
***Tuesday, Feb. 6 , 7:00 PM: Vancouver Audubon Society’s General Meeting at the   
Genealogy Society at 717 Grand Boulevard (Grand & Evergreen) in Vancouver, WA 
 

 Tuesday, Jan. 30, 6:30 PM: VAS Board Meeting hosted by Susan Setterberg    
                                            2207 S Sauk Way Ridgefield    98642   360-980-0884     

 Tuesday, Feb. 27, 6:30 PM: VAS Board Meeting hosted by Joan Durgin     
    1548 NE 5th Ave.,   Camas    360-834-5621 
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PROGRAM:  Defending against  
                      Mt. St. Helen’s Mining  
 

                                          Speaker:  Nicole Budine 

"A Canadian mining company has plans to destroy a 
beautiful river valley near Mount St. Helens in their search 
for gold, copper, and Molybdenum. The Green River flows 
through old growth forests, roadless areas, volcanic blast 
zone, and the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monu-
ment. This remote valley provides critical habitat for salm-
on, drinking water to downstream communities, and a 
place where families can hike and explore. Since 2005, 
the Cascade Forest Conservancy, formerly the Gifford 
Pinchot Task Force, has been organizing the fight to 
against this risky mining proposal.  Please join Nicole 
Budine, Policy and Campaign Manager at the Cascade 
Forest Conservancy, for a presentation on their current 
efforts to stop this mine and how you can get involved."  
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FIELD TRIP 
Raptors at Woodland Bottoms  

Leader:  Susan Setterberg, 
               360-980-0884 
When: Feb. 10, Saturday      
Time: 8:00 AM 
Where: Take Exit 23 off of I-5 North at 

Woodland. Go under the freeway to the 
west and park in the southwest corner of 
the Walmart parking lot where we will carpool. Snow or ice 
cancels but since we will be in cars most of the time, we 
will still go with rain.   

We will be searching for winter raptors, Sandhill Cranes, 
Bald Eagles and if we're lucky Great Horned Owl on nest. 
There's also a good possibility of a variety of ducks and 
gulls on the river to try to sort through. We will be out until 
noon or 1 pm depending on what we find.  

Go Green with the  
VAS Newsletter 

If you would rather have a paperless VAS 
Newsletter then you can email Sherry Hagen 

at  littlebirder@comcast.net to receive a 
“PDF” copy of The Columbia Flyway in color 
sent to you. Include your name & the email 

address that you wish to have it sent to.  
The PDF form is also  
available on line at:                                   

www.vancouveraudubon.org 
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Olympic BirdFest 2018 

Come Bird With Us 

Sequim, Washington, April 13-15, 2018 

 
Grab your binoculars 
and join the 15th annual 
Olympic BirdFest 2018 
celebration at the Dun-
geness River Audubon 
Center, April 13-15, 
2018. 

The stage is set…quiet 
bays and estuaries, 
sandy beaches, a five-
mile-long sand spit, and 
a protected island bird 
sanctuary on the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca; wet-
lands, tide pools, rainfor-
ests, and lush river val-
leys. The players are 
ready … Marbled Murre-
lets, Rhinoceros Auklets, 
Harlequin Ducks, Black 
Oystercatchers, Pere-
grine Falcons, Barred 
and Pygmy Owls will be 

sporting their finest spring plumage for this celebra-
tion. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tour, and a gala 
banquet. Our featured speaker this year, Claudio Vi-
dal has been exploring & birding since the age of 12 
and currently leads birding/nature tours & photo safa-
ris through Patagonia, Chile & South America.  

Come bird with us and experience with others the 
spectacular landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula …
you just might go home with a new bird for your life 
list! Check out the offerings by going online 
(www.olympicbirdfest.org).   

two and one-half days exploring northwest coastal 
Washington, a region rarely seen by birders. 

