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***Tuesday, May 1 , 7:00 PM: Vancouver Audubon Society’s General Meeting at the
Genealogy Society at 717 Grand Boulevard (Grand & Evergreen) in Vancouver, WA
Tuesday, Apr. 24, 6:30 PM: VAS Board Meeting hosted by Eric & Tammy
Bjorkman, 4110 NE 54th Ave., Vancouver 360-695-3116
Tuesday, May 29 , 6:30 PM: VAS Board Meeting hosted by Arden & Sherry
Hagen's, 2203 SE 135th Ave., Vancouver 360-892-8872
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PROGRAM:

FIELD TRIP: Conboy NWR

RISE OF THE BIRDS:

Leader: Cindy McCormack
When: May 19, Saturday
Time: 7:15 AM
Meet at: Camas/Washougal Marina

200 MILLION YEARS OF AVIAN EVOLUTION
Speaker: Ivan Phillipsen
Naturalist Ivan Phillipsen is Adult Programs
Coordinator for Audubon Society of Portland and
leads several worldwide field trips and nature
tours. He obtained a Ph.D. in Zoology from
Oregon State U; He has many teaching roles. Ivan
studies Evolutionary Biology,
Paleontology, Macro evolution, & Genetics. Yet he is
very "downto earth." In this program he will discuss
the origin of flight, forces of evolution, &natural selection as he explains the evolution of bird species. This is a rare opportunity to stretch your mind
around time and evolution.

Parking Lot
Questions? Please contact Cindy at

nwbirder@gmail.com (509) 939-4448
Conboy Lake National Wildlife Refuge,
established in 1964, occupies over 6,500 acres of
meadows, marshes, and woodlands in a high basin
south of Glenwood. This all-day trip will give us time
to explore portions of Conboy
NWR, looking for spring arrivals, migrants, and some
of the eastern specialties. We will enjoy the birds of
the variety of habitats that the refuge has to offer.
Plan on some easy hiking, and please dress for the
weather, bring a lunch/snacks and plenty of water.
We will carpool.
Do not forget to pay your driver for gas.

ANNUAL Spring POTLUCK
When: May 1
Time: 6:00 PM
Where: Genealogy Society at
717 Grand Boulevard (Grand &
Evergreen) in Vancouver, WA

Newly Elected VAS Officers

Please bring a main dish, salad or
dessert to serve at least 10 people to
share. Bring your own table service (plate,
utensils, cup, napkins, etc) and your own drinks.
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President:

Arden Hagen

Vice President:

Sam Neuffer

Treasurer:

Joan Durgin

Secretary:

Carol Kohler
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Change is Certain
This year, Board officers: Susan Setterberg;
Tammy Bjorkman, and myself have decided to
step down and make room for new leadership and
ideas. First off, I want to give a special shout out to
both Susan and Tammy for their many years of
service to Vancouver Audubon and for their invaluable
support not only to me but to the rest of the Board and
our community. We appreciate your hard work!
I’ve had the honor and pleasure to serve VAS as both
Vice President and President for more than ten years
and it’s now time for a change. The good news is that
three very capable people have agreed to join the
board and two are stepping in as new officers. All will
be installed by our May general meeting. Sam Neuffer
as Vice President and Carole Kohler as Secretary.
Another change is Susan Saul will join the Board and
co-chair Conservation with Gretchen Starke. I welcome
them all and thank them for stepping up and making a
commitment. So allow me to speak for all three of us in
saying to all of our members and supporters, THANK
YOU for your trust and support through the years. We
look forward to seeing the new heights our oncoming
board members will help us reach.
Eric Bjorkman, past President

