Highlands neighborhood. For
fungi, and birds of the forest and the complex net of interacthe past 3 years, I have been leading weekday hikes for the Siertions between them that allow them to survive. I lived and
ra Club, reporting on the birds in my backyard for Feeder Watch,
worked near the North Umpqua River, Diamond Lake, and
and traveling whenever possible.
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Gretchen Starke 360-892-8617
gstarke@pacifier.com

VAS Conservation

Susan Saul 360-892-5643
susan103saul@gmail.com

2020 Legislative Session Environmental Priorities Report
Climate Pollution Limits – passed. It requires state
agencies to set a goal of net-zero
carbon emissions by the year 2050
and includes other emissions reduction targets.

close to fully funding today’s needs.
Suction Dredge Mining – passed. It
will ban the harmful practice of motorized suction dredge mining in
stream segments designated as critical salmon habitat.

Clean Fuel Standard – stalled in
the Senate Transportation Committee.

Plastic Bag Ban – passed. It eliminates
carry-home plastic bags at all retail
Sustainable Farms and Fields –
establishments and includes a passpassed. It helps farmers access
through charge to motivate people to
funding to voluntarily adopt more efficient and effec- bring their own reusable bags and help cover the
tive emissions reduction and sequestration practices stores’ cost of more expensive paper bags.
aimed at increasing the quantity of carbon stored in Buy Clean, Buy Fair – did not pass. It would have dithe land.
rected state agencies to consider suppliers’ greenZero Emissions Vehicles – passed. It requires automakers to make more electric or other zeroemission vehicles available for sale in Washington.

house gas emissions and labor standards when purchasing structural materials for publicly-funded infrastructure projects.

Smart Solar Siting – passed. The Supplemental Budget
includes $500K to fund a least-conflict solar siting
project at Washington State University’s Energy Program.

Healthy Habitat-Healthy Orcas – did not pass. It
would have established new standards for land use,
development, and environmental laws, replacing “no
net loss” with “net ecological gain.” Instead, the Legislature appropriated $256,000 in funding to explore
Fully Funding WDFW – passed. Washington Departhow to implement the principle of “net ecological
ment of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will get $27M to
fund WDFWs core services through June 2021. It also gain.”
allocates significant resources for new work. This is
By Susan Saul

Website News
VAS has a new website! While it is still a work in progress, we would love to
hear from you what you would like to see or find on the site.
Our new site has an SSL certificate for security and will soon have a payment
portal for memberships and donations.
We will also be adding a blog section, so you will be able to subscribe for updates, announcements, and current news. This will be especially helpful for
those that don’t use the social media platforms.
Contact Cindy at nwbirder@gmail.com with comments, questions or suggestions.
Having trouble viewing the new site? Try refreshing your browser.
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gorgebirds@juno.com

Wilson Cady’s Afield

(360)835-5947

Feb 20, Bob Flores spotted a male EURASIAN WIGEON in
the Crane’s Landing fields, across the road from Frenchman’s Bar Park.

March 1, 7 HORNED LARKS were seen at Steigerwald Lake
NWR on a Washington Ornithological Society field trip led
by Jim Danzenbaker and Randy Hill.

Feb. 21, a SAY'S PHOEBE was found by Ken Pitts at Steigerwald Lake NWR, this is the earliest member of the flycatcher family to return to the state. They nest east of the
Cascades and hunt over open grasslands. During migration
we get several of these lovely birds reported from open
areas at Steigerwald, Ridgefield and in the Vancouver Lake
lowlands.

March 5, while birding Skamania County, a CANVASBACK
was found on Rock Creek Mill Pond in Stevenson by Cindy
McCormack, Les Carlson, Jim Danzenbaker and Randy Hill.
They also had the continuing PACIFIC LOON at the Little
White Salmon Fish Hatchery, a GOLDEN EAGLE at Bonneville Dam and a CANYON WREN at Beacon Rock State
Park.

Feb. 26, the second WHITEHEADED WOODPECKER ever reported in Clark County was photographed in the Cascade Park of
Carlos Rodriguez. They are a bird
that nests in mixed pine and aspen forests with the nearest
nesting ones that I know of being
in Klickitat County. Carlos has
posted the photos on the Vancouver Audubon Afield Facebook site.