Contact us by phone, at 360-681-4076, 
E-mail us at info@olympicbirdfest.org ,  
Or write to us at: 

Dungeness River Audubon Center 
P.O. Box 2450 
Sequim, WA 98382 

Welcome New Members:  Jeff Booren  Brenda Doboga  Sally 

Houck  Barbie Wu  Elizabeth Wylie Transfer:  

Transfered Members: Janet Foster 

INJURED BIRDS:  WHAT TO DO? 
We have no Bird Rehabilitators in the Vancouver Area that  we 
know of. So what should you do if you find your-
self in this situation?  
Many Birds that hit a window just need 
some time to rest to get “their wind back” 
before taking off again. Try putting them in a 
box with plenty of air for an hour of more until 
you hear movement then take them outdoors 
and test if they are ready to fly off. If not then…. 
 
1. Call the Portland Audubon Wildlife Care Center for infor-

mation:   503-292-0304 
               5151 NW Cornell Rd, Portland OR 

2. Call Arden 360-635-2333 (cell) or 360-892-8872 (home) 
3. If he is available to transport a bird to the Portland Audubon 

Wildlife Care Center then you will be asked to donate a gas 
mileage compensation and a small donation for the Care Cen-
ter for the care of the bird at the time of pick up. 

3.  There is 24 hr Animals Hospital called DoveLewis in down-
town Portland that will take the bird overnight if the Portland 
Audubon Wildlife is closed. 
                     1945 NW Pettygrove        503-228-7281 
In the meantime…. 
    Keep the bird in a box with small air holes.  
    You might offer water via a dropper, and if necessary watered 
down puppy chow to supply nutrients. 
 
 

Do you have a favorite species of 
birds or even a favorite bird? 

 
Email me at littlebirder@comcast.net 
and I will post the responses in the newsletter. 
 

I love Hummingbirds & Owls 

 

http://www.olympicbirdfest.org/
mailto:opas.birdfest.info@gmail.com


gstarke@pacifier.com 
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Natural Resource Agencies and the 
Current Administration 

(An Introduction to Public Employees 
for Environmental Responsibility)  

 I worked for the Corps of Army Engineers, an 
agency that manages natural resources.  As with any 
such employee, sometimes I would find the agency I 
worked for doing something I considered questiona-
ble from an environmental point of view.  As an ex-
ample of such a situation that I encountered, was the 
shooting of western grebes. 

 There is a very real problem of birds preying on 
juvenile salmon (called smolts) as they migrate to the 
ocean.  Because the dams on the Snake-Columbia 
river system affects behavior and survival of fish, the 
Corps has a responsibility to get the fish safely past 
the dams.  The Corps contracted with a sister agen-
cy, the mis-named Wildlife Services, to deal with the 
gull predation.  Among the measures to discourage 
gull predation were a device that shot water out at 
high velocity (called a water cannon) placed at the 
outfall of the smolt bypass and a network of wires 
below the dam.  Lethal removal was authorized at 
The Dalles and John Day dams only.  The problem 
occurred when the man from Wildlife Services over-
stepped his authority (which had not been made clear 
enough) and began to shoot western grebes that 
were overwintering on the reservoir behind the John 
Day dam.  A couple of us protested to the district of-
fice in Portland.  The shooting was reckless and un-
necessary.    The smolt out-migration was over -- 
there were hardly any juvenile salmon left in the Co-
lumbia (the grebes were likely feeding on shad).  For-
tunately, we were listened to and the killing of the 
grebes was stopped.  Further, the next contract had a 
clause stating that grebes were not to be killed in Oc-
tober. 

 But, consciences employees were (and are) not 
always listened to.  Another example from my em-
ployment at the Corps concerned a fellow employee 
whose job it was, was to deal with potential problems 
of pollution at the dams.  He discovered a problem at 
Bonneville Dam (as I recall it had to do with trans-
formers that had gone into the river quite some time 
previously) and the powers-that-be didn't want to deal 
with it, except to be quiet about it.  His job may have 
been threatened.  A non-profit group, Public Employ-
ees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER), helped 
him. 