Gorge Winds vs Enthusiastic Birders

T

en dedicated birders endured
a constant chilly wind on our
March 17th field trip to the Columbia River Gorge. The first stop
was Cape Horn Road where our
highlights were Red-breasted
Sapsucker and Brown Creeper.
Next was the Franz Lake overlook on Hwy. 14.
Unfortunately, the swans had left for some northern
points and there wasn’t much to see on the lake. Our
best bird here was Wood Duck.
The fish hatchery at the mouth of the Little White
Salmon River was our next stop. This is a reliable spot
to see American Dippers and they did not disappoint. It
took a while to locate them but we ended up getting
very nice looks of at least three of them while a chattering pair of Belted Kingfishers patrolled the area. Just
above the spillway is a good place to look for Harlequin
Duck but they weren’t seen this day. The hatchery sits
next to Drano Lake which is always a good spot to set
your scope up to see what’s hanging out on the water.
Several Horned Grebes and one Western Grebe were
found, along with both Common and Barrow’s
Goldeneye. A Turkey Vulture soared above the water.
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INJURED BIRDS: WHAT
TO DO?
We have no Bird Rehabilitators in the Vancouver Area that we know of. So what
should you do if you find yourself in this situation?
Many Birds that hit a window just need
some time to rest to get “their wind back” before taking off
again. Try putting them in a box with plenty of air for an hour of
more until you hear movement then take them outdoors and test
if they are ready to fly off. If not then….
1. Call the Portland Audubon Wildlife Care Center for I
nformation:
503-292-0304
5151 NW Cornell Rd, Portland OR
2. Call Arden 360-635-2333 (cell) or 360-892-8872 (home)
3. If he is available to transport a bird to the Portland Audubon
Wildlife Care Center then you will be asked to donate a gas
mileage compensation and a small donation for the Care
Center for the care of the bird at the time of pick up.
3. There is 24 hr Animals Hospital called DoveLewis in
downtown Portland that will take the bird overnight if the Portland Audubon Wildlife is closed. Their address is:1945 NW Pettygrove
503-228-7281
In the meantime…. Keep the bird in a box with small air holes.
You might offer water via a dropper, and if necessary watered
down puppy chow to supply nutrients.

Save
the Trees!
GO PAPERLESS
with the
VAS Newsletter
If you prefer to receive a paperless VAS Newsletter, please contact
Sherry Hagen via email at littlebirder@comcast.net to receive a
color “PDF” copy of the Columbia Flyway newsletter.
Be sure to include the email address you wish to have it sent to.
The PDF form is also available on line
at:www.vancouveraudubon.org

We continued on to Catherine Creek but the wind was
too strong for any productive birding. We moved east to
the Lyle-Balch cemetery for our lunch break. At first it
was quiet but before too long we were getting looks at
Western Bluebirds and we could hear distant Western
Meadowlarks. Up the road we found a lone Lewis’s
Woodpecker foraging in a large oak tree. Also, a few
Western Pond Turtles were sunning themselves on
Balch Pond. Though we found nothing unusual, the
birding was decent with 55 species seen or heard. And
of course it’s always fun to be with enthusiastic birders
of all experience levels enjoying one of the most
beautiful places on earth, the Columbia River Gorge!

Gretchen Starke
360-892-8617

gstarke@pacifier.com

Legislature Wrap-Up
Audubon Washington's executive director, Gail
Gatton, sent us an excellent summary of the
legislative session and the bills and issues we were
interested in. Below is a discussion of those bills and
the fate of the issues of importance to Audubon.

Climate Change:
No change, I'm afraid. The fossil fuel industry and
other similar special interests managed to block or
stall several attempts to address the serious and dangerous issue of carbon emissions and global warming. The utilities moved against all the bills on climate
change. Bills addressing climate change that were
stalled included the governor's carbon tax bill, a low
carbon fuel standard bill and a 100% clean energy bill,
which Audubon particularly supported. The next step
for trying to do something about carbon reduction will
be an initiative petition to the people (I-1631) that will
include a carbon fee and will explore investments in
clean energy solutions. More on that later as we get
more information. As an editorial comment: it appears
that the leaders of the utilities industry are totally unaware that their actions will create a horrible world for
their children and grandchildren

Atlantic Salmon:
Yes, Audubon is interested in this issue. Fish are
wildlife and the presence of the Atlantic Salmon, a
non-native in the Pacific, is likely to harm our native
Pacific salmon species. This non-native would compete with our Pacific salmon for resources including
food and spawning sites.

Fire Protection in Eastern Washington:
In consultation with ranchers and other landowners in
eastern Washington, Audubon supported rangeland
wildfire protection association legislation. Due to
opposition from the Firefighters Union, the bill did not
move out of the House.

Oil Spill Prevention:
In consultation with ranchers and other landowners in
eastern Audubon Washington belongs to a coalition of
environmental groups. This is useful during the legislative session as we can help each other in working
for bills important to all. The transportation of oil is
important to all, but we are also very concerned about
this issue because of what spilled oil does to birds.
This session we all further improved the safety of oil
transportation by closing a tax loophole for moving oil
by pipeline (presumably the tax loophole encouraged
the use of pipelines for oil transportation), mandating an oil spill drill every three years, and requiring
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updating oil spill contingency plans. The bill also dealt
with international situations as we share a border with
Canada.