Pacific Loon at Drano Lake photo by C. McCormack

March 6, Jim Danzenbaker
spotted a very early YELLOWHEADED BLACKBIRD at Frenchman's Bar Regional Park. These
are birds that nest in colonies in
cattail marshes east of the Cascades in Washington except in
Clark County where you can find
them at the Ridgefield NWR River
“S” Unit or at Shillapoo Lake.

March 6, a COMMON YELLOWTHROAT seen by Randy Hill
at the Ridgefield NWR River “S” Unit, this was about two
weeks before their average return date.

Feb 26, The first Clark County RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD
was reported by Jim Danzenbaker in his Battle Ground
Yard.
Feb. 27, Cindy McCormack, Les Carlson, Randy Hill and I
birded the Columbia Gorge finding WILD TURKEY, PACIFIC
LOON, PEREGRINE FALCON, dozens of LEWIS’S WOODPECKERS and ACORN WOODPECKERS in two different locations.

March 6, a wintering SWAMP SPARROW, a bird that
breeds on the east coast, was seen by Ryan Shaw along
the Auto Tour Route on the Ridgefield NWR-River “S” Unit.
March 6, Dave Baker spotted the first Clark County CLIFF
SWALLOW on the Ridgefield NWR-Carty Unit, this was
about a month early for this species.

Feb. 28, The first RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD in Vancouver
was at Bill and Marilyn Feddeler’s feeder in Salmon Creek. March 8, 7 AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS were seen on the
Ridgefield NWR by Craig Miller and Pat Snyder.
Feb 29, Camas’s first RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD report
came from Carol Kohler.
March 11, a NORTHERN PYGMY-OWL was calling from the
trees at the edge of our woods.
March 1, Russell Koppendrayer and Becky Kent spotted 2
juvenile GOLDEN EAGLES at Drano Lake in Skamania Coun- March 13, the Ridgefield NWR River “S” SWAMP SPARty.
ROW was seen again by Jim Danzenbaker who also found
a COMMON YELLOWTHROAT there, they are among the
March 1, the first BAND-TAILED PIGEON of the year for
earliest returning warblers but this was about three weeks
our place arrived, soon there will be dozens visiting our
early and might have been a wintering bird.
feeders.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Afield, continued from page 6)

March 14, the SORA is a migratory rail that usually returns in the
first week of April making the one found by Gregory & Tina Johnson at the Ridgefield NWR--River “S” Unit several weeks early.

Upcoming Bird/Nature Festivals and Events
Othello Sandhill Crane Festival

Karen Pickering located a MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD near the Highway 14 parking lot at the Steigerwald Lake NWR, another east of
the Cascades species.

Mar 20-22, 2020
https://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/

March 16, REDHEADS, like Canvasbacks, nest in marshy lakes and
ponds east of the Cascades and are scarce in Skamania County,
so one at the Rock Creek Mill Pond found by Mark and Lee Crawford was notable.

Wings over Water

March 16, Amit Gordon spotted an OSPREY at the Steigerwald
Lake NWR, this bird was here on it’s average return date.

Northwest Birding Festival
March 20-22, 2020
https://
www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/

Olympic BirdFest
March 17, The second LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE ever seen in Skamania County was photographed by Jared Strawderman along the
trails around the Doetsch Unit of Beacon Rock State Park. This is
the open field area south of Highway 14. The photos are on the
Vancouver Audubon Afield Facebook site.
March 18, another MOUNTAIN
BLUEBIRD was reported, this one by
Jim Danzenbaker from lower Larch
Mountain.

April 16-21, 2020
https://olympicbirdfest.org/

Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival
April 24-26, 2020
http://shorebirdfestival.com/

Yakima River Canyon Bird Fest
May 8-10, 2020

The SIBERIAN ACCENTOR in the
https://www.ycic.org/yakima-river-canyon-bird
Woodland Bottoms continued
-fest
through the reporting period.
You probably noticed how many of
Leavenworth Spring Birdfest
the migrants that have been found
May 14-17, 2020
so far are actually heading for east
of
the
mountains
presumably
https://wenatcheeriverinstitute.org/bird-fest
Loggerhead Shrike
through the Columbia River Gorge,
Photo by Jared Strawderman
that near sea level passage through
Wenas Audubon Campout
the Cascade Mountains which provides us with a chance to see
May 22-25, 2020
species rarely seen in western Washington on a yearly basis.
https://wenasaudubon.org/
Many of the birds seem to be arriving a little early this year too.
From now through the end of May, we will be getting different
migrant species arriving on a nearly daily basis. Please record
Puget Sound Bird Fest in Edmonds
their arrival dates for this column and the 2020 Cumulative Year
Sept 11-13, 2020
List, for which for Clark County is at 156 species reported so far
http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.com/
and in Skamania County it is at 113. Birding or watching your
feeders is an excellent way to enjoy the outdoors while maintaining social distancing, if you wish to discuss birds or share your
Wings Over Willapa Festival
sightings and photographs, the Vancouver Audubon Afield FaceSept 24-27, 2020
book site is available.