A Washington Legislator Attacking  
Research: PEER Involvement

1 

 Representative Joel Kretz, 7th Legislative District 
(the northeast corner of Washington), is unhappy with 
some research conducted by Washington State Uni-
versity.  His unhappiness is so extreme that he is per-
sonally attacking the professor, Dr. Robert Weilgus, 
threatening to remove him.  He has even attacked  
the University, threatening to withhold funding for 
WSU's plant sciences building unless Wielgus was 
fired. 

 And what did Wielgus do to earn such wrath?  He 
and his lab have conducted research showing that 
using non-lethal means, "such as fencing, guard 
dogs, and noise alarms " can avoid wolf predation on 
livestock.  There is no need to kill the wolves. 

 PEER filed a complaint against Kretz with Wash-
ington's Legislative Ethics Board, which has opened 
an investigation.  "Under state law, legislators may 
not employ 'improper means' such as communica-
tions that might reasonably perceived as a threat."  In 
investigations, the ethics board has real teeth, includ-
ing subpoena power.  It's nice to know that public 
employees trying to do their jobs protecting the envi-
ronment can get help if they need it. 

 

The Park Service: Under New  
Management as Revealed by PEER

1 

 PEER obtained a an internal memo from someone in 
the National Park Service that showed the service's objec-
tions to a pending bill called the Sportsman Heritage and 
Recreational Enhancement Act (SHARE Act -- isn't that 
clever?).  Crossing out the Park Service objections to the 
SHARE Act was one Casey Hammond, recently brought 
into the Park Service.  Hammond's previous job was as 
Republican congressional staffer.  Just the experience one 
would want in someone overseeing natural resource agen-
cies.  So, as decreed by Hammond, the Park Service may 
no longer have "oversight  of recreational and commercial 
fishing in park waters."  In addition, denning wolf pups and 
bear cubs may be killed on Park Service land in Alaska, 
and the Park Service may no longer review construction 
projects right outside park boundaries to determine if there 
are any impacts on park land.  

1
PEEReview, Fall 2017.  A newsletter published by Public 

Employees for Environmental Responsibility, 962 Wayne 
Avenue, Suite 610, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Gretchen Starke    
 360-892-8617    

Gretchen Starke 



Nov. 10, Bob Rowe and Les Carlson had a good 
day of birding at Ridgefield and the Vancouver 
Lowlands. Starting with a WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROW at Les's home, the saw the HAR-
RIS'S SPARROW at the Ridgefield NWR (a new 
county bird for Les) two RED-SHOULDERED 

HAWKS, CANVAS-
BACKS, EURASIAN 
WIGEON, hundreds 
of SNOW GEESE 
and finished with a 
NORTHERN 
SHRIKE north of 
Vancouver Lake. 
 

Nov.16, Jim Danzenbaker visited the pond just 
east of the end of Lower River Road in and was 
surprised to see an adult and an immature 
SNOWY EGRET with 
one GREAT 
EGRET. I'm assum-
ing these were the 
same two birds seen 
during the week of 
September 8 and 
they were still being 
seen in mid-January. 
Vancouver Lake had 
a continuing RED-
NECKED GREBE, a COMMON LOON AND a 
BONAPARTE'S GULL among other more ex-
pected species 
 
Nov. 26, Bob Flores spotted an OSPREY was 
circling Klineline Pond, Salmon Creek, Vancou-
ver. 
A gorgeous leucistic CACKLING GOOSE, that is 
almost white, was photographed in Washougal 

by Steven Clark, the bird continues 
to be seen there through the re-
porting period.. 
 
Nov. 27, Ryan Abe found Clark 
County's first BLACK-LEGGED 
KITTIWAKE at Washougal Water-
front Park, Clark Co.It was seen by 
several other lucky birders. 