Marbled Murrelet Solutions:
This legislation continues the process whereby timber
can be (carefully) harvested, yet habitat for the marbled
murrelet be conserved. For those unfamiliar with this
bird, it has an unusual life style for a sea bird. It is a
sea bird, feeds on fish caught at sea, feeds its young on
fish, yet nests in old growth forests. It lays its egg
directly on the branch of a very large old growth tree.

Clark County Conservation District

T

he county has (had?) a conservation district that
helps (helped?) land owners in dealing with
issues on their land. Well, we have a conservation district now, but by the end of the year, we
may not. For the lack of the county councilors approving a land owner fee of $5 (yes, that's five dollars) per
parcel plus 10 cents per acre, the conservation district
will be gone. So, under this fee structure, an owner of a
100 acre parcel would pay a grand total of $15 per
year. Exorbitant! At least the county councilors seem to
think that was too much and they refused to approve
the fee.
Well, so what? What do we need a conservation district
for. We're an urban county. Aren't we? Ever been in
the north part of the county? How about up near the
Gifford Pinchot National Forest? Yes, more and more
people are moving to the county, but we still have rural
pockets -- pretty large pockets, in some areas. And rural areas have habitat. And that is where the conservation district can help.
In fact, when the county developed the habitat ordinance and other critical areas ordinances, the conservation district was an important component in helping
landowners use the ordinance to their advantage. The
landowners could -- and did -- use the district to prepare
conservation plans that protected habitat and other resources and still use their land.
If the conservation district does disappear, what will this
mean for the habitat ordinance and other critical areas
ordinances? I don't know.
This looks like something I will need to find out. Over
the next few months, I hope to have some
answers.
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360-835-5947

gorgebirds@juno.com

March 14, Jim Danzenbaker birded at Steigerwald
NWR seeing 8 SAY'S PHOEBES, 1 MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD, 1 NORTHERN SHRIKE, 25 AMERICAN PIPIT
and at least 75 WESTERN MEADOWLARKS.

March 29, A visit to Frenchman's Bar by Bob Flores
looking for migrant activity found about a half a dozen
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS and a single WHITETHROATED SPARROW.
March 30, The FOY male Yellow
-headed Blackbird of 2018
was on territory at stop 3 at the
River S unit of Ridgefield, NWR,
according to Jim Danzenbaker.

March 15, A LONG-BILLED CURLEW was heard from Jen Sanford
and Jason Durrent’s yard in Vancouver. This large shorebird nests in the
uplands of eastern Washington and is
very uncommon in Clark County.

A single male PURPLE FINCH
was at or feeders.

March 16, Five species of sparrows
were at Les Carlson’s feeders, FOX,
SONG, GOLDEN-CROWNED,
WHITE-CROWNED and WHITETHROATED as both SPOTTED
TOWHEES and DARK-EYED JUNCOS are members of the sparrow
family he could call it a seven sparrow day.

April 1, We had an April Fool’s
Day surprise, the second HOUSE
SPARROW here in 42 years, the
last one was over 30 years ago.

March 17, A PEREGRINE FALCON
was a new yard bird for Les Carlson’s
Hazel Dell home.
March 18, A pair of PEREGRINE
FALCONS was spotted by Steven
Clark on Archer Mountain in Skamania County. This is the one spot on
the Washington side of the Gorge
where embers from the fire in Oregon
last summer started a blaze here.
March 19, a MUTE SWAN was photographed by Paul
Downs along the Salmon Creek Trail. It is unknown
where these swans are coming from, they are illegal to
own in Washington but there re a few breeding populations in British Columbia.
The first of the year (FOY) RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD at
our place, six miles east of Washougal, was about two
weeks later than normal.
March 24, A bird fitting the description of a CLAYCOLORED SPARROW made a brief visit to Les
Carlson’s feeder in Hazel Dell, it joined the FOX SPARROWS, SONG SPRROWS, GOLDEN-CROWNED
SPARROWS, WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS and
WHITE-THRATED SPARROW there.
March 26, Jim Danzanbaker saw an adult male PURPLE MARTIN that was feeding with a flock of VIOLETGREEN SWALLOWS over Rest Lake at the River S
unit of the Ridgefield NWR.
March 28, Michelle Maani found a BLACK PHOEBE at
the La Center bottoms near the new bridge on the walking trail.
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April 3, There was a nice variety
of birds reported from the Vancouver Lake lowlands by Jim
Danzenbaker, a ROSS'S
GOOSE was in with a flock of
about 2500 CACKLING GEESE
across from the entrance to
Frenchman's Bar on Lower River
Road and one ROUGH-LEGGED
HAWK flying high heading north.
At Shillapoo Lake he spotted 1
BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER,1
LESSER YELLOWLEGS, 1 PURPLE MARTIN, 1
CLIFF SWALLOW and there was a Swamp Sparrow
with a large sparrow flock at the entrance to Shillapoo
Lake.
Along the Columbia River at Ridgefield NWR, Bob Flores and Randy Hill saw the return of CLIFF SWALLOWS and NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW
while on Bachelor Island.
April 4, Les Carlson and Randy Hill headed over to
Shillapoo Lake this morning to follow up on Jim’s notables from yesterday. Cindy McCormack soon joined
them. Other than the CLIFF SWALLOW they didn’t see
any of the species that Jim noted. They did find a couple
of vocal male YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRDS, a
PEREGRINE FALCON that flushed numerous GREATER YELLOWLEGS, DUNLIN, and LEAST SANDPIPERS. Foraging among the Least Sandpipers was an
unexpected BAIRD’S SANDPIPER which held long
enough for Jen Sanford to arrive, jump an AMERICAN
BITTERN, and photograph this bird. As we were leaving
Randy spotted a the FOY VAUX’S SWIFT.
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Wenas Campout - Memorial Day
Weekend ***Free***
May 25-28, 2018