By Wilson Cady
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Joint Vancouver Audubon/WA Ornithological Society
2/28-3/1 Field Trip Report
What has for several years been a Clark County WOS
Weekend in late-February to mid-March, this year became
a joint venture to accommodate both groups. SW Washington specialties and later-winter visitors were the target
groups. While units of Ridgefield NWR are typically among
the areas covered, weekday bridge construction associated closures with resulting heavy weekend visitation sent
us in a different direction.

and Vancouver Lake Park. The next segment from Frenchman’s Bar Park to the end of Lower River Road was quite
productive with 62 species in just over an hour, with the
Snowy Egret showing itself to all. We
headed back to Frenchman’s Bar for lunch
under cover at 1pm as the rain and wind
were becoming an issue. A quick stop just
upstream from the I-5 bridge was brief and
wet, so we dashed for cover at the Water
Friday afternoon was the traditional loop around the
Resources Education Center where we
Woodland Bottoms, a stop “on the way” for most WOS
watched feeders from inside where it was
members traveling down from the Puget Sound area for
dry and warm. Wintler Park finished our
Saturday’s trip. This year the ‘Siberian Accentor phenomewaterfowl quest for the day, and a last
non’ added an element. While there was no intent to just
stop at Fort Vancouver produced a second Great Horned
sit and wait for the bird to show up, everyone in attendOwl nest and family. The day ended before 5pm with
ance learned which tree on Stenerson Road tree to watch,
more than 80 species, including 23 species of waterfowl.
plus had a sideshow of Sandhill Cranes, Rough-legged
Hawks and other flyovers and visitors to the Stenerson
With a forecast of no rain but fog an issue at most sites
Road site. The trip around Dike Road with several river
until at least mid-morning, Sunday morning we headed
viewing stops, Kunnis, Whalen and N. Caples Roads proupstream. A visit to Washougal Waterfront Park produced
duced most of the expected waterfowl, waders, raptors,
a Red-throated Loon as the fog cleared, and we continued
and many passerines. After a return visit to the accentor on to Steigerwald NWR. The day was pleasant and the
site most of the group parked at the end of Guild Road as long walk around Redtail Lake to the dike trail east gate
the sky darkened, and while a distant Short-eared Owl was and west to the old barn was productive. While we didn’t
glimpsed by a few, the darkness caused by rain clouds
find any early “eastside” species as hoped for, a third
ended our day. A total of 68 species recorded for the
Great Horned Owl on nest, several Western Meadowlarks,
afternoon.
and a flyover flock of Horned Larks added to the weekend
totals, with 72 species during the morning.
Saturday’s trip around the Vancouver Lowlands faced intermittent showers during the morning. We visited Salm- This weekend of birding was greatly enhanced with the
on Creek, Burnt Bridge Creek, Fruit Valley Park and WTP,
help of co-leaders Russ Koppendrayer, Cindy McCormack,
and Vancouver Lake from LaFrambois Road, the lake on
and Jim Danzenbaker. All 3 days have ebird reports subPort of Vancouver just beyond Centennial Business Park,
mitted by Cindy and Jim.

By Randy Hill

Gone Green with the VAS Newsletter!
VAS has transitioned to an all-digital newsletter format this fall. To continue receiving a VAS newsletter, be
sure we have your correct email address. An e-newsletter saves paper, printing and mailing costs. Since our
printed edition numbers had fallen so low, the publisher would no longer set the press for them. Digitally,
you can enjoy the newsletter in full color and easily follow hyperlinks!
E-mail George at gomayf@comcast.net to have the PDF version of The Columbia Flyway sent to you. PDF
version also available on the website:
vancouveraudubon.org
VAS Columbia Flyway
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Bird ID Challenge
Let’s make use of those partial or poor photos or just birds that can be a challenge to ID! If there are identifiable features in the
photo, submit your photo for our next challenge.
Uncertain about identification or if photo has enough info? Don’t hesitate to send it in for discussion and review.
Of course, if you wish to share your good photos with your fellow VAS members, you are welcome to submit them for publishing.
Send questions, comments, and submissions to Cindy at nwbirder@gmail.com.