Jan. 3, Sherry and Arden Hagen had BLACK-
CAPPED CHICKADEE, CHESTNUT-BACKED 
CHICKADEE and a MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE at 
their feeders in Cascade Park. 

Helen Sareen says she has had unusually large 
numbers of Lesser Goldfinches on her nyger 
feeders this season, has anyone else noticed an 
increase? 
 
Jan. 6, Randy Hill found a ROSS'S GOOSE in a 
flock of about 8000 SNOW GEESE using the Co-
lumbia Land Trust  fields adjacent to French-
man’s Bar Park, west of Vancouver Lake 
 
Jan. 8, Arden Hagen went to the Frenchmen’s 
Bar parking lot at noon and found a ROSS’S 
GOOSE and a blue phase SNOW GOOSE in the 
massive flock. CACKLING GEESE and 
SANDHILL CRANES were in good numbers. 
 
Les Carlson and i birded Skamania county find-
ing 17 TRUMPETER SWANS at Franz Lake, 1 
EURASIAN WIGEON and 4 
BARROW'S GOLDENEYES 
at Drano Lake and a MERLIN 
at the Spring Creek Hatchery. 
A check of balch Road in 
Klickitat county gave us 
ACORN WOODPECKER and 
LEWIS'S WOODPECKERS. 
 
Jan. 13, Gene and Lyn Topinka were standing 
on the bridge at the Little White Salmon Fish 
Hatchery looking at the spillway when we heard 
a singing ROCK WREN.  

 
Tammy and Eric  Bjorkman 
went to Ocean Shores to 
see the WHITE-WINGED 
CROSSBILLS reported 
from there and flock of over 
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300 of them mixed in with RED CROSSBILLS. 
The huge crop of cones on the Sitka Spruce 
along the coast has drawn these birds of the 
higher elevations to the beach. 
 
Jan. 14, Susan and i drove down to Seaside, 
Oregon to see a female STELLER'S EIDER that 
showed up there. It is the fourth record for Ore-
gon and a new bird for my life list, #730.  
 
Although this was written in mid-January there 
have already been reports of TREE and BARN 
SWALLOWS at Vancouver Lake. Other early 
migrants to watch for would be Say's Phoebes 
and both bluebirds. So far in 2018, 124 species 
of birds have been reported from Clark County 
and 60 from Skamania County. 
                                     Wilson Cady 
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With Audubon headlines like:  

“Department of the Interior Guts Enforcement 

of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act”,  

“Arctic Refuge Faces Setback from Tax Bill, 

but the Fight continues” 

“white House Plans to vastly Expand Drilling 

near America’s Beaches and Coasts” 

I began to wondered if I had been taken back to 
the 50’s and 60’s. Environmentalists have spent 
years trying  to clean up our water ways, ensure 
clean air, protect birds and habitats for wildlife,  
etc, etc. Now all that effort is at risk with a single 
signature on a piece of paper or a vote in a one-
sided Congress. Unbelievable!!!  

I have a granddaughter that will be 5 soon. She 
is a smart little whipper snapper. She likes birds 
and loves OWLS. I am positive that species of 
birds will disappear in her life time but what 
about her children or her grandchildren. What 
will the outlook be in the future. Once something 

is gone, it is gone. Extinction is Forever 

Arden and I have been all over the world on our 
birding adventures. We have seen the memorial 
in Kenya where they burnt the elephant ivory 
tusks that were confiscated from poachers when 
they started the crack down. Now the Trump ad-
ministration wants to lift that ban. Luckily so far it 
is in limbo.  

We’ve seen the graves of people who have 
been slaughtered themselves for trying to pro-
tect wildlife in many countries. It is so sad.  

We need to speak up & we need to vote in order 
to ensure we and our families can enjoy the 
birds, wildlife and beautiful lands that we do 
now. 

         Sherry Hagen,    Happy Birding       
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