Wilson Cady’s Afield, continued from page 4

Tamara Scott of Yacolt, was
watching a pond where she
often sees GREAT BLUE HERONS feeding on frogs and
thought that one looked different
and after checked to find that it
was a Bald Eagle. I seldom see
any reports from Yacolt even though the only nesting
colony of MONK PARAKEETS in Washington are
there.
The month of May is a busy time for birders, the migrant species are still arriving with the one of the latest
returning species, the Common Nighthawk, due back at
the end of the month. Some of the earlier arriving birds
will already have established territories and built nests
by then. For an idea of what the average return date for
various species check this calendar at: http://
birdsoverportland.wordpress.com/oregon-migrationphenology/

2018 CUMULATIVE YEAR
LIST PROJECT
AS OF THE WRITING OF THIS COLUMN

165 SPECIES
REPORTED FROM

CLARK COUNTY

97 SPECIES
REPORTED FROM

SKAMANIA COUNTY

For more information on this list go to: http://
www.wabirder.com/bartel.html The totals are updated
every two months, if you have seen a bird not checked
off for this year please let me know. And please
continue to send me your sightings for this column.

The annual gathering of the
Audubon Chapters of Washington
takes place on the Memorial Day
weekend at the Wenas Creek Forest
Campground east of Selah, in Yakima
County. This campground is situated
in a valley that spans many habitat
types, from grasslands, to sub-alpine meadows. This variety of plant communities hosts a wide range of birds along
with many wildflowers. Birds seen here on a regular basis
include Poorwill, White-headed Woodpecker, Williamson's
Sapsucker, Calliope and Black-chinned Hummingbirds,
and both Western and Mountain Bluebirds to name only a
few of the over two hundred species on the area checklist.
The Native Plant Society will once again be joining us
and will, as usual, have a display board with specimens of
the flowers identified and labeled.
There are numerous field trips scheduled every day
covering most habitat types and focusing on all aspects of
the natural history of the Wenas Valley. These trips include all day and part day hikes and auto tours. For those
that wish to just stay in the campground area there are
workshops and classes both in the mornings and afternoons, some of these are designed for children.
Rustic would be the best description of this
campground, there is no water or power, and portable outhouses are the closest thing to luxury. Every form of
camping from Motorhomes to pup tents will be seen here,
many people attend yearly to visit and relax, or explore on
their own. Bring your own water and all other supplies.
Campfires are not always permitted, check the website the
week before the campout.
There are no fees charged to attend this gathering and
it is open to everyone who enjoys the outdoors. This is
probably the only spot in the State where you are guaranteed a camping space on the Memorial Day Weekend.
Directions: Take Highway 97 north from Yakima,
leave the Freeway at Exit 30A to the town of Selah, when
you reach Naches Avenue turn right and go to Wenas Avenue and follow it 21 miles to the end of pavement. Here
you take the gravel Audubon Road, 2.5 miles to a bridge
that crosses the creek and leads into the campground.
Before you leave Selah fill your gas tank and avoid having
to return to do so later.
The campout is free and open to all ages. This is a Department of Natural Resources campground so every vehicle must display a Washington State Discover Pass.
For more information contact Wilson Cady:
gorgebirds@juno.com
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