This month’s challenge is a common
local bird. However, you don’t get to
see much! Can you put a name to this
foot? Identification and discussion will
be in next month’s newsletter.
Can you identify this bird?

March’s Bird ID Challenge Answer
What have we here? Looks like a mess of browns and
grays! So, let’s start with habitat. Looking closely, you can
see two birds walking across mussel and barnacleencrusted rocks. We are on
the coast!
So, we need to consider the
types of birds that might forage on the tidal zone rocks
on our coastline.

Bird #2

Birds that come to mind for
this area would be gulls, herons, and shorebirds. I think
we can fairly easily eliminate
gulls and herons here. These
birds are much too small for
either of those (compare with the barnacle sizes).

legs (Black Turnstone has blackish legs, Black Oystercatcher has pinkish legs). A Ruddy Turnstone will have a dull
brown back during the winter and have orange legs. The
mystery bird is frankly too
stocky for either turnstone
species as well.

Bird #1

What about Wandering
Tattler? They do have plain
gray backs and yellow legs,
but they appear more slender, longer-winged, and longer-necked, and definitely
have longer, more slender
legs that this bird. If we could
see it move, you could also
note the lack of “bobbing” common in tattlers.

So that leaves us with shorebirds on the rocks. I like to call The only other plain gray-backed “rock-piper” we have
them “rock-pipers”. Our coastal rocky shorelines are very would be a Surfbird. Does this fit? Stocky bird, short, stout
yellow legs, solid gray back and head, and we can even see
attractive to these types of birds for winter foraging.
a peek-a-boo view of white at the rump/tail base with a
Typical “rock-pipers” on our coast would include Black
dark band at the end of the tail. Yep, it’s a Surfbird. The
Oystercatcher, Black Turnstone, Surfbird, and Wandering leg length and thickness with that solid gray back will get
Tattler. Occasionally you can find other species such as
you to that ID without even seeing the head!
Ruddy Turnstone and Rock Sandpiper.
Bird #2: Now, let’s tackle the identification of the bird on
Bird #1: So, let’s start with the bird on the right. Hmm. We the left. What do we have here? It appears to be about
can’t see the bill or face! So what do we have to work
half the mass of the nearby Surfbird. The long, thin bill is
with? A rather plain, medium-gray backed bird with dark more like the stereotypical shorebird. The bill appears to
primaries. It seems a bit chunky and has short, relatively
have a slight droop and is obviously yellow at the base. It
thick yellow legs. We can immediately eliminate Black Oys- has a plain gray head and beautifully spotted breast and
tercatcher and Black Turnstone. They both are a deep,
(Continued on page 10)
black or blackish-brown on the back. Neither have yellow
VAS Columbia Flyway
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(Continued from page 9)

•

Long-tailed (wings are resting short of the end of the
tail on this bird)

flanks. The back has a wonderful pattern—not plain at all.
There are short yellow legs, but not as stout as the
Surfbird. This bird also has an indistinct supercilium (the
white in the face near the eye).

•

Obviously smaller than Surfbird

•

Patterned back

•

Slightly decurved bill with a yellow base

Well, we can easily rule out Wandering Tattler, Black Oystercatcher and Black Turnstone with that patterned back.
Both turnstones and Surfbirds have short bills, not the typical long slender bill of most shorebirds. Tattlers do have a
long bill, but relatively longer, straighter, and stouter than
the shape of this bird’s. It is also solid black—no yellow
like this bird’s bill.

Yep, that fits! *

So eliminating our other choices for “rock-pipers,” does it
fit the remaining species, the Rock Sandpiper?
•

This Rock Sandpiper was foraging regularly with the
Surfbirds and Black Turnstones at Seaside, OR last winter.
* Purple Sandpiper, an east coast “rock-piper” is very similar and
can be quite difficult to separate from Rock Sandpiper. Purple
Sandpipers tend to be a bit more orange at the bill base and
legs. Rock Sandpipers tend to have more distinctly spotted breast
and flanks and more often have the white area in front of the
eye.

By Cindy McCormack

Short, yellow legs

Rock Sandpiper (left) and Surfbirds (center and right), Seaside, OR 12/2018

Vancouver Audubon
is on Facebook!
Follow our page @VancouverAudubon to
get up-to-date announcements, news, and
events from Vancouver Audubon! We also added a group
page—you can find the group by just selecting the button
“Visit Group” under our page banner. Join the group to
share your nature photos and experiences, or to even get
ID help!
VAS Columbia Flyway
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INJURED WILDLIFE: WHAT TO DO?
Injured Wildlife Hotline:
503-292-0304

NWR Updates
Ridgefield NWR “S” Unit
Public access improvement: River “S” Bridge Replacement
The River S Unit/Auto Tour will be closed to ALL ACCESS during the following windows to demobilize construction equipment:
•

March 23rd - 27th (M-F)

•

March 30th and 31st (M/T)

The nearest wildlife care and rehabilitation center is operated by Portland
Audubon. Here are some general guidelines
from their Wildlife Care Center:
1. Prioritize your safety
2. Safely contain the animal
3. Keep the animal calm and secure until you can take
it to the Wildlife Care Center

•

Do not handle the animal any more than necessary to contain it – this is for your protection as
well as for the animal’s well being. Wild animals
are terrified of humans. They may fight back, try to
flee, or freeze. Many people mistake the “freeze”
behavior for tolerance or enjoyment of contact,
when in reality it is a fear response. Limiting contact will reduce stress on the animal.

•

Keep the animal in a warm, dark, and quiet
space. Keep them away from children and pets.

•

Many animals benefit from a heating pad set on
low under half their enclosure, or a sock filled with
dry rice and microwaved for 2-3 minutes.

•
•

Do not feed the animal.

Outside of these closures the River S Unit/Auto Tour Route
continues to be open 7 days a week, sunrise to sunset. Automatic gate times are posted at the entrance and on the Plan
Your Visit Page.
Gates close at posted hours and do not reopen again until
the morning, so plan your visit accordingly. There is no pedestrian access after the gates close to limit disturbance to
wildlife.
The Carty Unit remains open during these closures.

Volunteer Opportunities

Be cautious when choosing to leave water. Many
wild animals do not drink standing water, and
attempting to help them drink can result in pneuSpring 2020 Klickitat County North American
monia. In addition, if an animal spills its water and
Migration Count
gets wet, it could get cold and may die. If in doubt,
Save the date! Saturday, May 9th
it is better not to leave water.
Take part in a long-running migration count in Klickitat County. For Bring the animal to the Wildlife Care Center as soon
a history of the Spring results, visit: http://birdingwashington.info/ as you can. If you can’t bring it to the center during our
Klickitat/SpringNAMC.htm
open hours, or you believe the animal is in critical conSpring 2019 (last year) results: http://birdingwashington.info/
dition and needs immediate attention after hours, the
Klickitat/Spring2019
Wildlife Care Center has a partnership with the 24 hour
Emergency Veterinary Hospital Dove Lewis. To get in
Contact Bob Hansen if you are interested:
touch with them, call (503) 228-7281.
bobhansen@gorge.net
If you are unable to transport to the care center, try
calling Arden 360-892-8872. If he is available to
Purple Martin Band Reading
transport a bird, you will be asked to donate a gas
Our Purple Martins scouts should start mileage compensation and a small donation for the
arriving in late March and early April! Care Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick
Do you have a spotting scope and some up.
patience? We could use help reading
The Wildlife Care Center admits native wild patients
the leg bands on returning birds. Con- and operates its Injured Wildlife Hotline from 9 a.m. –
tact Randy Hill or Cindy McCormack if
5 p.m., 365 days a year.
you are interested or have questions.
VAS Columbia Flyway
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Upcoming Events

March 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

29

30

31

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

Canceled
Board Mtg

April 2020
Sun

5

6

7
Meeting & Program
Canceled

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Board Meeting

Mar. 28th: Field Trip, Columbia Gorge Canceled
Mar. 31st: Board Meeting Canceled
Apr. 1st: Bird Walk Canceled
Apr. 7th: Monthly Program and Meeting Canceled
Apr. 28th: Board Meeting hosted by Bonnie Bingle
No group trips will be scheduled until COVID-19 social restrictions are removed.
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A big THANK YOU to Vancouver’s Backyard Bird
Shop for their donations and support!

8101 NE Parkway
Vancouver, WA 98662
(360) 253-5771

THE COLUMBIA FLYWAY is the monthly newsletter of the Vancouver Audubon Society, a chapter of the National Audubon Society.
Publication deadline is the 20th of the preceding month unless otherwise posted.
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